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Наименование дисциплины Введение в теорию межкультурной 
коммуникации

Объём дисциплины 3 ЗЕ (108 час.)

Краткое содержание дисциплины

Название разделов (тем) дисциплины Краткое содержание разделов (тем) 
дисциплины:

Defining culture. The concept of culture. Approaches to defining
culture. Functions of culture. High- and low-
context cultures. Cultural dimensions theory. 
Cultural values. Comparing cultures.

Defining communication The concept of communication. Approaches to
defining  communication.  Types  of
communication (verbal vs nonverbal). Models
of  communication.  Development  of
Intercultural  communication  as  an  academic
discipline.  Intercultural  communication
theories.  Hypothesis  of  linguistic  relativity,
modern  criticism  of  the  theory.  Modern
contributions to Intercultural communication.

Barriers to intercultural communication Barriers to intercultural communication, their 
classification. Language barriers in phonetics, 
morphology, lexis, syntax. Ethnocentrism as a 
barrier to intercultural communication. The 
concept of ethnorelativism / cultural relativism.
Prejudice and discrimination. The definition of 
stereotypes. Classification of stereotypes. 
Cultural stereotypes and their role in 
intercultural communication.

Identity and intercultural communication Approaches to identity study. The social 
science perspective. The Interpretative 
perspective. The critical perspective. Identity 
and language. Social and cultural identities. 
Multicultural people. Identity, stereotypes and 
prejudices. Identity and communication. 



Culture shock. Intercultural transformation of 
language personality, its stages. Intercultural 
competence.

Language in Intercultural Communication. 
Discourse and Social Structure

Language in Intercultural Communication. 
Language and perception. Language and 
thought: metaphor. Cultural variations in 
communication style. Cultural specificity / 
cultural values and their reflection in language.
The concept of national character. The concept 
of discourse. Discourse and social structure. 
Multilingualism. Translation and 
interpretation: code switching. Language 
politics and policies. Language and 
globalization.

Nonverbal Codes in Intercultural 
Communication

Defining nonverbal communication. Verbal vs 
Nonverbal communication. What nonverbal 
behavior communicates. Semiotics and 
nonverbal communication. The universality vs 
national specificity of nonverbal behavior, 
recent findings. Defining cultural space. 
Cultural identity and cultural space.
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