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1. COURSE GOAL(s)

The course « Russian Language for Legal Purposes» was developed for postgraduate students and is
aimed at forming speech-related skills and abilities in Russian language that allow successfully
participating in different spheres and sub- spheres of language application in economics. The
program is designed for postgraduate students in economics who know Russian language to the
extent of the First certification level (Basic), corresponding to the requirements of the State Standard
for RSL and programs in Russian. Learning objectives correspond to the subject, professional, socio-
cultural development of multicultural, multilingual personality of a postgraduate student of an
internationally-oriented university. The foreign postgraduate student must correctly understand and
use the linguistic means in communicative speech activities (including its situational and stylistic nature).

It is aimed at realization of competent, scientifically grounded approach to the analysis of
theoretical and practical issues of professional training in Russian, formation and development of
communicative and speech competences of a specialist - postgraduate participant of interpersonal
and educational-professional communication in Russian.

2. REQUIREMENTS FOR LEARNING OUTCOMES
Mastering the course is aimed at the master’s students formation of the following
competencies (part of competencies):

Table 2.1. List of competencesthat students acquire through the coursestudy

Competence
code

Competence formation indicators

Competence descriptor (within this course)

GC-4.2. Composes, translates and edits various academic
texts (abstracts, essays, reviews, articles, etc.), including in

GC-4. Able to use modern a foreign language;

communication technologies in
the official (national) language

GC-4 of the Russian Federation and
foreign language(s) for ) -
academic and professional GC-4.4. Argues and constructively defends positions and
interaction. ideas in academic and professional discussions in the official

(national) language of the Russian Federation and in a
foreign language.

GC-5.2. Develops social and professional interaction with
GC-5. Able to analyse and take | consideration of main forms of scientific and religious

GC-5 into account the diversity of consciousness, business and general culture of
’ cultures in intercultural representatives of other ethnic groups and confessions,
interaction. various social groups;

3.COURSE IN HIGHER EDUCATION PROGRAMME STRUCTURE
The course refers to the core®* component of (B1) block of the higher educational

programme curriculum.
* - Underline whatever applicable.

Within the higher education programme students also master other (modules) and / or
internships that contribute to the achievement of the expected learning outcomes as results of

the course study.
2




Table 3.1. The list of the higher education programme components/disciplines that

contribute to the achievement of the expected learning outcomes as the course study results

Previous Subsequent disciplines/modules
Code Name of competence disciplines/modules, . ’
C practices *
practices
History and Methodology of Law /
GC-4. Able to use modern Uctopus 1 MeTomonorust
communication FOPUIUICCKON HAYKH
technologies in the official Foreign Language for Legal
GC-4 (national) language of the | Foreign Language / Purposes / UlHocTpaHHBIH SI3BIK B
’ Russian Federation and WHOCTpaHHBIH S3BIK chepe ropuCTIpyACHITIH
foreign language(s) for Russian Language for Legal
academic and professional Purposes / Pycckuii 361K B cepe
interaction IOpUCTIPYIEHINH
Comparative Law Research /
CpaBHHUTENBHOE IPaBOBEACHHUE
Foreign Language for Legal
Purposes / IHOCTpaHHBIH S3bIK B
Able to analyse and take cdepe ropUCIpyICHINH
GC-5 into account the diversity | Foreign Language / Russian Language for Legal

of cultures in intercultural
interaction.

HNHocTpaHHbBIN S3bIK

Purposes / Pycckuii 361K B cepe
IOpHCIIPYICHITHN

Educational Internship (Teaching)
/ YaeOHas paKkTHKa
(menmarormueckas)

* To be filled in according to the competence matrix of the higher education programme.




4. COURSE WORKLOAD AND ACADEMIC ACTIVITIES
1)The total workload of the course is 4 credits (144 academic hours).

Table 4.1. Types of academic activities during the periods of higher education programme mastering (full-time training) *

Type of academic activities Total academic 11 12 Seme;;ers/tralnlng n;o‘:l ules 31 32
hours
Classroom learning, academic hours 102 18 16 18 16 18 16
Lectures (LC) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Lab work (LW) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Seminars (workshops/tutorials) (S) 102 18 16 18 16 13 16
Self-studies 60 9 11 9 11 9 11
Evaluation and assessment (exam/ 54 9 9 9 9 9 9
passing/failing grade)
Course workload academic | 216 36 36 36 36 36 36
hours
credits 6 1 1 1 1 1 1




5. COURSE CONTENTS

Table 5.1. Course contents and academic activities types

Sections

Course module title

Course module contents (topics)

Course module contents

Academic
activities types

Section 1.

Section 1. Structural features
of the scientific legal text.
Varieties of genres of written
scientific texts. Primary and
secondary scientific texts.
Scientific terminology.
Academic style of speech.

Word formation. Morphology.

Word composition.

1.1

Topic 1. Structural features of a scientific legal

text.

A scientific legal text is a specialized form of academic discourse
that aims to present, analyze, and interpret legal phenomena, norms,
and institutions. Unlike legal practice documents (judgments,
statutes, contracts) which serve a regulatory function, scientific legal
texts serve a cognitive and analytical function — they seek to
understand, explain, and systematize legal reality. 1. General
Characteristics of Scientific Legal Texts 1.1. Definition and Purpose
A scientific legal text is a written work that presents the results of
theoretical research in the field of law. It includes monographs,
dissertations, law review articles, textbooks, and commentaries on
legislation. Feature Description Objectivity  The text
presents legal phenomena as they are, avoiding subjective value
judgments (except in evaluative sections) Systematicity Legal
concepts are presented in a logical, interconnected system
Argumentativeness Every proposition must be supported by
evidence: norms of law, legal doctrine, judicial practice
Conceptuality The text operates with legal concepts and
categories, not with everyday notions Precision Legal
terminology is used in strict accordance with its meaning 1.2.
Distinction from Legal Practice Texts Parameter Scientific
Legal Text Legal Practice Text (Statute, Judgment, Contract)
Purpose Cognition, explanation, systematization Regulation,
application, dispute resolution Addressee  Scientific community,
students, legislators Courts, citizens, organizations, law
enforcement Language Scientific style with elements of official-
legal Official-legal style (normative) Argumentation
Theoretical, doctrinal Referential (to norms of law, facts of the
case) Composition Freer, determined by research logic
Strictly regulated 2. Macro-Structure (Compositional Model) A
scientific legal text typically follows a standardized logical-semantic
scheme. The most common model for a research article or
dissertation chapter is: 2.1. IMRaD Model (adapted for legal
sciences) Section Purpose Content 1. Introduction  Justify
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Sections

Course module title

Course module contents (topics)

Course module contents

Academi
c
activities
types

relevance, define research problem Relevance, degree of scholarly
development, object and subject, purpose and tasks, methodology 2.
Theoretical Framework  Present the conceptual apparatus
Analysis of key concepts, review of scholarly positions, definition
of the author's approach 3. Analysis (Main Body) Present and
analyze legal material Analysis of norms of law, judicial
practice, comparative legal analysis 4. Results / Discussion
Formulate conclusions, recommendations Proposals for
improving legislation, recommendations for law enforcement 5.
Conclusion Summarize the research  Brief summary of the
main conclusions, prospects for further research 2.2. Detailed
Structure of a Law Review Article Element Required Content
Typical Clichés Title Reflects the subject and main idea of the
research "Problems of...", "The concept of... in modern law",
"Comparative analysis..." Abstract 150-250 words: relevance,

purpose, methods, main conclusions "The article is devoted
to...", "The author concludes that...", "The relevance of the study is
due to..." Keywords 5-10 key terms  "Civil law", "contract",

"legal regulation", "judicial practice" Introduction  Justification
of relevance, degree of study, purpose, tasks "The relevance of the
topic is determined by...", "The purpose of this study is...", "The
following tasks were set..." Main Body Thematic sections with
headings "Let us consider...", "It should be noted that...", "An
analysis of judicial practice shows..." Conclusion Summary of
findings, proposals "Thus, we can conclude that...", "Based
on the study, the following proposals can be made..." Bibliography
List of cited sources Formatted according to GOST R
7.0.100-2018 3. Micro-Structure: Features of the Sentence and
Paragraph Level 3.1. Lexical Features Feature Description
Example High terminology density Extensive use of legal terms
«HCKOBasl NTABHOCTDY, KIOPHUIMYCCKHHA COCTABY, «ICITHUKTHAS
otBetcTBeHHOCTH» Use of Latinisms and foreign borrowings
International legal terminology «rmpe3yMImusy» (praesumptio),
«enukTy (delictum), «ropucauknus» (jurisdictio) Cliches and set
phrases Standard scientific and legal formulations «Ha
OCHOBAHHH BBIIICH3JIOKEHHOT0», «B COOTBETCTBHH C




Acade

Section Course module title . .

s Course module contents (topics) Course module contents mic
activities
types

JEUCTBYIOIUM 3aKOHOJIATEIbCTBOMY, «IIPEIICTABISCTCS
obocHoBaHHBIM» Abstract nouns  Predominance of abstract
concepts over concrete ones «IPaBOIIOHUMAHHUEY,
«IIPAaBOIPUMEHECHUEY, «3aKOHO/IATEJILHOE PEryJINPOBAHUEY,
«mpaBocyObekTHOCTEY» 3.2. Grammatical Features Feature
Description Example Predominance of nouns over verbs
Nominalization of actions and processes  «IpHUMEHEHHUE TPaBay»
(instead of «nmpuMeHsTh ipaBo») Use of passive voice

Emphasis on the action, not the actor «bB110 ycTaHOBIEHO,
4T0...», «/laHHbIi Moax0 000cHOBEIBaeTcs...» Impersonal
constructions Avoiding the first-person singular pronoun "I"

«Crnenyer OTMETHTb...», «Heo0X0auMo paccMOTpETh...»,
«IIpencrasnsercs, uro...» Chains of genitive case nouns A
characteristic feature of official and scientific style = «Ananmm3
HOPM MHCTHTYTA IpaBa coOCTBEHHOCTH» Present tense verbs
(praesens scientificus) Expressing timeless, general statements

«IIpaBo perynupyeT o0IIeCTBeHHbBIE OTHOLICHU, «Cy/1 BHIHOCUT
pemenne» 3.3. Syntactic Features Feature  Description

Example Complex sentences Widespread use of subordinate
clauses (cause, condition, concession) «ITockonbky
MpaBoOHApyIIeHHe 00IagaeT Mpu3HakaMu o0IIeCTBEHHON
OIACHOCTH, OHO BJICYET IOPUIUUYECKYIO OTBETCTBEHHOCTB
Participial and adverbial phrases =~ Compacting information

«IIpaBoBast HOpMa, cojiepKkamiascs B ctatbe | 3akoHa,
YCTaHABJIMBAET...», «PYKOBOICTBYSCH IPUHIIMIIOM CIIPABEJIHBOCTH,
CyJI IIpHUILEN K BBIBOAY...» Logical connectors Ensuring
coherence of reasoning  «BO-TIEPBBIX..., BO-BTOPBIX...»,
«CTIEJIOBATENBHOY, «TAKMM 00pa3oM», «OJJHAKOY», «BMECTE C TEM)
Quotations and references Mandatory referencing of sources «Kak
crpaBeauBo otMedaeT A.B. Tlomsikos, ...», «B cooTBeTCTBHM CO CT.
45 Koncrurymmm PO...» 4. Specific Sub-genres and Their Structural
Variants Genre  Structural Features Purpose Monograph
Expanded structure: introduction, several chapters (3-7),
conclusion, bibliography In-depth study of a single problem
Dissertation (PhD/Doctoral) Strictly regulated structure:
introduction (relevance, novelty, theoretical and practical




Section
s

Course module title

Course module contents (topics)

Course module contents

Acade
mic
activities
types

significance), main chapters, conclusion, bibliography
Academic degree requirement Law Review Article Condensed
IMRaD structure (10-20 pages) Prompt publication of research

results Textbook / Study Guide Thematic sections, questions for
self-assessment, case studies Educational purposes
Commentary on Legislation Article-by-article analysis of a
normative act Interpretation and clarification of legal norms

Legal Opinion (scientific) Introduction (questions posed), analysis
(doctrine, practice), conclusion (answers to questions)

Providing expert opinion 5. Language and Stylistic Functions The
structural features of a scientific legal text serve specific stylistic
functions: Function How it is Achieved Example
Precision & Unambiguity Through strict use of legal terminology

«CyOBeKTHBHOE IPaBO — 3TO MEPa BO3MOKHOTO ITOBEICHUS
ynpaBoModeHHoro mia» Objectivity Through passive voice
and impersonal constructions «B pe3ynmpTaTe mpoBeICHHOTO
aHaim3a ObLIo BBIsBIICHO...» (not "I revealed") Logical Coherence
Through the use of logical connectors «CrnenoBatesbHo,
JTAaHHBIA BBIBOJ IPECTABIIsACTCS 000CHOBaHHBIM» Evidence &
Persuasiveness ~ Through references to norms, doctrine, and
practice «Kak cnenyer n3 nocraHosienus [lienyma BepxoBHoro
Cyna PO or...» Conciseness Through nominalization and
participial phrases«PaccmMoTpeHre JTaHHOTO BOTIPOCa TO3BOJISIET
caenath BEIBOX 0...» 6. Example Analysis Excerpt from a law
review article: *«AKTyanbHOCTb TEMBI HCCIICIOBAHUS 00YCIOBIICHA
HE00XO0MMOCTBIO COBEPILCHCTBOBAHHUSI IPABOBOT'O PErYINPOBAHHUS
JIOTOBOPHBIX OTHOLICHHHU B YCIOBHUSX HU(DPOBOI IKOHOMHUKH.
Llespr0 HACTOSILIEH CTATBH SABIISETCS AHATIM3 TIPOOJIEMHBIX aCIIEKTOB
3aKJIIOYEHUS JOTOBOPA B 3JIeKTpOHHOH (opme. B pabore
HCIIOJIb30BANINCH O0LIEHaYYHbIE (aHAJIN3, CHHTE3) M YACTHOHAYYHBIC
(popmanbHO-IOPUANYECKHUI, CPABHUTEIEHO-TIPABOBOI) METO/IBI
uccie0BaHus. B pe3ynbTarte MpoBeIeHHOTO aHAIN3a aBTOPOM
JieTTaeTcs BEIBOJ 0 HEOOXOIMMOCTH BHECCHUS H3MEHEHHUH B
I'paxxganckuii kogeke PD, a UMEHHO — TOTIOSTHEHUS cTaThu 434
HOJIOKEHHUSAMH, PETJIAMEHTHPY FOLIMMH TOPSIOK TTOAIMHCAHUS
JIOTOBOpA dIIEKTPOHHOM noanuckion ™. Structural analysis: Element




Section
s

Course module title

Course module contents (topics)

Course module contents

Acade
mic
activities
types

Identified in the text Relevance justification « AKTyaabHOCTb TEMBI
uccie0BaHus 00ycIoBIeHa HE0OX0AUMOCTBIO
COBEpLIEHCTBOBAHUS IPABOBOT'O PEryJIMpOBaHMUsL...» Purpose

«lespro HACTOSIIIEH CTATBU SBIISICTCS aHAJIN3 IPOOJIEMHBIX
acrnekToB...» Methods «B paboTe ucnoL30BaTUCh
oOrmIeHay4HbIe... © YaCTHOHAY4YHBIE... MeToab» Conclusion  «B
pe3ynbTaTe MPOBEICHHOTO aHAIN3a aBTOPOM JIENIAETCSI BBIBOJ O
HEOOXO0AUMOCTH...» Recommendation «...a IMEHHO —
nonoytHeHus cratbu 434 nonmoxxeHusMi...» 7. Practical Exercises for
Students Exercise 1. Identify the Structural Element Read the
following sentences and determine which part of a scientific legal
text they belong to (Introduction, Main Body, Conclusion). «Takum
00pa3oM, Ha OCHOBE NPOBEIECHHOTO aHAJIM3a MOYKHO CJ/IeNIaTh
BBIBOJI, YTO JICUCTBYIOIIEE 3aKOHO/IATEILCTBO HYXK/IAETCS B
COBEpLIEHCTBOBaHUM». «OOBEKTOM JaHHOTO HCCIIEIOBaHHS
SIBJISIFOTCS OOIIECTBEHHbBIE OTHOIICHHS, BO3HUKAIOUIHE B cepe
MHTEJUIEKTYalbHON cOOCTBEHHOCTH». «PaccMOTpuM OCHOBHBIE
MOJXOJIbl K ONPENENICHUIO MTOHATHUS "FOpUANYECKOE JIULO",
CYIIECTBYIOIINE B COBpeMeHHON MokTpuHey. Exercise 2. Transform
into Scientific Style Rewrite the following sentences in scientific
legal style, replacing colloquial elements with appropriate
grammatical forms. «B crarbe MbI pazoepeM npoodIeMbl, KOTOPbIE
BO3HUKAIOT NPH 3aKIIIOUEHHUH JIOTOBOpA Yepe3 HHTEpHETY. «S1
CYHUTAI0, YTO ITOT 3aKOH HY)KHO CPOYHO MEHSTh, IOTOMY YTO OH HE
pabotaer». «B3sTh, K IpUMeEpY, CyIeOHYIO IPAKTUKY — OHA
MOKAa3bIBAET, YTO CY/Ibl YACTO MPUHUMAIOT Pa3HbIC PEILICHUS).
Exercise 3. Restore the Logic Arrange the following sentences in
the correct logical order to form a coherent paragraph of a scientific
legal text. «B cBs3u ¢ 3THM npencTaBiIseTcs HEOOX0ANMBIM
3aKOHOJIATEJIEHO 3aKPEIHTh ONpEJIeNICHNE IIIEKTPOHHOTO
JOKyMeHTay. «OTCyTCTBHE JIETAILHOTO OIPECIICHUS
3JIEKTPOHHOT'O JIOKYMEHTa B IPakJaHCKOM 3aKOHOJATEILCTBE
MOPOXKIAET MPABOBYIO HEONPEACIEHHOCTY. «AHAIN3 CyAeOHOM
MPaKTHKH CBUICTEIBLCTBYET O TOM, YTO CY/bl HE UMEIOT EIMHOTO
MOAXO0/a K KBAJIM(HUKAIMN 3JICKTPOHHBIX JOKYMEHTOB B KAUeCTBE
MICEMEHHBIX T0Ka3aTensCTB». Exercise 4. Write a Fragment Write




Sections

Course module title

Course module contents (topics)

Course module contents

Academi
c
activities
types

the Introduction (5-7 sentences) for a scientific article on a topic
from your field. Use the required clichés: AKTyalbHOCTH TEMBI
oOycnoBnena... CreneHp pa3paboTaHHOCTU HPoOIeMsL... [lenpio
JAHHOM CTATBU ABIACTCSL... J{JIs JOCTHIKCHUS TOCTABICHHON LeH
HEOO0XOIMMO PEIINTh CIIeAYIOMHTe 3a1a4n: ... Summary Table
Feature Manifestation in a Scientific Legal Text Example
Lexical Legal terminology, clichés, abstract nouns
«IMPaBOCyOBEKTHOCTDY, «Ha OCHOBAHHH BBIIICH3TI0KEHHOTOY,
«mpaBononnmanue» Grammatical Nominalization, passive voice,
impersonal constructions «IpUMEHEHHE MPaBay, «ObLIO
YCTaQHOBIICHOY, «CIIElyeT OTMETHUTb» Syntactic Complex

sentences, participial phrases, logical connectors «[Tockoneky...

CJIE/IOBATEIIBHO...», PYKOBOJCTBYSCH...» Compositional

IMRabD structure: Introduction — Theoretical Framework —
Analysis — Results — Conclusion ~ «AKTyanbHOCTb... Llenb...
Amnanms... Takum o6paszom...» Conclusion The structural features of
a scientific legal text are determined by its cognitive function — to
understand, explain, and systematize legal reality. Unlike legal
practice texts (statutes, judgments), which serve a regulatory
function, scientific legal texts follow the IMRaD model and are
characterized by: Objectivity — achieved through passive voice and
impersonal constructions Precision — achieved through strict use of
legal terminology Logical coherence — achieved through the use of
logical connectors and a clear structure Evidence — achieved
through references to norms of law, legal doctrine, and judicial
practice Conciseness — achieved through nominalization and
complex syntactic structures Mastering these structural and
linguistic features is essential for students and scholars in the field
of law who need to read, understand, and produce scientific legal
texts in Russian.
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1.2

Topic 2. Object (concept, process, property,
function, etc.) and its attributes .

In scientific legal discourse, the ability to clearly define an object
(concept, process, property, function, etc.) and describe its attributes
is fundamental. Legal science operates with abstract entities —
norms, rights, obligations, legal facts — that cannot be observed
directly but can be described through their attributes. This material
outlines the standard logical-semantic scheme for describing any

C3
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Section
s

Course module title

Course module contents (topics)

Course module contents

Acade
mic
activities
types

legal object, which is essential for students of Russian as a Foreign
Language in law (B2—C1 level). 1. Defining an Object (Concept) in
Law A scientific definition in law follows the strict logical formula:
Object = Class + Distinguishing Features. Component

Question it answers Example (Object: "Legal Norm") Term
(Object) What is being defined?  Legal norm Class (Hypernym)
What broader category does it belong to? ...is a rule of conduct...
Distinguishing Features (Differentiae) What makes it unique
within its class? ...established by the state, secured by coercion,
generally binding. Common Definition Clichés in Legal Russian
Russian Cliché¢  English Equivalent Example ... — 310 ...

...Is a... IIpaBoBast HOpMa — 3TO 00IEO0I3aTEIBLHOE TPABUIIO
noBencHus. 1oy ... monumaercs ... By ... is meant ... [Tox
JIOTOBOPOM HIOHMMAETCSI COTJIalleHHE IBYX MJIM HECKOJIbKUX JIMILL. ...
MpecTaBisieT coooM ... ..represents ... I[IpaBonapyiieHue
npecTaBisieT co00l BHHOBHOE IPOTHBOINPABHOE JesiHUE. TepMUH
«...» o3Ha4aer ... Theterm".." means ... TepMuH «uCK»
03HayaeT TpeOOBaHUE UCTIA K OTBETYHKY. 3aKOHOIATEIb
OTIPENIeIIACT ... KaK ... The legislator defines ... as ...

3aKOHOAATEINb ONPEICISeT NPECTYIUICHHE KaK BHHOBHO
copepieHHOe festaue. 2. Attributes of a Legal Object Once a legal
object is defined, its attributes (mpusnaku) must be described.
Attributes are the qualities, properties, or characteristics that help
identify, classify, or evaluate the object. 2.1. Typology of Legal
Attributes Type of Attribute Question Example
(Object: "Legal Norm") Qualitative What kind is it? (e.g.,
binding/prohibiting, material/procedural)  a binding norm, a
prohibiting norm, a dispositive norm Quantitative =~ How much?
(measurable parameters) The norm contains three elements:
hypothesis, disposition, sanction Structural What are its parts?

A legal norm consists of a hypothesis, a disposition, and a sanction
Functional What does it do? What is it used for? The
function of a legal norm is to regulate social relations Relational
How is it connected to other objects? A legal norm is closely
related to the system of legislation 2.2. Clichés for Describing
Attributes Function Russian Cliché¢ English Equivalent

12




Section
s

Course module title

Course module contents (topics)

Course module contents

Acade
mic
activities
types

Stating a property ... o01agaeT ciieyonuMHI NpU3HAKAMHU: ... ... has
the following features: ... Listing features K ocHOBHBIM
NPU3HAKAM ... OTHOCATCS: ... The main features of ... are: ...
Indicating a function ... IpeJIHA3Ha4YeH JIs ... ... is designed
for ... Showing a connection ... TECHO CBSI3aHO C ... S
closely related to.... 3. Essence (CymHocTs) of a Legal Concept
Beyond the definition, legal texts often require revealing the essence
of a concept — its most important, core meaning. Clichés for
Describing Essence Russian Cliché English Equivalent

Example CymiHOCTS ... 3aKIII09aETCs B TOM, YTO......... The essence
of ... lies in the fact that..... CymHocTs npaBa 3akiroyaercs B
peryaupoBaHUH OOLIECTBEHHBIX OTHOLIEHHH. [ TaBHOE B.......... 3T0

The main thing in ... is.......] 1aBHOE B MOTOBOpE — 3TO
COTIJIACOBAHHOCTH BOJIb CTOPOH. OCHOBY ... COCTABIISCT ... The
basis of ... is........ OCHOBY ITPaBOBOTO TOCYIAPCTBA COCTABJISET
BEPXOBEHCTBO 3aKkoHa. KiltoueBas XapakTepuCTHKA ... — 3TO ...

The key characteristic of ... is......... KiroueBast xapakrepucTuka
cyJZieOHO# BacTu — 3T0 He3aBucuMocTh. Example: Distinguishing
Definition and Essence Concept  Definition Essence
Contract A contract is an agreement between two or more persons
to establish, modify, or terminate civil rights and obligations. The
essence of a contract lies in the autonomy of will of the parties and

the binding force of the agreement. Legal Responsibility Legal
responsibility is the obligation of a person to suffer adverse
consequences for a committed offense. The essence of legal

responsibility lies in state coercion and the negative consequences
for the offender. 4. Classification of Legal Concepts Classification
is the logical operation of dividing a set of objects (a class) into
subsets (subclasses) based on a specific attribute (the basis of
classification). Example: Classifying "Legal Norms" Basis of
Classification (Attribute) Subclasses (Types of Legal Norms) By
function in legal regulation Material, Procedural By nature of
obligation Binding, Prohibiting, Authorizing By method of
regulation Imperative (mandatory), Dispositive (optional)
By scope General, Special, Exceptional By legal force

Laws, By-laws By sphere of action Civil, Criminal, Administrative,

13




Acade

Section Course module title . .

s Course module contents (topics) Course module contents mic
activities
types

etc. Clichés for Classification Russian Cliché English
Equivalent ... knaccupuuupyrorcs Ha ... ... are classified into ...
Berensrot cnenyroniue Buabl ... The following types of ... are
distinguished... ITo mpu3Haky ... Kjacc ... JEJIUTCS Ha ...

Based on the attribute of ..., the class ... is divided into ... B
3aBHCHMOCTH OT ... BEIIENAOT ...  Depending on ..., they
distinguish ... CymiecTByeT HECKOJIBKO MOJXO0I0B K KITaCCH(PUKAIINN

There are several approaches to the classification of ... 5.
Subclasses of Concepts in Law A subclass is a subset of a class that
has all the characteristics of the class plus at least one additional
distinguishing feature. Clichés for Introducing Subclasses Russian
Clich¢  English Equivalent BHyTpu kinacca ... BBIAEISIOT

MOJIKJIACC ... Within the class ... they distinguish the subclass
...... OTHOCHTCS K MOJKIIACCY ... ... belongs to the subclass ...
OCo0BIM MOAKIIACCOM ... SIBIISIOTCS ... A special subclass of ...
is ... PAa3HOBUHOCTHIO ... SIBISICTCA ... A typeof ... is ... 6.

Belonging of a Concept to a Subclass After establishing a
classification, you must be able to state that a specific legal object
belongs to a particular subclass. Example "The Russian legal system
belongs to the Romano-Germanic legal family." "An administrative
offense is a type of legal offense." "The statute of limitations is
included in the institution of limitation of actions." Clichés for
Expressing Belonging Russian Cliché English Equivalent ...

OTHOCHTCS K ... ... belongsto ... ... SIBJISCTCS ... wisa. ..
BXOJIWT B ... ...isincluded in......... MPEJCTaBIsIET COOOU
Pa3HOBUIHOCT ... ... is a type of ... 3akoHOATENIb OTHOCHT ... K ...

The legislator classifies ... as.... Clichés for Negating Belonging
Russian Cliché  English Equivalent ... He OTHOCHTCA K ...

does not belong to ... ... HE SBIISETCA ... ..isnota... ...
OTJINYAETCS OT ... TEM, UTO ... ... differs from ... in that .... 7.
The Full Logical-Semantic Scheme for Describing a Legal Object
When writing a scientific legal text, you can use the following 6-
step scheme to provide a complete description of any legal object.
Step Task  Key Clichés Example (Object: "Legal Fact")
1. Definition State what the objectis. ...—3T0...
IOpunnaecknii pakT — 3TO KOHKPETHOE KUIHEHHOE
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00CTOSTENIBCTBO, C KOTOPBIM 3aKOH CBSI3bIBACT BOSHHKHOBCHHE,
W3MEHEHHE WITH MPEKpallleHne MpaBooTHoIIeHuiA. 2. Essence State
the most important, core idea. CyILHOCTS ... 3aKJIIOYaeTCs B
TOM, 4TO ... CyIIHOCTb IOPUANYECKOT0 (haKTa 3aKIF0YaeTCs B
€ro CIIOCOOHOCTH BIMATH HA TMHAMUKY IIPaBOBBIX OTHOLICHHH. 3.
Attributes List its main properties and features. K
OCHOBHBIM IIPU3HAKaM ... OTHOCSTCS: ... K ocHOBHBIM
MIPU3HAKaM IOPHIHYECKOT0 (haKTa OTHOCSTCS: PeaabHOCTB,
MPEyCMOTPEHHOCTh 3aKOHOM, CIIOCOOHOCTE BEI3BIBATH IIPaBOBEIC
nocuenctsus. 4. Classification Describe what types exist.
BrinensoT cnenyrouue BUabl ... BplIensooT ciaegyroniue BUIbI
opuandeckux (GakToB: coObITHs U AercTBHs. 5. Subclass Division
Explain how the class is divided into subclasses.  Ilo nmpusHaky
... IenuTes Ha ... [lo mpu3HaKy CBS3HU ¢ BOJeH CyObeKTa
OpunYecKue GaKThI ACIATCSA Ha COOBITUS (HE 3aBHUCSIIHE OT BOJIH)
U JeiicTBys (3aBHCsIME OT Bosn). 6. Belonging State which
subclass your example belongs to. ... orHocuTes k ...Mcteuenne
CpOKa MCKOBOW JABHOCTH OTHOCHTCSI K MTOJIKIIACCY COOBITHH. §.
Practical Examples from Different Branches of Law Example 1:
Civil Law (Object: "Transaction") Step Text Definition A
transaction is an action of citizens and legal entities aimed at
establishing, modifying, or terminating civil rights and obligations.
Essence The essence of a transaction lies in the expression of the
will of the parties aimed at achieving a legal result. Attributes The
main features of a transaction are: legality of content, capacity of the
parties, compliance with form. ClassificationThe following types of
transactions are distinguished: unilateral, bilateral, and multilateral.
Subclass division Based on the number of expressing parties,
transactions are divided into unilateral and mutual. Belonging A
will belongs to the subclass of unilateral transactions. Example 2:
Criminal Law (Object: "Crime") Step Text Definition A
crime is a socially dangerous act prohibited by criminal law under
threat of punishment. Essence The essence of a crime lies in
its public danger. Attributes The main features of a crime
are: public danger, unlawfulness, guilt, and punishability.
Classification Depending on the nature and degree of public
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danger, crimes are divided into: minor gravity, moderate gravity,
serious, and especially serious. Subclass division Based on the
form of guilt, crimes are divided into intentional and reckless.
Belonging Theft belongs to the subclass of intentional
crimes. Example 3: Constitutional Law (Object: "Constitutional
Rights") Step Text Definition Constitutional rights are the
fundamental rights and freedoms of man and citizen enshrined in
the Constitution. Essence The essence of constitutional rights lies
in their recognition as the highest value by the state. AttributesThe
main features of constitutional rights are: fundamental nature, direct
effect, judicial protection. Classification The following types of
constitutional rights are distinguished: personal, political, socio-
economic, cultural. Subclass division Based on the sphere of
life, constitutional rights are divided into personal (the right to life)
and political (the right to vote). Belonging The right to freedom of
speech belongs to the subclass of political rights. 9. Practical
Exercises for Students Exercise 1. Identify the Structural Element
Read the following texts and identify which step of the logical-
semantic scheme is presented. 1.  «OCHOBHBIMH TTpU3HAKAMHU
AIMHHHUCTPATHBHOTO NPABOHAPYLICHHS SBIISIOTCS:
NPOTHBOIPABHOCTH, BUHOBHOCTb, HAKa3yeMOCTb». 2. «JloroBop
KYIUIU-TIPOJIaKU OTHOCHUTCS K ITOAKIACCY IBYCTOPOHHUX
KOHCEHCYaJIbHBIX 0r0BOpOBY. 3.  «CyIIHOCTh CyAeOHOI BIacTu
3aKJIFOYAETCs B OCYIISCTBICHUHU MPABOCYIUSI HE3aBUCUMBIM
cymom». Exercise 2. Complete the Definition Complete the
following legal definitions. 1. 3aKOH — 3TO HOPMATUBHBII
MIPaBOBOM aKT, MPUHATHIHA ... 2. IIpaBocioco6HOCTE — 3TO
CcHocoOHOCTh uIna ... 3.  MckoBas maBHOCTH — 97TO ... Exercise 3.
Classify Legal Concepts Complete the classification table for the
concept «lOpunuaeckoe numo». Basis of classification

Subclasses I1o nemu nesrensHocTH ? [1o opraHu3anmoHHO-
npaBoBoii popme ? Ilo hopme codbcTBEeHHOCTH ? Exercise 4.
Write a Paragraph Choose a legal concept from your field (e.g.,
«IOTOBOP», «IIPABOHAPYILEHHEY, KIOPHINYCCKast
OTBETCTBEHHOCTHY»). Write a short paragraph (5-7 sentences) that
includes: definition, essence, at least two attributes, and a statement
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of belonging to a subclass. Exercise 5. Analyze a Legal Text Find a
legal definition in the Civil Code of the Russian Federation (e.g.,
Article 1 of the Civil Code). Analyze it according to the formula:
Class + Distinguishing Features. Summary Table Concept
Definition Key Clichés Definition  Object = Class +
Distinguishing Features ... — 370 ..., [lof ... moEMMaeTcH ...
Essence The most important, core meaning CyIIHOCTS ...
3aKJIFOYAeTCst B TOM, 4TO ... Attribute Property, quality,
feature K OCHOBHBIM MpHU3HAKaM ... oTHocsTCS ... Classification
Division into types based on a single criterion Beinensior
CIIeYIOIIIE BUIBI ..., [0 Mpu3HaKy ... feauTes Ha ... Subclass A
subset with additional features BHyTpu Kiacca ... BBIISNSIOT
nojgkiace ... Belonging  The relationship between an element and
a subclass ... OTHOCHTCH K ..., ... iBligercd ... Conclusion The
ability to define a legal object, identify its attributes, classify it, and
establish its belonging to a subclass is a fundamental skill in legal
science. This logical-semantic scheme is universal and can be
applied to any legal concept — from «legal norm» to «state
sovereignty». Key takeaways for students of Russian in law: 1.

Legal definitions follow the strict formula: Object = Class +
Distinguishing Features. 2. Attributes answer the questions: What
kind? How does it work? What parts does it consist of? 3.

Classification requires a clear basis for division (one criterion at a
time). 4. Subclasses are nested within classes; the same object can
belong to different subclasses depending on the basis of
classification. 5. Mastering the clichés presented in this material
will help you write clear, precise, and logically structured legal texts
in Russian.
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1.3

Topic 3. Typical logical and semantic scheme
of the text.

In legal science and professional legal communication, texts are not
arbitrary collections of sentences. They are constructed according to
specific logical-semantic schemes (LSS) — standard models for
organizing information about legal objects, processes, and
phenomena. Understanding these schemes helps both to analyze
complex legal texts (statutes, judgments, legal opinions) and to
produce clear, well-structured legal writing (memos, briefs,
scholarly articles). 1. Why Are Logical-Semantic Schemes

C3
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Important in Law? For the Reader / Interpreter For the Writer
(Lawyer, Judge, Scholar) Helps predict the content and structure of
a legal text Provides a clear plan for organizing legal
arguments Makes it easier to find specific information (e.g., legal
grounds, conclusions) Ensures logical coherence and
completeness of legal reasoning Facilitates interpretation of
ambiguous provisions Prevents omission of essential elements
(facts, norms, conclusions) Reduces the risk of misinterpretation
Helps meet the expectations of the legal audience 2. The Universal
Scheme for Describing a Legal Object This is the most fundamental
LSS, applicable to any legal object — from a "legal norm" to a
"contract" to a "crime." Step Logical Operation Key
Questions Communicative Goal 1  Definition What
is it? What class does it belong to? What are its distinguishing
features? To introduce the legal object and give its precise meaning
2 Essence What is the main, most important idea behind it?
To reveal the core, the fundamental principle 3 Attributes /
Features What are its qualities? What are its essential
characteristics?  To provide a detailed characterization for

identification and classification 4  Structure / Elements What
parts does it consist of?  To show the internal organization (for
complex legal objects) 5 Functions What does it do? What

is its purpose?  To explain the role and purpose in the legal
system 6 Classification = What types or kinds exist? What is the
basis for dividing them?  To show the relationship of this object to
others in its class Example: Applying the Scheme to the Concept of

"Legal Norm" Step Text  Cliché 1. Definition A
legal norm is a generally binding rule of conduct established by the
state. ...—910 ... 2. Essence  The essence of a legal norm lies

in its regulatory function. CyIIHOCTS ... 3aKJII0OYaETCA B TOM, 9TO ...
3. Attributes The main features of a legal norm are: general
bindingness, formal certainty, and state coercion. K ocHOBHBIM
MPU3HAKAM ... OTHOCATCA: ... 4. Structure A legal norm consists
of three elements: hypothesis, disposition, and sanction.

cocTouT 13 ....5. Functions The main function of a legal norm is to
regulate social relations.  OcHOBHast pyHKIKS ... 3aKITFOYACTCS B ...
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6. Classification Legal norms are classified by function into
material and procedural norms. ... KITacCUpUIUPYIOTCS HA ... 3.
The Scheme for Describing a Legal Process When the object of
description is a legal process (e.g., legislative process, judicial
proceedings, contract formation), the LSS shifts from static
attributes to dynamic stages. Step  Logical Operation Key
Questions Key Clichés 1  Definition of the process What
is this legal process? Ipomece ... — 310 ... 2 Purpose /
Function Why does it happen? What is its legal result? Hems
nporecca — ..., [Ipomecc Hampasiues Ha ... 3 Conditions (Legal
grounds) When does it start? What is required for it to occur?
OcCHOBaHHEM [T ... SIBISIETCA ..., [Ipoliecc HAUMHACTCSI TIPH
yCIIOBHH ... 4 Stages / Steps ~ What are the main stages? What
happens first, then, finally?IIporiecc BKIFOUACT CIEAYIOUIHE ITAIIBI:
..., CHauaya ..., 3aTeM ..., HAKOHEI] ... 5 Result / Legal
consequence What is the final legal outcome? B pe3ynbrare
nporecca ..., [[paBoBEIM MoclieIcTBUEM ABisieTcs ... Example:
Describing the "Legislative Process" Step ~ Text Definition The
legislative process is the procedure for the adoption of laws by the
legislative body. Purpose The purpose of the legislative process is
to create legally binding norms. Conditions The legislative process
begins with the introduction of a bill by a subject of legislative
initiative. Stages The legislative process includes the following
stages: introduction of the bill, review in committees, readings in
parliament, adoption by the chamber, signing by the head of state.
Result  The result of the legislative process is the adoption of a
law. 4. The Scheme for Establishing a Legal Qualification This LSS
is used to determine whether a particular factual situation falls under
a specific legal norm. It is the core of legal reasoning. Step

Logical Operation Key Questions Key Clichés 1
Statement of the legal norm What does the law say? B
COOTBETCTBHH CO CT. ... YK P, ... 2Statement of the facts What
happened in fact? 13 marepuainos nena cienyer, 4To ... 3

Comparison (Subsumption) Do the facts fall under the
norm?  JlefcTBUS MIa TIOANAAIOT MO MPU3HAKY ... 4
Conclusion (Qualification) What is the legal classification?
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CrenoBatenbsHO, collestHHOE KBamuduuupyercs Kax ... Example:
Applying the Qualification Scheme Step Text Legal norm
According to Article 158 of the Criminal Code of the Russian
Federation, theft is the secret theft of another's property. Facts From
the case file, it follows that the citizen secretly took a phone from an
unattended bag. Comparison The citizen's actions fall under
the elements of secret theft of another's property. Conclusion
Consequently, the actions are qualified as theft under Article 158 of
the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation. 5. The Scheme for
Interpreting a Legal Norm (Hermeneutic Scheme) This LSS is used
when a legal norm is ambiguous and requires interpretation. Step
Logical Operation Key Questions Key Clichés 1
Statement of the ambiguity What is unclear in the norm?

®opMynHMpoBKa 3aKOHA HE TI03BOJISIET OIPENEIIUTD ... 2
Grammatical interpretation What is the literal meaning of
the words? BykBanbHOE TOJIKOBaHME JaHHONW HOPMBI
O3HaJaer ... 3 Systematic interpretation How does this norm
relate to other norms? CucreMaTnueckoe TOJIKOBaHHUE
IMO3BOJISIET CAENIATh BBIBOL ... 4 Teleological interpretation
What is the purpose of the norm? Wcxons u3 menn 3akoHa ... 5
Conclusion (Chosen interpretation)What is the correct meaning?
Takum oOpazom, 1of ... ciaeayer moHuMars .....6. The Scheme for
Cause and Effect in Legal Contexts This LSS is used to explain why
a legal phenomenon occurs (causes) or what consequences it leads

to (effects). Step Logical Operation Key Questions Key
Clichés 1 Statement of the phenomenon What legal fact or
situation is being observed? Habmonaercs...., Umeer mecto

.2 Causes Why did it happen? What legal grounds exist?
[prauHOii ... sBIsAeTCA ..., ITO O0yciHoBiIeHO ... 3 Legal

consequences What legal effects did this lead to? Cnencreuem

... ABJISIETCA ..., DTO BiieueT..... Example: Describing "Suspension of
Limitation Period" Step  Text Phenomenon The running

of the limitation period was suspended. Cause The

suspension occurred because the plaintiff was unable to file a claim
due to force majeure circumstances. Consequences The
consequence of suspension is that the time during which the force
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majeure was in effect is not counted toward the limitation period. 7.
The Scheme for Argumentation (Persuasion) in Legal Writing This
LSS is used in legal memos, briefs, and scholarly articles to
convince the reader of a certain point of view. Step  Logical
Operation Key Questions Key Clichés 1 ~ Thesis What
is the main claim? What does the author want to prove?
ABTOp yTBEpIKIaeT, 4To ..., LesIb apryMeHTanum — nokasarhb, 4To
.2 Legal Argument 1 What is the first legal reason?
Bo-1iepBbIX, B COOTBETCTBHH €O CT. ... 3 Evidence / Example 1
What norm or judicial practice supports this? JlaHHbIit
BBIBO/JI ITOJITBEPIKAAETCS IocTaHOBIeHHeM [1inenyma BepxoBHoro
Cyna ... 4Legal Argument 2 What is the second
legal reason? Bo-BTOpBIX, U3 CMBICTA 3aKOHA CHAEAYET ... 5
Evidence / Example 2 What additional support is there?
AHayorn4Has TO3UIHNS H3NI0KeHa B pemieHnn ... 6 Conclusion
What conclusion follows from the arguments? Taxum
o0pa3oMm, ciemyer mpu3Hath, uto ....8. Clichés for Navigating a
Legal Text These clichés signal transitions between the steps of any
logical-semantic scheme in legal writing. Function  Russian
Cliché  English Equivalent Starting a topic OcTanoBumcs Ha....,
Paccmorpum ... Let us focus on..., Let us consider.... Citing a norm
B cooTBeTCTBHM CO CTaTheli ..., COracHo MyHKTY .....In accordance
with Article..., According to paragraph ....Citing judicial practice
Kax ykazan BepxoBusiii Cyz ... , U3 noctanosnenus [lnenyma

CIIEIyeT ... As the Supreme Court indicated... , From the
resolution of the Plenum it follows ... Drawing a conclusion

Takum obpazom, ..., Utak, ..., CaenoBaTenbHo, ... Thus..., So...,
Consequently... Giving an example Hanpuwmep, ..., Tak, ........... For

example..., For instance... Showing cause ~ IlockoibKy...., Tak kak
Because..., Since... Showing effect [Toatomy...., B
pesyJibrare ... Therefore..., As a result.... Making a qualification
CosiessHHOE KBATU(PUIAPYETCS KaK ... The act is qualified as
...9. Practical Application To analyze any legal text, ask yourself: 1.
What is the object of description? (A concept, a process, a
qualification, a cause-effect relationship?) 2. Which logical-
semantic scheme is being used? (Use the tables above to match.) 3.
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Which steps are present? (Not all schemes use all steps.) 4.  What
are the key clichés that signal the transitions between steps? By
answering these questions, you can quickly deconstruct any
complex legal text and understand its underlying logical structure.
Similarly, when writing, you can use these schemes as blueprints to
organize your legal thoughts before you write a single sentence. 10.
Practical Exercises for Students Exercise 1. Identify the Scheme
Read the following fragments and identify which logical-semantic
scheme is being used. 1.  «OcHOBHBIMH TIPHU3HAKAMHU
IOPUANYECKOTO JIMLA ABIISIOTCS: OPraHU3aLOHHOE €ANHCTBO,
UMYIIECTBEHHAs 000COOJICHHOCT, CAMOCTOSITEIbHAS
OTBETCTBEHHOCTb, BEICTYIUICHHE B IPaXKJAHCKOM 000pOTE OT CBOETO
UMEeHu». 2. «CornacHno ct. 158 'K P®, cienku coBepiarotcs
B YCTHOW WJIM MUCbMeHHOU opme. VcTer yTBepxKIaeT, 4To
JIOTOBOP OBLT 3aKiT04eH YCTHO. OTHAKO B COOTBETCTBHH CO CT. 161
I'K PO, caenku 10pUIMYECKUX JIAIL MEKIY COOO0 TOJDKHBI
COBEpILIATHCS B POCTOM MUCHMEHHOM (hopmey. 3. «IIpouecc
pPaccCMOTpPEHUs [eNa B Cy/ie IePBO HHCTAHIIMH BKIIOYACT
CIIEIYIOIIIE TAIlbl: IOATOTOBKA Jielia K CyieOHOMY
pa30oHpaTeNnbCTBY, CyIeOHOE 3acelaHne, BHIHECEHHE PELICHHS.
Exercise 2. Complete the Scheme Complete the missing steps in the
following legal reasoning: Legal norm: According to Article 14 of
the Family Code of the Russian Federation, circumstances
preventing marriage include: close kinship, adoptive parent and
adopted child, incapacity of one of the parties. Facts: From the case
file, it follows that the bride and groom are cousins. Comparison:
Conclusion:

Exercise 3. Write a Legal Text
Write a short text (5-7 sentences) using the Argumentation Scheme
on the following thesis: «VIckoBast JTaBHOCTh TOJKHA OBITH
BoccraHoBieHay. Use the following clichés: Bo-iepBBIX, BO-BTOPBIX,
B COOTBETCTBHH CO CT., TAKHM 00pa30M, cliefoBaTeIbHO. Summary
Table: LSS in Law at a Glance Type of Scheme Central
Question Key Steps Legal Application Object Description
What is it? Definition — Attributes — Structure —
Functions — Classification Defining legal concepts
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(contract, crime, legal norm) Process Description How does it
happen? Purpose — Conditions — Stages — Result Describing
judicial proceedings, legislative process Qualification Does the norm
apply? Norm — Facts — Comparison — Conclusion

Subsuming facts under legal norms Interpretation =~ What does the
norm mean? Ambiguity — Grammatical — Systematic —
Teleological — Conclusion Resolving ambiguity in statutes
Cause and Effect Why did it happen? Phenomenon —
Causes — Consequences Establishing causation in tort law
Argumentation ~ Why should I believe this? Thesis —
Arguments — Evidence — Conclusion Legal memos, briefs,
scholarly articles Conclusion Mastering typical logical-semantic
schemes is a core skill for legal professionals and students. These
schemes provide the scaffolding upon which clear, logical, and
persuasive legal communication is built. Whether you are reading a
statute, interpreting a contract, qualifying a crime, or writing a legal
memo, understanding the underlying logical-semantic structure
allows you to navigate the text efficiently and produce well-
organized legal writing.

1.4

Topic 4. Subclasses of concepts. Belonging of
a concept to a subclass.

In legal science and professional legal communication, precise
categorization is essential. Understanding subclasses and the
belonging of a legal concept to a specific subclass allows for clear,
logical, and unambiguous description of legal phenomena. This
topic is a natural extension of the logical-semantic scheme for
describing a legal object and is crucial for effective legal writing,
statutory interpretation, and scholarly analysis. 1. Class and
Subclass: Basic Definitions in Law Term  Definition

Example (Legal context) Class (Hypernym) A broad legal category
or set of legal objects that share common characteristics. Legal
Liability Subclass (Hyponym) A subset of a legal class that has
all the characteristics of the class plus at least one additional
distinguishing feature. Contractual Liability Element / Instance
A specific individual legal object belonging to a subclass.

Liability for breach of a sale contract Key Point: A subclass is both
a class (in relation to its elements) and a subclass (in relation to the
broader class above it). This is called a relative concept. 2. The

C3
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Basis for Division: Why Subclasses Exist in Law A legal class is
divided into subclasses based on a specific attribute or criterion.
This is called the basis of division. Changing the basis of division
results in a completely different set of subclasses. Understanding the
basis is crucial for legal interpretation. Example: Classifying the
Concept "Legal Norms" Basis of Division (Attribute) Subclasses
Example Elements By legal force Laws, By-laws, Decrees,
Regulations Federal Law, Presidential Decree, Government
Regulation By function in legal regulation Material, Procedural
Criminal Code (material), Code of Criminal Procedure (procedural)
By nature of obligation =~ Binding, Prohibiting, Authorizing Pay
taxes (binding), Do not steal (prohibiting), Right to inheritance
(authorizing) By method of regulation Imperative
(mandatory), Dispositive (optional) Tax norms (imperative),
Contract norms (dispositive) By sphere of action Constitutional,
Civil, Criminal, Administrative, etc.Civil Code (civil law), Criminal
Code (criminal law) Conclusion: The same legal concept ("legal
norm") belongs to different subclasses depending on which attribute
we choose as the basis for classification. 3. The Hierarchy of
Classes and Subclasses in Law Legal concepts can be organized into
multi-level hierarchies. An element at one level becomes a class at
the next level down. Example: The Concept "Legal Fact" Level
Category Example Level 1 (Highest) Class  Legal
Facts Level 2 SubclassEvents (independent of human will)
Level 3 Sub-subclass Absolute events (e.g., natural disaster)
Level 4 Sub-sub-subclass Force majeure circumstances Level 5
(Lowest) Element (Instance) An earthquake that destroyed
property Rule: The lower the level, the more specific (and
numerous) the distinguishing features. 4. How to Express Belonging
to a Subclass in Legal Russian In scientific and professional legal
Russian, specific clichés are used to indicate that a legal concept
belongs to a particular subclass. These clichés express the logical
relationship of hyponymy (is-a relationship). 4.1. Clichés for Stating
Belonging Russian Cliché English Equivalent Example ...
OTHOCHUTCS K ... ... belongs to ... AIMHUHHCTpaTHBHOE
[paBOHAPYIICHHUE OTHOCHTCSI K MOKJIACCY MyOIMYHO-TIPABOBBIX
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JICITUKTOB. ... SIBISIETCS ... ... 1S @ ... JIOrOBOP KyILIH-TIPOIaXH
SIBJISIETCSL MIOJIKJIACCOM TPAXKIAHCKO-IIPABOBBIX IOTOBOPOB. ...
BXOJHUT B ... ...1s included in ... Heobxonumas

000pOHA BXOJUT B MOJIKIACC OOCTOSTENBCTB, UCKITIOUAIOIINX
HPECTYIHOCTb JIESTHUSL. ... IPENICTABISET COOOH Pa3HOBHIHOCTS ...
...isatype of ... AkmuoHepHOE 00IIECTBO MPEICTABISIET COOOM
Pa3HOBUIHOCTD X035 CTBEHHBIX 00IIECTB. 3aKOHOAATEIb OTHOCHT
..X ... The legislator classifies ... as ... = 3akoHOZaTeI b OTHOCHUT
Kpaxxy K MOJIKJIacCy MPeCTYIJICHNH MPOTUB COOCTBEHHOCTH. 4.2.
Clichés for Negating Belonging Russian Cliché English
Equivalent Example ... He OTHOCHTCA K ... ... does not
belong to ... [IpuunHeHue Bpeaa npu KpaiHen
HEOOXOAMMOCTH HE OTHOCHTCSI K TIOAKIIACCY HEITPaBOMEPHBIX
JICUCTBUML. ... HE SABJIETCH ... ..isnota... Heycrolika e
SIBJISIETCS TI0/IKJIACCOM YOBITKOB. ... OTJINYAETCS OT ... ... differs from
Coyuactue oOTIM4aeTCs OT OPraHU30BaHHOM I'PYIIIBI 110
npusHaky ycroiuuBoctu. 5. The Full Logical-Semantic Scheme for
Belonging in Law When describing the belonging of a legal concept
to a subclass, a scientific or professional legal text typically follows
this 5-step logical scheme: Step Operation Key Questions
Example (Object: "Lease Agreement") 1  Define the class What
is the broader legal category? A civil law contract is an
agreement between two or more persons to establish, modify, or
terminate civil rights and obligations. 2 State the basis for
division On what attribute are we classifying? Civil law
contracts are classified by their subject matter and content. 3 List
the subclasses ~ What are the subclasses within the class? ~ The
main subclasses of civil law contracts include: sale, donation, lease,
contract for services, loan, etc. 4  State the distinguishing feature
of the subclass ~ What characterizes the chosen subclass? A
lease agreement is characterized by the transfer of property for
temporary possession and use for a fee. 5 State the belonging
Which subclass does our object belong to? Therefore, the
agreement concluded between the parties belongs to the subclass of
lease agreements. 6. Practical Examples from Different Branches of
Law Example 1: Criminal Law StepText Class Crimes are
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socially dangerous acts prohibited by criminal law under threat of
punishment. Basis for division Based on the object of the
criminal assault... Subclasses ...crimes are divided into:
crimes against the person, crimes against property, crimes against
public safety, etc. Distinguishing feature ~ Crimes against
property are characterized by the infliction of property damage.
Belonging Theft belongs to the subclass of crimes against
property. Example 2: Civil Law (Objects of Civil Rights) Step Text
Class  Objects of civil rights are material and intangible goods
about which civil legal relations arise. Basis for division

Based on their material nature and turnover capacity... Subclasses

...objects of civil rights are divided into: things (including money
and securities), works and services, information, results of
intellectual activity, intangible benefits. Distinguishing feature
Things are objects of the material world that can satisfy human
needs and are in civil circulation. Belonging A car belongs to the
subclass of things. Example 3: Constitutional Law (Human Rights)
Step Text Class Human and civil rights and freedoms are
the fundamental rights enshrined in the Constitution. Basis for
division Based on the sphere of life... Subclasses  ...they are
divided into: personal, political, socio-economic, and cultural rights.
Distinguishing feature Political rights ensure citizen
participation in the management of state affairs. Belonging  The
right to vote and be elected belongs to the subclass of political
rights. Example 4: Administrative Law (Types of Administrative
Offenses) Step  Text Class An administrative offense is an
unlawful, guilty act (or omission) for which administrative liability
is established. Basis for division =~ Based on the sphere in which
the offense is committed... Subclasses ...administrative
offenses are divided into: offenses in the field of property
protection, offenses in the field of road traffic, offenses in the field
of entrepreneurship, etc. Distinguishing feature Offenses in
the field of property protection are characterized by causing
property damage. Belonging Petty theft belongs to the
subclass of administrative offenses in the field of property
protection. 7. Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them Mistake
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Example Correction Inconsistent basis for division Legal
norms are divided into criminal, civil, and dispositive. (Mixed
criteria) By branch: criminal, civil, administrative. By method:
imperative, dispositive. Overlapping subclasses Contracts are
divided into bilateral and compensated. (A bilateral contract can be
compensated) By number of parties: unilateral, bilateral. By
compensation: compensated, gratuitous. Incomplete classification
Legal entities are divided into commercial and non-commercial
organizations. (Missing unitary enterprises, partnerships, etc.) By
purpose of activity: commercial, non-commercial, including:
business partnerships, business companies, production cooperatives,
unitary enterprises. Incorrect level of belonging The
Constitution belongs to the class of by-laws. (Incorrect; it is the
highest law) The Constitution belongs to the class of laws.
Stating belonging without a basis  This contract is a purchase and
sale agreement. (Without explaining why)  Since the agreement
provides for the transfer of goods for money, it belongs to the
subclass of purchase and sale agreements. 8. Practical Exercises for
Students (RFL B2-C1, Law) Exercise 1. Identify the Basis and
Belonging Read the following statements. Identify: (1) the class, (2)
the basis for division, (3) the subclass, (4) the element whose
belonging is stated. "Based on the form of guilt, crimes are divided
into intentional and reckless. Murder committed with direct intent
belongs to the subclass of intentional crimes." Answer: Class —
crimes; Basis — form of guilt; Subclasses — intentional, reckless;
Element — murder with direct intent; Belonging — intentional crimes.
Exercise 2. Complete the Belonging Statement Complete the
following sentences using the appropriate clichés. 1. Jloroop

JapeHus K MIOJIKIIacCy noroBopoB. 2.  Koncturymms
Poccuiickoit denepannn BBICIIIIM 3aKOHOM, K
MOJIKJIACCY . 3. AIMUHUCTPATUBHBIN mTpad K
MOJIKJIACCY HakazaHWil. 4. 3aKoHOJATEh HCKOBYIO
JTAaBHOCTD TTOJIKJIACCY cpokoB. Exercise 3. Find the

Error Find the logical error in the following statement and correct it.
"Legal entities are divided into commercial organizations and
limited liability companies." Expected answer: The error is an
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inconsistent basis for division (commercial organizations are a class,
limited liability companies are a type within that class). Correction:
"Legal entities are divided into commercial and non-commercial
organizations. Limited liability companies belong to the subclass of
commercial organizations." Exercise 4. Write a 5-Step Scheme
Choose a legal concept from your field of study (e.g., "law," "legal
responsibility," "court decision," "administrative penalty") and write
a 5-step logical scheme describing its belonging to a subclass. Use
the following structure: 1. Define the class. 2. State the basis
for division. 3. List the subclasses. 4. State the distinguishing
feature of the chosen subclass. 5.  State the belonging of your
object. Summary Table Concept  Definition Key Clichés
Class A broad legal category K kiaccy ... OTHOCSTCS ...
Subclass A subset with additional features Brigemnstor
ciietyroniue nojkinaccsl ... Basis for divisionThe attribute used for
classification ITo npusHaxy ..., B 3aBUCUMOCTH OT ...
Distinguishing feature What characterizes the subclass
OTMUaATENEHON YepToii ... aBnsercs ... Belonging The
relationship between an element and a subclass ... OTHOCHTCS
K ..., ... et ... Conclusion Understanding subclasses and the
logical operation of establishing belonging is essential for clear
legal scientific and professional communication. It allows you to: 1.
Move from general statements to precise, specific legal claims 2.
Organize complex legal information in a way that is logical and
easy to follow 3. Classify legal phenomena correctly for scholarly
analysis and legal practice 4. Avoid logical errors in legal
reasoning For students of Russian in law, mastering the clichés
presented in this material will enable you to write and speak about
legal concepts with precision, clarity, and logical rigor. Whether
you are classifying crimes, contracts, or constitutional rights, the
ability to correctly identify the basis for division and state the
belonging of a concept to a subclass is a fundamental skill in legal
science and practice.

1.5

Topic 5. Expansion, contraction, and
specification of the theme of the text.

In legal texts — whether statutes, judicial decisions, contracts, or
scholarly articles — the author constantly manipulates the theme
(what is being discussed) to guide the reader through the argument,

C3
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to provide necessary context, and to focus on specific legal issues.
Understanding how to expand, contract, and specify the theme is
essential for both analyzing complex legal texts and producing
clear, well-structured legal writing. This topic is a natural extension
of the principles of theme-rheme organization applied to legal
discourse. 1. Key Concepts: Theme and Its Dynamics in Legal
Texts Term Definition Theme (Topic) What is being
discussed; the "given" information that serves as the starting point
of a sentence or legal text. Expansion Moving from a
narrower, more specific legal theme to a broader, more general one
(e.g., from a specific case to a general principle). Contraction
Moving from a broader, more general legal theme to a narrower,
more specific one (e.g., from a general legal principle to a specific
application). Specification A type of contraction that involves
adding details, parameters, conditions, or facts to make the legal
theme more precise and unambiguous. 2. Expansion of the Theme
in Legal Texts Expansion is the logical operation of moving from a
particular legal case to a general principle, from a specific legal rule
to its broader context, or from a concrete example to a general
doctrine. 2.1. When is Expansion Used in Law? Situation

Purpose Concluding a legal analysis To show the broader
implications of a specific judicial decision Introducing a legal topic
To place a specific legal problem within a larger framework (e.g.,

constitutional principles) Connecting to legal doctrine To
show how a specific case relates to a general legal theory
Formulating a general legal principle To derive a universal

statement from specific judicial holdings Making a policy argument
To argue for a broad interpretation of a legal norm 2.2. Linguistic
Markers of Expansion in Legal Russian Russian Marker

English Equivalent Function B 6onee mmmpokoM CMEICTE ...
In a broader sense... Signals a move to a higher level of
abstraction O600111ast, MO’KHO CKa3aTh, YTO ... To generalize,
one can say that... Introduces a general legal conclusion He Tomnbko
.., HOH ... Not only..., but also... Expands the scope of
the legal statement Oto otHOcUTCAs MK ...  This also applies to...
Extends a specific legal finding to a new area C Touku 3peHus
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npasa ... From a legal perspective...Shows how a specific case fits
into a general legal framework /lanHbIit npuHIKMD
pacrpoctpansiercst Ha ... This principle extends to ...

Expands the application of a legal principle 2.3. Example of
Expansion in a Legal Text Original (Narrow Theme): The Supreme
Court's decision in case No. 1234 established that the limitation
period for claims arising from a contract of carriage is one year.
Expanded Theme (Broader Legal Context): In a broader sense, this
decision reflects the general principle that special limitation periods
apply to certain types of contractual obligations. Expanded Theme
(General Legal Principle): Thus, the rule can be formulated as
follows: for contracts involving transportation activities, the
limitation period is reduced from the general three-year period to
one year. 3. Contraction of the Theme in Legal Texts Contraction is
the logical operation of moving from a general legal principle to a
particular case, from a broad legal category to a specific element, or
from a general rule to an exception. 3.1. When is Contraction Used
in Law? Situation Purpose Applying a general rule to specific facts
To show how a legal norm applies to a concrete situation
Analyzing a specific legal issue To narrow the scope of legal
research to a manageable question Stating an exception to a general
rule To show when a general legal principle does not apply
Focusing on a particular element of a legal norm To examine a
specific condition or requirement Interpreting a specific provision
To clarify the meaning of a particular clause in a contract or statute
3.2. Linguistic Markers of Contraction in Legal Russian Russian
Marker English Equivalent Function B wactrOCTH, ... In
particular... Signals a move to a more specific legal case
Paccmotpum, Hanpumep, ... Let us consider, for example...
Introduces an illustrative legal example Orpannunmcs ... We
will limit ourselves to...  Explicitly narrows the legal scope
CocpenoTounm BHUMaHue Ha ...  We will focus on...

Announces a specific legal sub-topic Ha mpumepe ... Using the
example of... Introduces a legal case study I[TpumenurensHo k
nIaHHOMY nenty ... With respect to this case... Narrows a general rule
to specific facts 3.3. Example of Contraction in a Legal Text

31




Homep
pas3nena

HaunmeHoBaHme pa3jena
JUCHMIIIUHBI

HanMeHnoBaHnue TeMbI

Coaep:xanue TeMbl

Bun
y4yeOHoi
padoThI*

Original (Broad Theme): According to Article 196 of the Civil Code
of the Russian Federation, the general limitation period is three
years. Contracted Theme (Specific Application): In particular, for
claims arising from a breach of a construction contract, this three-
year period begins to run from the date the defect was discovered or
should have been discovered. Contracted Theme (Exception):
However, with respect to claims against subcontractors, the
limitation period may be shorter if provided for in the contract. 4.
Specification of the Theme in Legal Texts Specification is a subtype
of contraction. While contraction can be a simple narrowing of
scope, specification involves adding concrete parameters,
conditions, facts, or attributes to a legal theme to make it more
precise and unambiguous. It answers the questions: Which exactly?
Under what conditions? With what limitations? In which
jurisdiction? 4.1. When is Specification Used in Law? Situation
Purpose Stating the specific facts of a case To describe exactly
what happened, eliminating ambiguity Defining the subject matter
of a contract To specify precisely what is being bought, sold,
or transferred Clarifying a legal condition  To state exactly what
must occur for a legal consequence to follow Operationalizing a
legal concept To turn an abstract legal standard into specific,
measurable criteria Distinguishing a case from precedent To
show exactly how the current facts differ from previous decisions
4.2. Linguistic Markers of Specification in Legal Russian Russian
Marker English Equivalent Function A umeHHo ...
Namely... Introduces a precise clarification Touree roBopst
More precisely... Corrects or refines a previous legal
statement [Ipu ycnoBuw, 4ToO ... Under the condition that...
Specifies the necessary legal conditions B mepuon ¢ ... mo ... In the
period from... to... Specifies a time frame (e.g., for limitation
periods) Co cnenytomumu napamerpamu: ... With the following
parameters: ...  Lists specific attributes of a legal object Umeercs
B BULY ... This means... / By this we mean... Clarifies the intended
legal meaning B cmbicne, npunaBaemom ... In the sense given by ...
Specifies the interpretation of a term Ilox ... B HacTosimeM
JoroBope nmonuMaetcst ...  For the purposes of this contract, ...
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means ... Specifies the meaning of a term within a specific legal
document 4.3. Example of Specification in a Legal Text Original
(General Legal Theme): The Seller is obligated to deliver the goods
to the Buyer. Specified Theme (With concrete parameters): The
Seller is obligated to deliver 500 metric tons of Grade A winter
wheat, packaged in 50 kg polypropylene bags, to the Buyer's
warehouse located at 10 Tverskaya Street, Moscow, on or before
December 31, 2024. Original (Abstract Legal Concept): The parties
must act in good faith. Specified Theme (Operationalized): For the
purposes of this agreement, good faith means that each party shall
provide complete and accurate information, shall not conceal
material facts, and shall not take advantage of the other party's
ignorance or mistake. 5. The Full Logical Scheme: A Step-by-Step
Legal Example Let us trace how a legal theme can be expanded,
contracted, and specified within a single legal text (e.g., a judicial

opinion or legal memo). Step Operation Text
Linguistic Marker 1 Broad Theme (General Principle)

Under Russian civil law, contracts must be performed in
accordance with their terms. (Statement of general legal
context) 2 Contraction This case concerns the
performance of a specific type of contract: a construction contract.

...paCCMOTPHUM KOHKPETHBIN BH] ... 3 Specification More

precisely, we must determine whether the contractor performed its
obligation to complete the foundation work by October 15, 2024, as
specified in clause 4.2 of the contract. A uMeHHO ..., Tounee
roBops ... 4 Contraction (to an example) For example,
the contractor submitted a work completion certificate on October
14, but the defect list was signed on October 20. Hanpuwmep, ...
5 Expansion (legal conclusion) Thus, the contractor's
performance is considered late, which is consistent with the general
principle that an obligation is deemed performed when the result is
accepted, not when the work is formally completed. Takum
o0pa3oM ..., B 6ornee mmpokom cMeiche ... 6. Practical Exercises for
Students (RFL B2-C1, Law) Exercise 1. Identify the Operation
Read the following pairs of legal sentences. Does the second
sentence expand, contract, or specify the theme of the first? 1. The
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general limitation period under the Civil Code is three years. In
particular, for claims arising from a contract of carriage, the
limitation period is one year. 2. The court found the defendant
liable for breach of contract. This decision is consistent with the
broader principle of pacta sunt servanda (agreements must be kept).
3. The Seller must deliver the goods. Namely, 100 units of
Model X smartphones, in original packaging, to the Buyer's
warehouse in Moscow. 4. The Constitution guarantees the right to
property. The court analyzed whether the expropriation of the
plaintiff's land for public purposes violated this right. Answers: 1.
Contraction, 2. Expansion, 3. Specification, 4. Contraction
(applying general principle to specific facts). Exercise 2. Expand the
Legal Theme Take the following specific legal statement and write
two expanded versions: (a) a broader legal context, (b) a general
legal principle. Statement: The Supreme Court held that a taxpayer
is not liable for penalties if the tax authority incorrectly interpreted
the law. Example Answer: (a) In a broader sense, this holding
reflects the principle of good faith in tax relations and the protection
of taxpayer reliance on official interpretations. (b) Thus, the general
principle can be formulated as follows: a taxpayer who acts in
reliance on an official interpretation of the law cannot be held liable
for penalties, even if that interpretation is later found to be incorrect.
Exercise 3. Specify the Legal Theme Take the following general
legal statement and make it more specific by adding parameters:
specific facts, conditions, time, place, and measurable criteria.
Statement: The Contractor is obligated to perform the work under
the contract. Example Answer: The Contractor is obligated to
perform the work under Contract No. 123 dated March 15, 2024,
namely: to install the heating system on the first and second floors
of the building located at 5 Lenina Street, Yekaterinburg, using
materials specified in Appendix 2, to be completed by September 1,
2024. Exercise 4. Analyze a Legal Text Find a short legal text (e.g.,
a contract clause, a court decision excerpt, or a statute). Identify one
example of expansion, one example of contraction, and one example
of specification. Underline the linguistic markers. Exercise 5. Write
a Short Legal Text Write a short legal analysis (5-7 sentences) on
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the following scenario, demonstrating expansion, contraction, and
specification: Scenario: A tenant failed to pay rent for three months.
The lease agreement states: "The Landlord may terminate the lease
if the Tenant fails to pay rent for more than two months." The
Tenant claims that the lease termination is invalid because they were
not given a warning. Write a legal analysis that: 1. States the
general principle (contractual terms must be followed). 2.

Contracts to the specific clause in the lease agreement. 3.
Specifies the facts (three months of non-payment, no warning
clause in the contract). 4. Expands to the legal conclusion
(termination is valid). Use the clichés from this material. Summary
Table Operation Direction Purpose Key Legal Markers
Expansion Narrow — Broad Generalize, conclude, place in
broader legal context, derive a principle B Gosiee mmpokom
CMBICIIE, 0000111ast, He TOIBKO..., HO H... Contraction Broad —
Narrow Focus, apply a general rule to specific facts, state an
exception, narrow the scope B gactHocTH, HanpuMmep,
OrpaHUYUMCS, IPUMEHHUTENBHO K JAaHHOMY Ieiy... Specification
General — Precise Add concrete parameters, facts,
conditions, eliminate legal ambiguity A UMEHHO, TOUHEe
TOBODSL, IPH YCIIOBUH, IMEETCS B BUIY, IIOX ... IOHUMAETCH. ..
Conclusion Mastering the dynamics of theme expansion,
contraction, and specification is a core skill for legal writing and
reading in Russian. It allows you to: 1. Move seamlessly
between general legal principles and specific factual applications. 2.
Present complex legal information in a clear, logical, and reader-
friendly manner. 3. Avoid ambiguity by specifying terms
and conditions. 4. Build persuasive legal arguments by expanding
from specific facts to general principles. For law students and legal
professionals working in Russian, understanding these operations is
essential for: «  Reading and interpreting statutes, judicial
decisions, and contracts « Drafting precise and unambiguous legal
documents ¢ Writing clear and well-structured legal memos
and scholarly articles The ability to expand, contract, and specify
the theme is what distinguishes a well-organized legal text from a
confusing or ambiguous one.
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1.6

Topic 6. Educational and speech situations in
the lessons of oral practice of the Russian
language.

In teaching Russian as a foreign language to law students, the
development of oral speech skills is one of the most challenging and
essential tasks. A key methodological tool for achieving this is the
creation of educational and speech situations (ESS) — simulated or
real-life contexts that motivate students to use legal language
actively and meaningfully. This material outlines the concept, types,
structure, and practical application of ESS in oral practice lessons
for law students, which is crucial for students at the B1-C1 levels.
1. Concept of an Educational and Speech Situation in Legal Context
An educational and speech situation is a set of conditions
(communicative, social, psychological) that create a natural need for
legal speech and direct the student's communicative intention
toward achieving a specific practical goal in a legal context. Unlike
a purely linguistic exercise (e.g., "conjugate the verb 'to sue™), an
ESS in law is characterized by: Feature Description
Authenticity The situation resembles a real-life legal scenario
(e.g., interrogating a witness, consulting a client, pleading before a
judge). Motivation The student has a genuine (or simulated)
need to speak: to inform, to persuade, to request, to object, to
apologize, etc. Role-playing Students assume specific
professional legal roles (judge, lawyer, prosecutor, witness, client,
defendant). Problem-solving The situation contains a legal
problem or task that requires verbal interaction to resolve (e.g.,
proving guilt, disputing a claim, negotiating a settlement).

Contextuality The situation is embedded in a specific legal
setting (courtroom, law office, notary's office, police station). Legal
grounding The situation is based on specific legal norms,

procedural rules, and professional ethics. Key Definition (after E.I.
Passov, adapted for law): An ESS in law is a system of relationships
between communicants — reflecting their legal status, mutual
intentions, motivations, and the conditions of legal communication
— that serves as a basis for learning to speak in a professional legal
environment. 2. Components of an Educational and Speech
Situation in Law For an ESS to be effective in teaching legal
Russian, it must contain several key structural components.
Component Description Example (Topic: "Court

C3
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Hearing") 1. Communicative Goal What the student must achieve
through speech in legal terms. To prove the defendant's guilt /
To refute the prosecution's arguments / To defend the client's
interests. 2. Social Roles The professional legal roles students
assume. Judge, prosecutor, defense attorney, defendant, witness,
court clerk. 3. Setting (Time, Place) The physical and temporal legal
context. Courtroom, 10:00 AM, criminal trial of a minor offense. 4.
Background Information Initial legal data that the student has or
receives. Case file summary: the defendant is accused of petty theft
from a store. The defendant pleads not guilty. There are two
witnesses. 5. Speech Task A specific, concrete legal assignment
that triggers speech. *"You are the defense attorney. Prepare
and deliver a 3-minute opening statement arguing for the
defendant's innocence."* 3. Typology of Educational and Speech
Situations in Law ESS can be classified according to several
criteria. 3.1. By Degree of Authenticity Type Description
Example in Law Natural (Real)  Occurs spontaneously in the
classroom or in real life. A student asks a teacher to explain a
legal term they didn't understand. Simulated (Educational) A
structured role-play created by the teacher. A mock trial of a civil
dispute. Conditional (Quasi-real) = An exercise where the situation
is described, but roles and actions are limited. "Imagine you
are a lawyer. Your client asks: 'What is the statute of limitations?'
Explain it." 3.2. By Type of Communicative Goal in Law Type
Goal  Key Speech Acts Informative To obtain or transmit
legal information. Questioning a witness, explaining a law,
describing the facts of a case. Regulatory ~ To influence the legal

behavior of the interlocutor. Requesting documents,
objecting to a motion, petitioning the court. Evaluative To
express a legal opinion or assessment. Arguing that a law is

unconstitutional, assessing the credibility of a witness. Etiquette
To maintain professional legal relations. ~ Greeting the court,
apologizing for a delay, thanking a judge. 3.3. By Number of

Participants Type Description Example in Law Dyadic Two
participants Lawyer — Client consultation; Prosecutor —
Witness interrogation. Group Three or more participants
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Court hearing (judge, prosecutor, defense attorney, defendant).
Mass  One speaker addressing an audience Closing
argument to a jury; lecture on legal ethics. 3.4. By Legal Sphere
Type Description Example Criminal Law  Situations
related to crimes and punishments Interrogation, plea bargaining,
sentencing hearing. Civil Law Situations related to private
disputes Contract negotiation, mediation, civil trial. Administrative
Law Situations related to government regulation Appealing a
fine, administrative hearing. Constitutional Law Situations
related to fundamental rights Constitutional court hearing,
human rights complaint. 4. The Structure of an Oral Practice Lesson
Using ESS A lesson built around ESS typically follows a clear
sequence of stages. Stage Teacher's Role  Students' Role
Example Activity 1. Preparation (Orientation) Introduces the
legal topic, activates legal vocabulary, presents grammatical models,
explains the legal situation. Listen, recall known legal
vocabulary, ask clarifying questions. Brainstorming legal
vocabulary related to "Courtroom." 2. Presentation of the ESS
Describes the legal setting, roles, and task. Distributes role cards or
case materials.  Read role cards, understand their legal task,
prepare questions. "You are the prosecutor. Your task is to question
the witness to establish the defendant's motive." 3. Speech
Interaction (Core) Monitors, provides help, notes errors (without
interrupting). Actively communicate to achieve their legal goal.
Role-play in pairs: Prosecutor vs. Witness. 4. Analysis and
FeedbackComments on success in achieving the legal goal. Corrects
key errors. Analyzes effective legal strategies. Self-assess
their performance. Listen to feedback. Teacher: "Did you
prove the defendant's motive? What questions helped you?" 5.
Variation / Extension Offers a variation of the legal situation
with a new challenge. Repeat the interaction with a different
partner or a more complex task. "Now you are the defense
attorney. Cross-examine the same witness." 5. Examples of ESS for
Oral Practice in Law (by Level) 5.1. Level A2-B1 (Elementary —
Threshold) Topic Situation Roles  Speech Goals Police
Station A person is reporting a stolen phone at a police station.
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Victim, Police Officer Describe the theft (what, when, where);
ask for a case number; use polite requests. Legal Consultation A
client asks a lawyer about signing a rental agreement. Client,
Lawyer Explain the main clauses of the contract; ask about
potential risks; give advice. Traffic Violation A police
officer stops a driver for speeding. Police Officer, Driver State
the violation; ask for documents; explain the fine amount;
apologize. 5.2. Level B1-B2 (Threshold — Advanced Threshold)

Topic  Situation Roles  Speech Goals Witness
Interrogation A police investigator questions a witness to a
fight. Investigator, Witness Describe what you saw

(sequence of events); identify the aggressor; give testimony under
oath. Court Hearing (Civil)A small claims court hearing about a
broken smartphone repair. Judge, Plaintiff, Defendant State
your claim; present evidence; object to the other party's statements;
question witnesses. Plea Bargaining A defense attorney negotiates a
plea deal with a prosecutor. Defense Attorney, Prosecutor
Argue for a lesser charge; present mitigating circumstances;
propose a sentence. 5.3. Level C1 (Advanced) Topic Situation
Roles  Speech Goals Appellate Argument An appeal hearing
before a panel of judges. Appellant's Counsel, Appellee's Counsel,
Judges Argue errors of law in the lower court's decision; cite legal
precedents; answer judges' questions. Arbitration Hearing An
international commercial arbitration hearing. Arbitrators, Counsel
for both parties  Present complex factual and legal arguments;
challenge expert witnesses; make closing statements. Constitutional
Court Hearing A hearing on the constitutionality of a new law.
Petitioner, Government Representative, Judges Argue that the
law violates fundamental rights; defend the law's constitutionality;
cite constitutional principles and case law. 6. Speech Clichés for
Typical Legal Educational and Speech Situations Mastering legal
clichés (standard phrases) is crucial for fluency in oral practice. 6.1.
In Court (Addressing the Judge) Russian ~ English YBaxxaembrit
cyn! Your Honor! Pa3pemmure oO6patuThes K CymIy. May
I address the court? Barmma wects!  Your Honor! (in some contexts)
CnoBo npenocrasisiercs ... The floor is given to ... 6.2. For
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Questioning a Witness Russian English Ckaxure, noxanyicra,
yto BBl Buzenu? Please tell us, what did you see? YTounure,
noxanyiicra, ... Please clarify ... Bol MoxeTe yTBep>KaaTh 310 C
yBepeHHocThEO? Can you state this with certainty? V menst 6oubIie
HET BONPOCOB K CBUJETEIIIO. I have no further questions for
the witness. 6.3. For Making Objections Russian English
Bospasxaro, Bama gects! Objection, Your Honor! ITpomry otBecTn
Bompoc kak HaBomsamuii. [ ask that the question be struck as
leading. JlaHHOE TOKA3aTENbCTBO ABNSACTCA HENOMYCTUMBIM.  This
evidence is inadmissible. OcHoBaHMe AT BO3paKEHUS: .. The
ground for objection is ... 6.4. For Presenting Legal Arguments
Russian English Ha ocHoBanuu cratby ... ['paxkiaHckoro kojuekca
Based on Article ... of the Civil Code ... Kak cienyer u3
MaTepualioB JAea ... As follows from the case file ... 13
CMBICIIa 3aKOHA BbITEKaeT, uTo ... It follows from the meaning of
the law that ... IIpomy cyn ... I request the court to ... 6.5. For
Consulting a Client Russian English KakoBb! dakriueckue
00CTOSATENBCTBA feiia? What are the factual circumstances of the
case? ¥ Bac ecth mokazatennsctBa? Do you have evidence?
CornacHo 3akoHy, Bel mMeete mpaBo ...  According to the law,
you have the right to ... S pekomernayto Bawm ... I recommend
that you 7. Practical Recommendations for Teachers of Legal
Russian Recommendation Rationale Start with highly structured
legal situations (A2-B1)  Students need clear roles and tasks
before they can handle legal ambiguity. Use authentic legal
documents (adapted) Real case summaries, contracts, and
procedural codes make the situation more concrete and
professionally relevant. Do not interrupt fluency for minor
grammatical errors Correct errors during the feedback stage,
not during the role-play, to maintain the flow of legal
argumentation. Vary pairings (strong-weak, weak-weak, strong-
strong) Different pairings serve different goals: modeling,
practice, and challenge. Record and analyze For advanced levels,
record role-plays and analyze them with the student, focusing on
legal reasoning and argumentation. Create a "legal situation bank"
Collect successful legal scenarios and adapt them for different
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levels and legal topics. 8. Practical Exercises for Students Exercise
1. Identify the Components Read the following ESS description and
identify: (1) Communicative goal, (2) Roles, (3) Setting, (4) Speech
task. *"You are a defense attorney. Your client is accused of theft.
The prosecution's key witness has just testified that she saw your
client take the phone. Your task is to cross-examine the witness to
cast doubt on her testimony. You have 5 minutes. Ask at least 3
questions."* Exercise 2. Complete the Clichés Fill in the blanks
with appropriate legal speech clichés. 1. , Bama uects!
Bomnpoc cBuzeTesnto sBiIseTcs HaBoAAIUM. 2. cyn
OPHU3HATH MOETO MOA3AIIUTHOIO HEBUHOBHBIM. 3. , 9TO
Bor Bugenu B ToT Beuep? 4. V Mmens BOIIPOCOB K
ceuzerento. Suggested Answers: 1. Bospaxaro, 2. IIpomry, 3.
Ckaxwure, moxanyiicra, 4. 6onsire Het. Exercise 3. Role-Play
Creation In pairs, create a 3-minute role-play for the following legal
situation. Write down key legal vocabulary and 5-7 speech clichés
you will use. Situation: You are a lawyer. Your client (a tenant) is
being sued by the landlord for non-payment of rent. The client
claims that the apartment was uninhabitable due to a gas leak, which
is why they stopped paying. The landlord denies there was any leak.
You are meeting with the client to prepare for the court hearing.
Roles: Lawyer, Client. Goal: The lawyer must obtain all necessary
facts from the client (dates, documents, witnesses) and explain the
legal strategy. Summary Table Concept Definition Key
Components in Law Educational and Speech Situation A
simulated or real legal context that creates a need for professional
speech. Goal, Roles, Setting (legal context), Legal Task Authentic
Situation A real-life legal scenario (e.g., an actual court hearing).
High unpredictability, real legal consequences Simulated Situation
A structured legal role-play created by the teacher. Roles defined
by cards, simplified case materials Speech Clichés  Standard
phrases for typical legal communicative acts. Bospaxato,
Barmma uects!; IIpomry cyx...; Ha ocHoBanuu cratb... Conclusion
Educational and speech situations are the bridge between classroom
legal exercises and real-world professional communication. By
systematically creating and practicing these situations, law students
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develop not only grammatical accuracy but also communicative
competence in a legal context — the ability to use legal language
appropriately, persuasively, and effectively to achieve professional
goals. For teachers of Russian as a foreign language to law students,
the systematic use of ESS is essential for: « Developing
professional legal vocabulary in context «  Mastering legal speech
clichés for courtroom and office communication «  Building
confidence in using legal Russian in realistic scenarios ¢

Integrating legal knowledge (substantive and procedural) with
language skills The ultimate goal is to prepare students to function
effectively as legal professionals in a Russian-speaking legal
environment, whether as lawyers, judges, prosecutors, or legal
advisors.

1.7

Topic 7. Scientific terminology. Semantic
potential of affixes.

Legal terminology is the specialized vocabulary used to denote
concepts, phenomena, processes, and institutions in the field of law.
It forms the foundation of legal communication, enabling precise,
unambiguous, and efficient exchange of information among legal
professionals. One of the most productive ways to form legal terms
is affixation — the addition of prefixes (prefixes) and suffixes to
roots. Understanding the semantic potential of affixes (the range of
meanings they can express) is crucial for both understanding and
generating legal texts in Russian, especially for foreign law students
at advanced levels (B2—C1). 1. Legal Terminology: General
Characteristics Legal terminology is not a random collection of
words; it is a system with specific properties. Property

Description Example Precision (Unambiguity) Within the
legal field, a term should have one clear meaning. =~ Mens rea
(criminal intent) — a specific element of a crime Systematicity
Terms are related to each other, forming conceptual hierarchies.
Crime — felony — theft — petty theft Formal character Legal
terms are used in official, procedural, and scholarly contexts.
Plaintiff, defendant, judgment, appeal Stability Legal terms
change slowly to ensure predictability and continuity. Habeas
corpus, stare decisis (borrowed from Latin) Derivational Capacity
Terms can generate new words (verbs, adjectives, other nouns).
Law — lawful, unlawful, lawmaker, lawyer 2. Why Affixes Matter

C3
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in Legal Terminology In Russian, legal terms are often created by
adding affixes to roots. This is because affixes carry specific,
predictable meanings that allow for the systematic creation of new
legal terms. Key Point: The same affix often carries the same (or
similar) meaning across dozens or even hundreds of legal terms.
Learning the meaning of a few productive affixes can help a student
guess the meaning of many unfamiliar legal words. 3. Semantic
Potential of Prefixes (Prefixes) in Legal Russian Prefixes in legal
terminology usually modify, specify, reverse, or intensify the
meaning of the root. 3.1. Prefixes of Negation and Opposition Prefix
Meaning Example Translation a- (an-)

absence, lack (from Greek) aMOpaJIbHbBIN, aHAPX U, ATUOU
immoral, anarchy, alibi (from Latin) antu- against, opposite
AHTUMOHOMOJbHBINA, AaHTUKOHCTUTYIIMOHHBIH antitrust,
unconstitutional ne(3)- (des-) removal, reversal genopTanusi,
JIC3EPTUPCTRO, JIe3aByupoBanue  deportation, desertion,
disavowal nuc-  difficulty, disorder JUCUUILTHHAPHBIH (in
the sense of disciplinary proceeding) disciplinary *me-*
not (native Russian) HE3aKOHHBIH, HeTIPaBOMEPHBIH,
HepeecniocoOHBIH illegal, unlawful, incompetent 6e3-/6ec-

without (native Russian) Oe3Haka3aHHOCTB, OECCTIOPHEIH,
0e3Bo3Me3HBIM impunity, indisputable, gratuitous KoHTp-
against, OppoSingKOHTPCPEACTBO, KOHTpaTaka, KOHTPOJIb

countermeasure, counterattack, control mpotuBo-  against (native
Russian) mpoTuBoIpaBHbI, TPOTHBO3aKOHHBIH, TPOTHBOICHCTBUE
unlawful, illegal, counteraction 3.2. Prefixes of Spatial and
Temporal Relations Prefix Meaning Example

Translation mex- (Mexy-) between (native Russian)
MEKTOCYAapCTBEHHBIH, MEXOTPACICBON, MEXKIYCOOOHINK
interstate, interbranch Ha- above, super- (native)

HaJ30p, Ha3UpaTellb, HAA30PHBIA supervision, supervisor,
supervisory moa- under, sub- (native) TIOJICY THOCTb,
ITOJIBEIOMCTBEHHOCTb, ITOJI03PEBaEMBIN jurisdiction,
jurisdiction, suspect (n.) moce- after, post- TIOCJICCIIOBHE,
nocneneiictBue  afterword, aftereffect mpen- (mpe-) before, pre-

HpeHaMEPEHHBbIH, IPEeIyMBIIIICHHbIH, IPeIHCcaHne
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premeditated, premeditated, prescription nepe- re-, over-
HepecMOTp, MepeKBANUPHUKALIU, IEPECUET Ieview,
reclassification, recalculation co- (cos-) with, together

coyyacTue, COOOLIHUK, COJIeHCTBIE, COMCIIONHUTENb complicity,
accomplice, assistance, co-perpetrator 3.3. Prefixes of Intensity and
Degree Prefix =~ MeaningExample Translation
Makpo- large, macroscopic MaKpOIKOHOMHKA,
MaKpoIIpaBoOBOW macroeconomics, macro-level legal muxpo-
small, microscopic MHKpOTIPECTYIUICHHE,
MHUKpOTIPAaBOHApYIIEHHe  micro-crime, micro-offense cyo-

under, sub- cyOwekT, cyomonpsia, cyoapenaa, cyocunuapHbIi
subject, subcontract, sublease, subsidiary cymep- above, super-
CynepnpHuoObLIb, CyIIEpKOMITBIOTEp superprofit, supercomputer
yinpTpa- beyond, extremely yJIbTPaaKTUBHBIH,
yabTpanpaBeiii  ultra-active, far-right (political) skcTpa-

outside, beyond skcTpamunus, SKCTpaopANHAPHBIH extradition,
extraordinary 3.4. Prefixes with Procedural Meaning Prefix
Meaning ExampleTranslation Bo3- (Boc-)  up,

again, back BO3paKCHHE, BO3MEIICHNE, BOCCTAHOBIICHHE,
BO3Bpar objection, compensation, restoration, return mc- (u3-)out,
from UCKITIOUEHHE, M3BITHE, H3NIEPKKU exception, seizure,
costs *or-* away, from OTBETCTBEHHOCTD, OTBETYHK,
otBon  responsibility, defendant, challenge (to a judge) mpu-to,
towards TPUTOBOP, MPUCBOCHUE, IPUHYKICHUC sentence
(judgment), appropriation, coercion 4. Semantic Potential of
Suffixes in Legal Russian Suffixes are even more productive than
prefixes in legal terminology. They typically change the part of
speech and add a specific categorical meaning. 4.1. Suffixes for
Nouns Suffixes for Abstract Legal Concepts (Processes, Results,
States) Suffix Meaning Part of Speech  Example
Translation -enu(e), -anu(e) action, process, result Noun
(neuter) perynaupoBaHue, HApylICHHE, TPECTYILICHUE, HAKA3aHUE,
pemrenue regulation, violation, crime, punishment, decision -1u(s1)
action, process, result Noun (feminine) rOpUCTUKIS,
KBaNMUUKANKUS, paTH(QUKALMS, SKCTPAJUIINS, TeKIIapaius
jurisdiction, qualification, ratification, extradition, declaration -k(a)
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action or result (colloquial, but used in legal contexts) Noun
(feminine) MpOBEpKa, OTMEHA, ClIEJKa, MOMpaBKa
verification, cancellation, transaction, amendment -cTB(0), -ecTB(0)
state, condition, quality ~Noun (neuter)  mpaBocymue,
3aKOHO/IaTEJIbCTBO, HACIIEICTBO, TOCYIapPCTBO justice,
legislation, inheritance, state -ocTh, -HOCTH abstract property or
quality Noun (feminine) OTBETCTBEHHOCTH, 3aKOHHOCTb,
MIPaBOCIIOCOOHOCTH, BHHOBHOCTH, 0€3B03ME3IHOCTE responsibility,
legality, legal capacity, guilt, gratuitousness Suffixes for Legal
Actors (Persons) Suffix ~ Meaning Part of Speech
Example Translation -tens person who performs an action
Noun (masculine) HCIOJIHUTENb, HAPYLIUTENb,
MpecIieIoBaTellb, 3alUTTEeNb, cliefoBaTens performer, violator,
prosecutor, defender, investigator -HuK person associated with
something Noun (masculine) 3aKOHHUK,
MPaBOHAPYIINTEIb, COyYaCTHHUK, HacIeTHUK legal expert
(colloquial), offender, accomplice, heir *-er* person from a
place or with a quality Noun (masculine) HCTel,
OTBETEIl, IPO/IaBell, BIaIeJell plaintiff, defendant, seller,
owner -IIUK, -9UK person by occupation Noun (masculine)
MepPeBOTUNK, 3aKa34nK, OOBHHIAEMEIH (participle)  translator,
client, accused -aHT, -eHT person (agent)  Noun (masculine)

aCIHPAHT, PECIIOH/ICHT, KOHTPAreHT, apOUTPaHT postgraduate,
respondent, counterparty, arbitrant Suffixes for Legal Objects and
Instruments Suffix Meaning Part of Speech
Example Translation *-ox* result of an action
(diminutive) Noun (masculine) IIPUTOBOP, YOBITOK,
ymepd  sentence (judgment), loss, damage -umi(e) place or object
Noun (neuter)  cuencTsue, yoexxure investigation, refuge -

k() place or object Noun (feminine) ccpuika, OTCpOUYKa
exile, deferment 4.2. Suffixes for Adjectives Suffix Meaning

Part of Speech  Example Translation Relational
Adjectives -H-, -OHH-, -€HH-
relating to Adjective TIPaBOBOM, YTOJIOBHBIH,

TpaXIaHCKWHA, 3aKOHHBIH, TIponeccyaibHbIi legal, criminal, civil,
lawful, procedural *-ck-* relating to (person, place) Adjective
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CyeOHBIH, aIBOKaTCKHH, CyJeUCKHH, TPOKYPOPCKHUH
judicial, lawyer's (adj.), judge's, prosecutorial -geck- relating to

(often from -nka) Adjective FOPUIUYECKHA, TEOPETUICCKHH,
MPaKTUIECKUH, TAKTUICCKUH legal, theoretical, practical,
tactical -oB-, -eB- belonging to Adjective JIOTOBOPHBIH,

WCKOBOM, HACJIEJICTBEHHBIH, IPECTYNIHBIA  contractual, claim-
related, hereditary, criminal Qualitative Adjectives

*-uBH-*having the quality of Adjective
3¢ (eKTUBHBIHN, TPOTPECCUBHBIM, TTO3UTHUBHBII effective,
progressive, positive -aJibH- relating to, characterized by
Adjective KPUMHUHAIBHBIN, (POPMaIbHBIN, MaTepUAIbHBIMH,
MOpaITHHBIN criminal, formal, material, moral *-uct-*
containing, resembling  Adjective FOpHIUCTHIH
(colloquial), reppopuctuueckuii  legalistic (pejorative), terrorist
Possibility /Capability -eM-, -UM-
possible to do (passive) Adjective 10ImyCTHMBIH,
HaKa3yeMbIi, B3bICKaeMbIH, oOkamyeMblii  admissible, punishable,
collectible, appealable -renbH- serving to do something
Adjective WCTIOTHUTEIbHBIN, 3aKOHO/IaTEIIbHBIN,
OTpaHWYMTENLHBIN, IPEJOXPAaHUTENbHBIN  executive, legislative,
restrictive, preventive 4.3. Suffixes for Verbs Suffix Meaning

Part of Speech  Example Translation -oBa-, -eBa-  to
perform an action Verb  apecroBaTh, KOH(UCKOBATS,
HACJIEIOBaTh, PETYIIHPOBATH, ACKIAPUPOBATH to arrest, to
confiscate, to inherit, to regulate, to declare -u3uposa- to
perform a complex action (often international) Verb

JeraJIu3upoBaTh, HOPMaIU3UPOBATE, CHCTEMATH3HPOBATD,
komuuupoBarts to legalize, to formalize, to systematize, to codify
-upoBa- to perform an action (often from borrowed nouns)  Verb
apecToBaTh, KOHPHUCKOBATh, KOMICHCUPOBATb, aHHYJIHPOBATh

to arrest, to confiscate, to compensate, to annul *-Hy-*

single, momentary action Verb  3aKOHYNTH, IPEKPATHUTB,
npuoctaHoBHTH  to finish, to terminate, to suspend 5. Practical
Application: Affix Analysis in Legal Terms By understanding the
meaning of affixes, a student can often deduce the meaning of a
complex legal term. Example 1: ITpaBocioco6nocTh (legal capacity)
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. npas- (root): law, right « *-o-* (interfix) * -coco0-
(root): ability, capacity *  *-n-* (suffix): relational * -octs (suffix):
abstract property *Meaning: The abstract property of having the
ability to have rights. Example 2: HenpaBomepssrii (unlawful)
*ge-* (prefix): not ¢ npas- (root): law, right ¢ *-o0-*
(interfix) « *-Mmep-* (root): measure ¢ *-H-* (suffix):
relational *-p1it* (ending): adjective ¢ Meaning: Not
corresponding to the measure of law; unlawful. Example 3:
Coyuactauk (accomplice) © *co-* (prefix): with, together ¢
ydacT- (root): participate *-auk (suffix): person®  Meaning: A
person who participates together (with others in a crime). Example

4: O6BuHsiembIi (accused) *00-* (prefix): around, about ¢
BUH- (root): guilt *-s1-* (suffix): verb stem ¢ *-em-*
(suffix): passive participle * *-p1it* (ending): adjective

(substantivized) * Meaning: The person against whom guilt is
alleged. 6. Exercises for Students (RFL B2-C1, Law) Exercise 1.
Affix Identification Identify the prefixes and suffixes in the
following legal terms. Write their meanings. 1.
IIpoTuBomnpaBHslii 2. Heneecrioco6rocTs 3.
MesxtyHapoJHO-TIPaBOBOH 4. ITepexBanmudukanmys 5.
ITono3peBaembiii 6. 3aKOHOIATENBCTBO 7. Boszmenienue
8. besnaka3zanHoctb Exercise 2. Word Formation Form the
missing part of speech using the appropriate affixes. Noun
Adjective Verb npectymueHue MPECTYTHBIN
3aKOH 3aKOHHBIH Y3aKOHHTB pelIeHne
pemiaTts Cyn CcyneOHBII
HCKOBBIT nckaTh (in legal sense) nmpaBoHapyIeHIe
npaBoHapymath Exercise 3. Guess the Meaning Based on
the affixes, guess the meaning of the following legal terms. Use a

dictionary only to check. 1. IIpaBonpeemctso 2.
IToaBenomcTBeHHOCTH 3. HenpukocHOBEHHOCTS 4.
MexoTpaciieBoit 5. [Ipennamepennsiit Exercise 4. Translate

and Analyze Translate the following sentence into English. Then,
list all legal terms and analyze their affixal structure. "{ns
YCTaHOBJICHHUS MOACYIHOCTH JieJla He0OOXOIMMO ONPENeINTh
XapakTep PaBOOTHOIIECHUS M CYOBEKTHBIN COCTAB yUYaCTHHUKOB
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cnopa." Summary Table: Productive Legal Affixes Affix Type

Function Examples antu-, He-, 6€3-, MPOTUBO-

Negation / Opposition ~ aHTUMOHOIIOJBHBIN, HE3aKOHHBIH,
Oe3HaKa3aHHBI{, MPOTUBONPABHEII1 CO- (COB-) Togetherness
COy4acTHe, COOOLTHNK, COMCIIOJHUTEINb TIepe- Repetition /
Change mepecMmoTp, mepekBampuKaIs cyo-, moxa- Subordination
cyOBeKT, cybapeHa, MoACYJHOCTh MeX- (MexIy-) Between
MEXXTOCYIapCTBEHHBIH, MEXKOTpaCIIeBOH -eHH(¢), -aHm(e)

Process / Result Hapymenwne, Haka3aHHe, peryInpOBaHHE -OCTb, -
HOCTH  Abstract propertyOTBeTCTBEHHOCTbD, 3aKOHHOCTb,
MIPaBOCTIOCOOHOCTH -Tellb, -HHUK, -1l Person (Agent) HapymIuTens,
COYYaCTHHK, UCTEII -H-, -CK-, -4ecK- Relational adjective

IIPaBOBOM, CyA€OHBIN, IOPUINIECKUN -eM-, -HUM- Possibility
(passive) DOIMyCTHMBIHA, Haka3yeMblii, ookanyemblit Conclusion
Mastering the semantic potential of affixes is a powerful strategy for
expanding legal vocabulary and understanding complex legal texts.
It allows the law student to move from passive recognition to active
word formation, significantly accelerating the process of language
acquisition in a specialized legal field. For students of Russian in
law, understanding affixes is particularly useful for: * Decoding
unfamiliar legal terms by breaking them down into components ¢
Understanding the relationships between legal concepts (e.g., cyaps
— cyaeOHBII — CyAUMOCTB — CYJOIPOU3BOACTBO) *  Producing
legally precise language by choosing the correct derived form ¢
Passing law exams that require knowledge of legal terminology in
Russian By systematically studying the most productive prefixes
and suffixes in legal Russian, students can dramatically increase
their legal vocabulary and their ability to understand and generate
complex legal texts.

Paznen 2

Section 2. Types of texts. The
specifics of the language of
scientific texts. Theme and
subtopic as an object of
consideration in the scientific
text of economic specialties.
Grammatical classes of words

2.1

Topic 1. Word-theme and its subthemes: object
and its features types of concepts, forms of
concepts, etc.

In legal scientific and professional communication, any text is
organized around a central word-theme (key legal concept). This
theme is then developed through a hierarchy of subthemes, which
describe the legal object's features, types, forms, and other
attributes. Understanding this hierarchical structure is essential for
both analyzing complex legal texts (statutes, judicial decisions,
contracts) and producing clear, well-organized legal writing. This

C3

48




Homep
pas3nena

HaunmeHoBaHme pa3jena
JUCHMIIIUHBI

HanMeHnoBaHnue TeMbI

Coaep:xanue TeMbl

Bun
y4yeOHoi
padoThI*

Work on the word as a unit of
vocabulary function.
Attribute. Categories of
gender, number, case; form
formation.

topic is particularly important for students of Russian as a foreign
language in law at advanced levels (B2—C1). 1. Word-theme:
Definition and Function A word-theme (or key legal concept) is the
central word or phrase that names the main legal object, process, or
phenomenon under discussion. It serves as the semantic anchor for
the entire text or a significant section of it. Aspect  Description
Example Definition The main subject of the legal text.
Contract, crime, legal liability, jurisdiction Role Organizes all
legal information; other statements relate to it. All sentences
in a paragraph on "contract" will somehow refer back to "contract."
Expression Usually a noun or noun phrase. ~ Breach of
contract, criminal intent, statute of limitations Example of a word-
theme in a legal sentence: "A contract is an agreement between two
or more persons to establish, modify, or terminate civil rights and
obligations." Here, the entire sentence is a definition of the word-
theme contract. 2. Subthemes: Developing the Word-theme in Law
A subtheme is a secondary legal concept that elaborates, specifies,
or explains some aspect of the main word-theme. Subthemes are
organized hierarchically. 3. Object and Its Features in Law The
most common way to develop a legal word-theme is to describe the
object (the legal theme itself) and its features (attributes, properties,
characteristics). 3.1. Types of Features in Legal Discourse Type of
Feature Question Example (Word-theme: Legal Norm)
Qualitative What kind? a binding norm, a prohibiting
norm, a dispositive norm Quantitative How much/many?
The norm contains three elements: hypothesis, disposition, sanction
Structural What are its parts? A legal norm consists
of a hypothesis, a disposition, and a sanction Functional What
does it do? A legal norm regulates social relations Relational
How is it connected? A legal norm is related to the system of
legislation and judicial practice 3.2. Speech Clichés for Describing
Features in Law Function Russian Cliché¢ English Equivalent
Introducing features OCHOBHBIMH MPU3HAKAMH ... SBISTFOTCSI
The main features of ... are ... Stating a property
o0agaeT CIeyIONIMH CBOMCTBAMM .................. has the following
properties: ... Describing a function ... npegHasHadeH i ............ is
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designed for ... Showing connection... TECHO CBSI3aHO C ... ... 18
closely related to.... 4. Types of Legal Concepts (Classification)
When developing a legal word-theme, it is often necessary to
discuss the types (or classes) of that concept. This involves
classification. 4.1. The Logic of Legal Classification Step
Operation Example 1 State the word-theme (class)
Legalnorms 2 Choose the basis for classification By the method
of legal regulation 3 List the subclasses (types) Imperative
(mandatory) norms, dispositive (optional) norms 4.2. Common
Bases for Classification in Law Basis Description

Example By legal force The hierarchical position of a legal act
Laws, by-laws, regulations By branch of law The area of
legal regulation  Constitutional, civil, criminal, administrative law
By function The role of the legal norm Regulatory, protective,
declaratory By scope The territory or persons covered
Federal, regional, local; general, special By method of regulation
How the norm influences behavior Imperative (binding),
dispositive (optional), encouraging 4.3. Speech Clichés for Types in
Law Function  Russian Cliché English Equivalent Introducing
types BriensiroT cienyronme BUasI ........ The following types
are distinguished... Stating the basis [To mpusnaky ...
KJIacCUQUIMPYIOT ... Based on the feature. , they are
classified... Listing types ..., a UMEHHO: ... ..., namely...... 5. Forms
of Legal Concepts In addition to types (which are usually mutually
exclusive and based on a single criterion), legal concepts can have
different forms or manifestations. Forms often overlap or coexist.
5.1. Types vs. Forms in Law Criterion Type  Form Basis
Based on a single, clear attribute  Often based on multiple
attributes or context Mutual exclusivity Usually mutually
exclusive Can coexist Example Forms of government:
monarchy, republic Forms of legal liability: contractual, non-
contractual 5.2. Common Forms in Legal Discourse Form
Description Example (Word-theme: Legal Liability)
Contractual vs. Non-contractual ~ Based on the source of the
obligation Liability for breach of contract vs. tort liability
Material vs. Procedural ~ Based on the nature of the legal rule
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Substantive law vs. procedural law Direct vs. Subsidiary

Based on the order of recourse Direct liability of the debtor vs.
subsidiary liability of the guarantor Joint and several vs. Shared
Based on the distribution of responsibility Joint and several
liability of co-defendants vs. shared liability in proportion to fault
5.3. Speech Clichés for Forms in Law Function Russian
Cliché  English Equivalent Introducing forms ... MOXKET
MPOSBIATECA B hopMme ... ... can manifest in the form of ... Stating
aform OpnHoit u3 popM ... sBisiercst ... One of the forms of ...
is ... Contrasting forms B omimune oT noropopHoit Gpopmsl,
BHeIOTOBOpHAs ¢opMa ... In contrast to the contractual form, the
non-contractual form ....6. Other Subthemes Related to a Legal
Word-theme Beyond features, types, and forms, a legal scientific
text may develop a word-theme through other subthemes. Subtheme
Key Question  Example (Word-theme: Legal Norm) Definition
What is it? A legal norm is a generally binding rule of
conduct established by the state. Essence =~ What is its core idea?
The essence of a legal norm lies in its regulatory function. Structure
(Elements) What are its parts? A legal norm consists
of a hypothesis, a disposition, and a sanction. Functions What
does it do? The main functions of legal norms are regulatory,
protective, and preventive. Sources (Forms of expression)

Where is it found? Constitution, federal laws, decrees,
regulations, judicial precedents. Scope To whom or where
does it apply? Federal laws apply to the entire territory of the
Russian Federation. Sanctions What are the consequences of
violation? Violation of a legal norm entails legal liability. 7.
The Full Logical Scheme for Developing a Legal Word-theme A
well-structured legal scientific text on a single word-theme typically

follows this logical progression. Stage Subtheme Key
Clichés 1 Definition ..—93T0...2  Essence CymHocTs ...
3aKJIF0YAETCS B TOM, 4TO ... 3 Features / Properties
OCHOBHBIMHU TIPU3HAKAMU ... ABJSIOTCA ... 4 Structure / Elements

... COCTOWT W3 ..., ... BKJIFOUaeT B ceds ... 5 Types / Classification
BeinensioT cnenyromye Bupl ... 6 Forms ........ MOXET MPOSIBISITHCS
B opme ... 7 Functions ... Ipe/IHa3Ha4YeH Ui ... 8
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Sanctions / Consequences Hapyienue ... Bieder..... 8. Practical
Examples from Different Branches of Law Example 1: Civil Law
(Word-theme: Contract) Stage Text Definition A contract is
an agreement between two or more persons to establish, modify, or
terminate civil rights and obligations. Essence The essence
of a contract lies in the principle of autonomy of will and binding
force. Features  The main features of a contract are: legality of
content, capacity of the parties, compliance with form. Structure

A contract includes: preamble, subject matter, rights and
obligations of the parties, liability, final provisions, signatures and
details. Types The following types of contracts are
distinguished: sale, donation, lease, contract for services, loan, etc.
Forms Contracts can be concluded in oral or written (simple or
notarial) form. Functions The contract is designed to regulate the
relations of the parties and ensure the predictability of their
interaction. Example 2: Criminal Law (Word-theme: Crime) Stage
Text Definition A crime is a socially dangerous act prohibited by
criminal law under threat of punishment. Essence =~ The essence
of a crime lies in its public danger. Features The main features of a
crime are: public danger, unlawfulness, guilt, and punishability.
Structure A crime consists of four elements: object, objective side,
subject, subjective side. Types Depending on the nature and
degree of public danger, crimes are divided into: minor gravity,
moderate gravity, serious, and especially serious. Forms The
forms of guilt are: intent (direct or indirect) and negligence
(frivolity or negligence). Sanctions The commission of a crime
entails criminal liability in the form of punishment. Example 3:
Constitutional Law (Word-theme: Constitutional Rights) Stage
Text Definition Constitutional rights are the fundamental rights
and freedoms of man and citizen enshrined in the Constitution.
Essence The essence of constitutional rights lies in their
recognition as the highest value by the state. Features The main
features of constitutional rights are: fundamental nature, direct
effect, judicial protection. Types  The following types of
constitutional rights are distinguished: personal, political, socio-
economic, cultural. Forms Constitutional rights can be exercised
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individually or collectively. Limitations Constitutional rights
may be limited by federal law only to the extent necessary to protect
the constitutional order, morality, health, rights and legitimate
interests of others. 9. Practical Exercises for Students (RFL B2-Cl1,
Law) Exercise 1. Identify the Word-theme and Subthemes Read the
following short legal text. Identify the main word-theme and list the
subthemes that are developed. "A legal fact is a specific life
circumstance with which the law associates the emergence, change,
or termination of legal relations. The main features of a legal fact
are: reality (it must actually exist), legal certainty (it must be
provided for by the law), and the ability to generate legal
consequences. Depending on the connection with the will of the
participants, legal facts are divided into events (occurring
independently of human will) and actions (dependent on human
will). Actions, in turn, are divided into lawful and unlawful. For
example, the conclusion of a contract is a lawful action, while the
commission of a crime is an unlawful action." Answer: Word-
theme: Legal fact. Subthemes: definition, features, classification (by
connection with will), types (events, actions), further classification
(lawful/unlawful actions), examples. Exercise 2. Complete the
Hierarchy Exercise 3. Write a Paragraph Choose a word-theme from
your field of study (e.g., "legal norm," "statute of limitations,"
"jurisdiction," "evidence"). Write one paragraph (5-7 sentences) that
develops at least three subthemes (e.g., definition, features, types).
Use the speech clichés from this material. Exercise 4. Text Analysis
Find a short legal text in Russian (an excerpt from a textbook,
statute, or court decision). Underline the word-theme. Then, identify
and label the subthemes in the margin (e.g., "definition," "feature,"
"type," "form," "function"). Exercise 5. Legal Writing Write a short
legal analysis (8-10 sentences) of the concept "statute of limitations"
(nckoBas maBHOCTH) using the following structure: 1. Definition 2.
Essence 3. Features 4. Types (if applicable) 5.

Forms (if applicable) 6. Legal consequences of expiration Use
the speech clichés from this material. Summary Table: Word-theme
and Subthemes in Law Concept ~ Definition Key Questions

Key Clichés Word-theme Central legal concept of a text What
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legal object is being discussed? ...— 9710 ... Feature

Attribute or property of the legal theme What qualities does it
have?  OcHOBHBIMH pHU3HAKaMH ... ABILIOTCA ... Type

Mutually exclusive subclass (based on a single criterion) What
legal kinds exist? BwiaensroT ciuenyromrue BUAH ... Form
Manifestation (may overlap) How does it appear?

MOXET MposBIATECA B popme ... Structure  Internal composition
What parts does it consist of? ... COCTOHT u3 ... Function
Purpose or role in the legal system What does it do? ...
npeaHasHadyeH s ... Legal consequence  Result of violating or

applying the legal concept What does it lead to? Hapyuienwe ...

Bieuert ... Conclusion Understanding the hierarchy of word-theme
— subthemes is essential for both reading and writing legal
scientific texts. It allows the reader to navigate complex legal
information efficiently and provides the writer with a clear blueprint
for organizing legal content logically and comprehensively. For law
students studying Russian, mastering this hierarchical structure
helps to: * Read and understand legal codes, statutes, and
judicial decisions more effectively « Take structured notes on legal
topics * Write clear and well-organized legal memos, briefs, and
scholarly articles * Prepare for exams by systematically
organizing legal knowledge The ability to identify the word-theme
and its subthemes is a fundamental skill that distinguishes a well-
organized legal text from a confusing or disorganized one. Whether
you are analyzing a provision of the Civil Code, writing a legal
memo, or preparing a scholarly article, starting with a clear word-
theme and systematically developing its subthemes will ensure that
your legal writing is logical, complete, and persuasive.

22

Topic 2. Development of the theme of the text.
Header structures. Typical forms. A term and
its distribution.

In legal scientific and professional communication, the development
of the theme is a dynamic process. A legal text is not a static list of
sentences about a single topic; rather, the theme evolves, expands,
contracts, and is specified as the author guides the reader through a
logical legal argument. This process is signaled by header structures
(titles, headings, subheadings) and is realized through typical forms
of thematic progression. Additionally, a key concept—the legal
term—undergoes distribution, being introduced, defined, and then
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used in various contexts throughout the legal text. This material is
essential for advanced learners of Russian as a Foreign Language in
law (B2—C1) who need to read, analyze, and produce complex legal
scientific and professional texts. 1. Development of the Theme of
the Legal Text The theme of a legal text is what is being discussed.
However, a well-written legal text does not simply repeat the same
theme. It develops it through several logical operations. 1.1. Key
Operations in Theme Development in Legal Texts Operation

Direction Purpose Example (Starting Theme: Legal
Liability) Definition (Establishing)  To state what the legal
theme means. Legal liability is the obligation of a person to

suffer adverse consequences for a committed offense. Expansion
Narrow — Broad To generalize or place in a broader legal context.
Legal liability is a fundamental institution of any legal system and
serves to protect social relations. Contraction Broad —
Narrow To focus on a specific legal aspect. This article will focus
on civil liability arising from breach of contract. Specification
General — Precise To add concrete legal parameters
(conditions, parties, jurisdiction). We will examine the liability of
a guarantor under a loan agreement concluded between a bank and
an individual. Exemplification Abstract — Concrete To
provide a legal example. For example, if the debtor fails to repay
the loan, the creditor may demand payment from the guarantor.
Comparison (Relational) To show similarities or
differences with another legal concept. Unlike criminal
liability, which is public, civil liability is private in nature. Cause-
Effect  (Relational) To explain why a legal consequence
occurs or what it leads to. The commission of an offense gives rise
to legal liability, which in turn entails the application of sanctions.
1.2. Thematic Progression: Moving from Sentence to Sentence in
Legal Texts Within a paragraph, the theme is developed through
patterns of thematic progression. The most common patterns in
legal writing are: Pattern Description Example (Legal
Context) Linear (Chain) Progression The rheme (new
information) of one sentence becomes the theme (given
information) of the next sentence. *A contract (T1) is an
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agreement between two parties (R1). This agreement (T2 = R1)
must comply with the law (R2). Compliance with the law (T3 = R2)
is a condition for the validity of the contract (R3).* Constant
(Parallel) Progression One central legal theme is maintained
across several sentences; each sentence adds new information about
the same theme. A legal norm (T) has a special structure (R1). It
(T) consists of a hypothesis, a disposition, and a sanction (R2). It
(T) may be imperative or dispositive (R3). Derived (Hypertheme)
Progression A hypertheme (a general legal theme) is broken
down into several subthemes in subsequent sentences. Legal
liability (Hypertheme) is divided into several types: criminal
liability (Subtheme 1), civil liability (Subtheme 2), administrative
liability (Subtheme 3), and disciplinary liability (Subtheme 4). 2.
Header Structures (Titles, Headings, Subheadings) in Legal Texts
Headers are the "skeleton" of a legal text. They signal the logical
structure and guide the reader through the development of the legal
theme. 2.1. Functions of Headers in Legal Texts Function
Description Informative States the legal content of the section
(e.g., "Statute of Limitations," "Grounds for Termination of
Contract"). Structural Indicates the level (chapter, section,
subsection, paragraph). Navigational Allows the reader
(judge, lawyer, scholar) to quickly find specific legal provisions.
Normative In statutes and codes, headers often indicate the
scope and subject matter of a legal norm. 2.2. Typical Header
Structures in Legal Texts Model  Structure Example
(from Civil Code) Example (from Criminal Code) 1. Noun phrase
(the most common) Noun or Noun + dependent words
"Contracts" "Crimes against property" 2. Two-word (object +
attribute) Noun + Noun in Genitive "Concept of a Transaction"
"Definition of a Crime" 3. Process + its characteristic Noun
+ Adjective "Judicial Protection" "Criminal Liability" 4.
Phrase with "O" (about) O + Prepositional case ~ "On the
Limitation Period" "On Liability for Theft" 5. Question
form Interrogative sentence "What is a Contract?"

"What Punishment Does the Law Provide?" 6. Two-part title
(general: specific) General phrase : specific phrase  "Civil Law:
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General Provisions" "Crimes: Classification and Elements"
2.3. Linguistic Features of Headers in Legal Russian Texts Feature
Description Example Nominalization Use of nouns instead of
verbs.  PaccmoTpenue ncka (instead of Paccmarpusas uck) Use of
the Genitive case Chains of nouns in the Genitive case.

AHanm3 HOpM HHCTHUTYTa TIpaBa coOCcTBeHHOCTH Absence of verbs

Headers are typically noun phrases, not full sentences.

VYcnoBust IeHCTBUTEIILHOCTH clienkH (not Cienka J0/hKHa
COOTBETCTBOBATH yCIOBUsIM feiicTButensHocTH) Use of legal terms
Headers contain the central legal terminology of the field.

HckoBas q1aBHOCTH B rpakaanckom mpase 3. Typical Forms of
Thematic Development in Legal Texts The development of a legal
theme often follows predictable patterns or "forms." 3.1. Form:
General — Specific (Deductive) — Common in Codes and Scholarly
Articles The text begins with a general legal principle and then
narrows down to a specific application or exception. Header:
General Provisions on Contracts * Paragraph 1 (General): A
contract is an agreement between two or more persons... ¢
Paragraph 2 (More Specific): Contracts must be concluded in a
form established by law... eParagraph 3 (Specific): A contract for
the sale of real estate must be concluded in writing and undergo
state registration. 3.2. Form: Specific — General (Inductive) —
Common in Judicial Opinions and Case Studies The text begins
with specific facts or a specific case and then draws a general legal
conclusion or principle. Header: Case Study: Liability for Harm
Caused by a Source of Increased Danger +  Paragraph 1 (Specific
Facts): The driver of a car, Ivanov, while reversing, hit a pedestrian,
Petrov. « Paragraph 2 (Specific Legal Issue): Is the owner of the car
liable for the harm caused? « Paragraph 3 (General
Principle): According to Article 1079 of the Civil Code, the owner
of a source of increased danger is liable for harm caused by that
source, regardless of fault. 3.3. Form: Problem — Solution —
Common in Legal Memos and Scholarly Articles The text presents
a legal problem or gap in the law and then proposes a solution.
Header: Problems of Applying the Statute of Limitations *

Paragraph | (Problem): The current civil legislation does not
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clearly define the moment when the limitation period begins to run
for continuing torts. ¢ Paragraph 2 (Analysis): This leads to
difficulties in judicial practice, where courts take different
approaches. ¢ Paragraph 3 (Solution): This paper proposes
amending Article 200 of the Civil Code to clarify that for continuing
torts, the limitation period begins to run from the moment the tort is
discovered. 3.4. Form: Cause — Effect — Common in Explaining
Legal Consequences The text explains the legal grounds (causes) of
a legal consequence and then its effects. Header: Legal
Consequences of Invalidity of a Transaction ® Paragraph 1
(Cause): If a transaction is declared invalid due to non-compliance
with the law... «  Paragraph 2 (Effect): ...each party is obligated to
return to the other everything received under the transaction
(restitution). 4. A Legal Term and Its Distribution A legal term is a
word or phrase that denotes a specific concept in a legal field (e.g.,
statute of limitations, jurisdiction, tort, mens rea). Term distribution
refers to how a legal term is introduced, defined, and then used
(distributed) throughout a legal text. 4.1. Stages of Term
Distribution in Legal Texts Stage  Operation Purpose
Example (Term: Statute of Limitations) 1. Introduction The
legal term is presented for the first time. To announce the key
legal concept. This article examines the concept of the statute of
limitations in civil law. 2. Definition The legal term is given
a precise meaning. To establish a shared legal
understanding.  The statute of limitations is the period for
protecting a right under a claim of a person whose right has been
violated. 3. Abbreviation (optional) A shortened form is introduced.
To avoid repetition. ...hereinafter referred to as SL. 4. Use
(Distribution) The legal term is used repeatedly in various legal
contexts. To develop the legal theme. The statute of
limitations applies to most civil claims. The statute of limitations is
three years. The running of the statute of limitations begins from the
day the person learned or should have learned of the violation of
their right. 5. Synonymy / Paraphrase The legal term is
restated using different words. To avoid monotony, to clarify
meaning. This limitation period (synonym) begins to run... 6.
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Connection to other terms The legal term is related to other legal
concepts. To build a conceptual legal network. The statute of
limitations is closely related to the concept of legal certainty and the
right to judicial protection. 4.2. Speech Clichés for Term
Distribution in Legal Russian Stage Russian Cliché English
Equivalent Introduction B manHOif cTaThe paccMaTpuBaeTcs

TIOHSATHE ... This article examines the concept of ... Definition
Tlox ... moHmMaeTcH ... By ... is meant ... Abbreviation

(manmee — ...) ... (hereinafter — ...) Use ... npuMeHSIETCAK ..., ...
perymmpyercs ... ... applies to ..., ... is governed by ... Synonymy
WueiMu citoBamy, ... In other words, ... Connection

TECHO CBSI3aHO C ... ... is closely related to ... 4.3. Practical

Example: Term Distribution in a Legal Text Text: "This article
analyzes the concept of precedent (1. Introduction). Precedent refers
to a judicial decision that is binding on lower courts when deciding
similar cases (2. Definition). Precedent, hereinafter referred to as P
(3. Abbreviation), is the foundation of the common law system. P
(4. Use) is not formally recognized as a source of law in Russia, but
the decisions of the Supreme Court have persuasive authority. This
binding force of judicial decisions (5. Synonymy) is limited to the
interpretation of legal norms. P (4. Use) is closely related to the
principle of stare decisis (6. Connection)." 5. Practical Exercises for
Students (RFL B2-C1, Law) Exercise 1. Identify Theme
Development Read the following legal paragraph. Identify the
pattern of thematic progression (linear, constant, or derived). *"A
contract (T1) is an agreement of two or more parties (R1). This
agreement (T2 = R1) must comply with the law (R2). Compliance
with the law (T3 = R2) is a condition for the validity of the contract
(R3)."* Answer: Linear (chain) progression. Exercise 2. Create
Headers Create two different header structures for a legal text on the
following topics: 1. A comparison of two types of legal
liability (criminal and administrative). 2. An analysis of the
grounds for terminating a contract. Example Answer: 1.

"Criminal and Administrative Liability: A Comparative Analysis"
(Model 6) or "Comparison of Criminal and Administrative
Liability" (Model 2) 2. "Grounds for Termination of Contract"
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(Model 2) or "When Can a Contract Be Terminated?" (Model 5)
Exercise 3. Identify the Form What typical form of thematic
development is used in the following outline? Header: Judicial
Practice in Disputes Over the Protection of Honor and Dignity ¢
Introduction: The problem of protecting honor and dignity in the
age of the internet. ¢ Section 1: Current legislation on the
protection of honor and dignity. *  Section 2: Analysis of judicial
practice: cases of defamation on social media. ¢ Section 3:
Problems and gaps in legal regulation. * Conclusion: Proposals
for improving legislation. Answer: Problem — Solution form (the
problem is identified and a solution is proposed). Exercise 4.
Analyze Term Distribution Find a short legal text (2-3 paragraphs)
from a textbook or a statute. Identify a key legal term and trace its
distribution through the text. Identify the stage (introduction,
definition, use, synonymy, connection) for each occurrence.
Exercise 5. Write a Short Legal Text Choose a legal term from your
field (e.g., «IOTOBODY, «IPABOHAPYILCHHUEY, KUCKOBAs JaBHOCTHY,
«ropuamdeckoe mumoy»). Write a short legal text (5-7 sentences) that
demonstrates the stages of term distribution: introduction,
definition, use (at least twice), and connection to at least one other
legal term. Summary Table Concept Definition Key
Operations / Stages Theme Development =~ How the main legal
topic evolves in a text Expansion, contraction, specification,
exemplification, comparison, cause-effect Thematic Progression
Pattern of theme-rheme movement across sentences Linear,
constant, derived Header Structures Titles and headings that signal
legal text structureNoun phrase, two-word, question form,

two-part title Typical Forms Common patterns of legal
argumentation General — Specific, Problem — Solution, Cause
— Effect Term Distribution How a legal term is introduced,

defined, and used Introduction — Definition — (Abbreviation) —
Use — Synonymy — Connection Conclusion Mastering the
development of the legal theme, the use of header structures, and the
distribution of legal terms is essential for advanced academic and
professional literacy in Russian law. These skills allow a reader to
navigate complex legal texts efficiently and a writer to produce
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clear, logical, and professional legal communication. For law
students and legal professionals working in Russian, understanding
these mechanisms is crucial for: « Reading and interpreting
statutes, codes, judicial decisions, and scholarly articles ¢

Drafting precise and well-structured legal documents (contracts,
memos, briefs) « Writing clear and persuasive legal scholarship ¢
Preparing for exams and writing legal analyses The ability to
develop a legal theme logically, structure a legal text with
appropriate headers, and distribute legal terms correctly is what
distinguishes a well-organized legal text from a confusing or
ambiguous one. These skills are fundamental to success in the study
and practice of law in the Russian language.

2.3

Topic 3. Structure of a concept. Qualitative and
quantitative characteristics of the concept.

In legal science and professional legal communication, a concept is
not a simple, monolithic unit. It has a complex structure that
consists of various components. Furthermore, to fully describe a
legal concept, one must specify its qualitative (what kind?) and
quantitative (how much? how many?) characteristics.
Understanding these aspects is essential for precise, unambiguous,
and complete legal description. This material is designed for
advanced learners of Russian as a Foreign Language in law (B2—
C1), particularly those studying legal theory, civil law, criminal law,
or other legal disciplines. 1. The Structure of a Legal Concept The
most influential model of a concept's structure in Russian linguistics
is the three-component model. According to this model, any legal
concept (e.g., "crime," "contract," "legal responsibility") consists of
the following layers: Component  Description Key Question
Example (Concept: "Legal Norm") 1. Conceptual (Notional) Core
The essential, defining features of the legal concept. The "legal
definition." What is its essence? What distinguishes it from
other legal concepts? A legal norm is a generally binding rule
of conduct established by the state, secured by coercion, and
regulating social relations. 2. Image-Experiential Layer

Sensory and metaphorical representations; what the concept "looks
like" or is compared to in the legal mind. =~ What images or
associations does it evoke? A legal norm as a "rule," a "standard," a
"scale"; law as a "system," a "building," a "mechanism." 3.

C3
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Evaluative (Value) Layer The positive or negative assessment
associated with the legal concept. Is it good or bad? Important or
unimportant? A legal norm is seen as a necessary instrument of
social regulation, a guarantee of order, but also potentially a
restriction of freedom. Key Point: The conceptual core is relatively
stable and universal within a given legal system. The image and
evaluative layers are culturally and individually specific, but in legal
science, they are often standardized (e.g., "the law is harsh but it is
the law"). 1.1. Example: Analyzing the Concept "Punishment"
(Criminal Law) Component Description Conceptual Core
Punishment is a measure of state coercion imposed by a court
sentence on a person found guilty of committing a crime. Image
Layer  Punishment as "retribution," "a lesson," "a sanction"; the
"sword of justice." Evaluative Layer Punishment is
necessary for justice and deterrence, but must be proportional and
humane; excessive punishment is seen as unjust. 1.2. Example:
Analyzing the Concept "Contract" (Civil Law) Component
Description Conceptual Core A contract is an agreement
between two or more persons to establish, modify, or terminate civil
rights and obligations. Image Layer A contract as a "bridge"
between parties, a "set of rules," a "binding chain." Evaluative Layer
A contract is a positive instrument of economic freedom, a
guarantee of predictability; breach of contract is negative. 2.
Qualitative Characteristics of a Legal Concept Qualitative
characteristics describe the properties, qualities, and features of a
legal concept. They answer the question: What kind? 2.1. Types of
Qualitative Characteristics in Law Type Description

Example (Concept: "Legal Norm") Normative The quality of
being a rule of conduct A legal norm is generally binding.
Formal The quality of being formally defined A legal norm
is formally defined in a legal act. Procedural The quality of being
implemented through procedures A legal norm is enforced
through judicial or administrative procedures. Functional What
the concept does or is used for A legal norm is used to regulate
social relations. Relational How the concept relates to other legal
concepts A legal norm is part of a legal system. Comparative How
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the concept compares to others An imperative norm is more
rigid than a dispositive norm. Modal Possibility, necessity,
or obligation associated with the concept A legal norm must be
complied with; an authorized norm permits certain actions. 2.2.
Examples of Qualitative Characteristics in Different Branches of
Law Branch of Law Concept Qualitative Characteristics
Criminal Law Crime Socially dangerous, unlawful, guilty,
punishable Civil Law Transaction Lawful, voluntary,
intentional, formal (if required by law) Constitutional Law
Constitutional Right Fundamental, inalienable, directly
applicable, judicially protected Administrative Law
Administrative Offense ~ Unlawful, guilty, subject to
administrative penalty 2.3. Speech Clichés for Qualitative
Characteristics in Law Function ~ Russian Cliché English
Equivalent Stating a quality ... 00JIaIaeT CIeIyOIUMU
KadecTBaMHu: ... ... has the following qualities: ... Describing a
function OcHOBHast PyHKITHUSA ... 3aKIIOYACTCA B ...  The main
function of ... is ... Showing a relation ... TECHO CBSI3aHO C ...
... 1s closely related to ... Making a comparison B otnuume ot
seey .. AMEET ... In contrast to ..., ... has ... Expressing modality
... MOXKET ...; ... IOJDKEH ... ... can ...; ... must.....3. Quantitative
Characteristics of a Legal Concept Quantitative characteristics
describe the measurable parameters, size, quantity, and degree
associated with a legal concept. They answer the question: How
much? How many? 3.1. Types of Quantitative Characteristics in
Law Type Description Example (Concept: "Crime")
Absolute A specific number or count. The Criminal Code
contains over 300 articles defining crimes. Relative A proportion,
ratio, or percentage. The number of thefts increased by 15%
compared to last year. Temporal ~ Duration, frequency, period.
The statute of limitations for this crime is 10 years; the crime was
committed within a month. Spatial Size, distance, volume. The
crime was committed at a distance of 50 meters from the school.

Statistical Mean, median, mode, variance, standard
deviation. The average sentence for this crime is 5 years; the
median is 4 years. Threshold / Limit Minimum, maximum,
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optimal value. = The maximum punishment for this crime is 10
years of imprisonment; the minimum fine is 100,000 rubles. 3.2.
Examples of Quantitative Characteristics in Different Branches of
Law Branch of Law Concept Quantitative Characteristics
Criminal Law Punishment Term of imprisonment: from 6
months to 20 years (or life); fine: from 5,000 to 5 million rubles.
Civil Law Limitation Period General limitation
period: 3 years; special limitation periods: 1 year (e.g., for carriage
contracts), 10 years (e.g., for real estate claims). Civil Law  Legal
Capacity Full legal capacity begins at 18 years (or upon marriage
before 18, or through emancipation). Administrative Law Fine
Fine amount: from 500 to 5,000 rubles for citizens, from 5,000 to
50,000 rubles for officials. 3.3. Speech Clichés for Quantitative
Characteristics in Law Function ~ Russian Cliché English

Equivalent Stating a number ... COCTABIISIET ... ... amounts to
... Showing a range ... KOJIEOJIETCS OT ... JIO ... ... ranges from
... to ... Indicating a change... yBenuumiiocs Ha ... (by); ...
YMEHBIIIIIOCH JI0 ... (to) ... increased by ...; ... decreased to ...
Stating a threshold MuHHMaNbHOE 3HAYCHHUE ... PABHO ...
The minimum value of ... is ... Describing a statistical measure
CpenHee 3HaYCHHUE ... COCTABIISET ... The mean value of ... is

... 4. The Relationship Between Qualitative and Quantitative
Characteristics in Law Qualitative and quantitative characteristics
are not independent. A change in a quantitative parameter often
leads to a change in a qualitative state. This is often expressed
through the concept of measure and transition points. Principle
Description Legal Example Measure The specific
quantitative value of a property. ~ The amount of damage caused
is 100,000 rubles. Transition (Threshold)  The point at which a
quantitative change leads to a qualitative change (e.g., from a
misdemeanor to a crime, from a fine to imprisonment). If the
amount of damage exceeds 2,500 rubles, petty theft is no longer an
administrative offense but a crime (Article 7.27 of the Code of
Administrative Offenses vs. Article 158 of the Criminal Code).
Example in Criminal Law (Thresholds for Theft): Quantitative
Measure (Value of stolen property) Qualitative State Legal
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Consequence Up to 2,500 rubles  Petty theft (administrative
offense) Fine, administrative arrest Over 2,500 rubles Theft
(crime) Criminal liability: fine, correctional labor, imprisonment
Over 250,000 rubles Theft on a large scale Increased
criminal liability Over 1,000,000 rubles Theft on an especially
large scale Maximum criminal liability Example in Civil
Law (Legal Capacity of Minors): Quantitative Measure (Age)
Qualitative State Legal Consequence Up to 6 years Completely
incompetent Cannot perform any legally significant actions 6
to 14 years Limitedly competent (minor) Can perform
small everyday transactions 14 to 18 years Partially competent
Can perform many transactions independently, but with parental
consent for others 18 years and older Fully competent Can
independently acquire and exercise rights and obligations 5.
Practical Application: The Full Description of a Legal Concept A
complete legal scientific description of a concept should include
both its structural components (core, image, evaluation) and its
qualitative and quantitative characteristics. Example Concept:
"Statute of Limitations" (Civil Law) Aspect Description Conceptual
Core The statute of limitations is the period for protecting a
right under a claim of a person whose right has been violated. Image
Layer  The statute of limitations as a "deadline," a "cut-off line,"
a "safety valve" that prevents indefinite legal uncertainty.
Evaluative Layer The statute of limitations is positive (ensures
legal certainty, encourages timely protection of rights) but can also
be negative (may prevent a deserving plaintiff from obtaining
relief). Qualitative Characteristics The statute of limitations is
mandatory (the court applies it regardless of the parties' request),
general (applies to most claims), and procedural (its expiration is
grounds for dismissal of the claim). Quantitative Characteristics
The general limitation period is 3 years; the period begins to run
from the day the person learned or should have learned of the
violation of their right. For recourse claims, the period is 6 months.
The period may be suspended or interrupted under certain
conditions. 6. Practical Exercises for Students (RFL B2-C1, Law)
Exercise 1. Identify Components Analyze the legal concept "Legal
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Responsibility." Identify: 1. The conceptual core
(definition). 2. An image or metaphor for legal responsibility. 3.
An evaluative statement (positive or negative). Exercise 2.
Qualitative vs. Quantitative Read the following statements about the
legal concept "Fine." Label each as Qualitative (Ql) or Quantitative
(Qt). 1. The fine is a monetary penalty. (Ql) 2. The fine may
be imposed in the amount of 5,000 to 50,000 rubles. (Qt) 3. The
fine is the most common type of administrative punishment. (Ql) 4.
The court imposed a fine of 100,000 rubles on the defendant. (Qt)
5. The fine is a less severe punishment than imprisonment.
(QI) Exercise 3. Describe the Transition Describe the quantitative
threshold at which a qualitative change occurs for one of the
following: 1. Age of criminal responsibility (in Russia, 14
years for certain serious crimes, 16 years for all crimes) 2. Value
of property for distinguishing theft from petty theft (threshold:
2,500 rubles) 3.  Amount of debt for initiating bankruptcy
proceedings (threshold: 500,000 rubles for legal entities, 500,000
rubles for individuals) Exercise 4. Write a Paragraph Write a
paragraph (5-7 sentences) describing the legal concept "Contract."
Include: 1. A definition (conceptual core). 2. One
qualitative characteristic. 3. One quantitative characteristic
(use a specific number or range). 4. One sentence describing a
transition point (e.g., at what age can a person independently
conclude contracts?). Exercise 5. Analyze a Legal Text Find a legal
definition in the Civil Code or Criminal Code (e.g., Article 1 of the
Civil Code, Article 14 of the Criminal Code). Analyze it according
to the three-component model (conceptual core, image, evaluation).
Identify qualitative and quantitative characteristics. Summary Table
Aspect Key Question  Components / Types Key Clichés
Structure of a Legal Concept What is it composed of?
Conceptual core, image layer, evaluative layer CyIHOCTS ...
3aKITI0YAeTCs B TOM, 9TO ... (core); ... accoumuupyercs ¢ ... (image)
Qualitative Characteristics What kind? Normative, formal,
functional, relational, comparative, modal ... oGmagaer
CBOWCTBaMH: ...; ... IpeJHa3Ha4YeH A ... Quantitative
Characteristics = How much? How many? Absolute, relative,
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temporal, spatial, statistical, threshold ... COCTaBJISICT ...; ...
KoJie0eTcs OT ... 10 ...; MuHuManbHoe 3HayeHue ... Conclusion
Understanding the structure of a legal concept and the distinction
between its qualitative and quantitative characteristics is
fundamental to legal scientific and professional communication. It
allows for precise, complete, and unambiguous descriptions, and it
enables the legal writer or speaker to move from abstract definitions
to concrete, measurable legal parameters. For law students studying
Russian, mastering this framework is essential for: « Reading and
understanding legal codes, statutes, and judicial decisions *

Writing clear and precise legal definitions * Distinguishing
between similar legal concepts based on their attributes ¢
Understanding thresholds and conditions for the application of
legal norms * Preparing for exams and writing legal analyses
The ability to identify the conceptual core, qualitative features, and
quantitative parameters of a legal concept is a fundamental skill that
distinguishes a precise legal thinker from a vague one. Whether you
are analyzing the concept of "crime," "contract," or "legal
responsibility," this framework provides a systematic way to unpack
complex legal ideas and communicate them with clarity and
precision/

24

Topic 4. Juridical discourse. Characteristics of
the process, properties. The essence (content of
the concept).

Juridical (legal) discourse is a complex, multifaceted phenomenon
that occupies a central place in modern society. As a specialized
type of communication, it operates at the intersection of law,
language, and social power. Understanding the nature of juridical
discourse, its characteristics as a process, its defining properties, and
its essence is essential for law students, legal professionals, and
anyone studying Russian legal language. This material explores the
nature of juridical discourse from linguistic, communicative, and
legal perspectives. 1. The Concept of Juridical Discourse:
Definitions and Approaches 1.1. Defining Discourse Before
examining juridical discourse specifically, it is necessary to
understand what "discourse" means as a broader category. In
modern linguistics, discourse is understood as "a coherent text in
conjunction with extralinguistic — pragmatic, sociocultural,
psychological and other factors; text taken in its event aspect;
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speech viewed as a purposeful social action". The key idea is that
discourse is more than just text. It includes: *The participants in
communication and their roles (judge, lawyer, witness, defendant) ¢
The goals and intentions of the speakers (to prove, to defend, to
decide) « The social and cultural context (the legal system,
courtroom etiquette) The psychological and cognitive
processes involved As N.D. Arutyunova famously stated, discourse
is "speech immersed in life". 1.2. Defining Juridical Discourse
Juridical (Legal) Discourse is a type of institutional discourse that
encompasses all forms of verbal communication in the legal sphere:
from legislative texts and judicial decisions to lawyer-client
consultations and courtroom speeches. In simpler terms, juridical
discourse includes everything from Supreme Court decisions and
criminal codes to police interrogations and contract negotiations. It
is the language of law in action. Participants of juridical discourse
include: Group  Examples Professionals Judges, prosecutors,
defense attorneys, notaries, legal scholars, arbitrators Non-
professionals Plaintiffs, defendants, suspects, witnesses,
victims, jurors Support participants Court clerks, translators,
experts, bailiffs 1.3. Key Definitions at a Glance Source

Definition General Discourse Text + extralinguistic factors
(pragmatic, sociocultural, psychological); speech "immersed in life"
Juridical Discourse Verbalized speech-mental activity in the
legal sphere; a structure as process and result; a shared world for
communicants within the legal system As a Process The cognitive
activity of producing and interpreting legal texts (lawmaking,
adjudication, legal argumentation) As a Result The corpus of
texts generated through legal communication (statutes, judgments,
contracts, legal opinions) 2. Characteristics of Juridical Discourse as
a Process Juridical discourse is not a static entity but a dynamic
process of legal communication. Understanding this process
involves examining several key characteristics. 2.1. Institutional
Nature Juridical discourse is classified as a type of institutional
discourse. This means it is bound to a specific social institution —
the legal system — and follows established norms, conventions, and
role relationships. Participants in juridical discourse are expected to
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have certain legal knowledge and behave in certain ways depending
on their position (e.g., judge, lawyer, witness). 2.2. Hierarchical
(Status-Based) Structure One of the defining characteristics of
juridical discourse is its hierarchical (status-based) nature.
Communication is not equal among participants. Participant

Status Communicative Rights Judge Highest (in court)

Directs the process, asks questions, makes rulings, decides the case
Prosecutor / Lawyer High (professional) Active
participation, argumentation, objections Defendant / Plaintiff
Medium Right to speak, respond, but limited by procedural rules
Witness Low Obligation to testify truthfully, limited to
answering questions This hierarchical structure affects every aspect
of communication: who speaks when, how one addresses others,
what topics can be discussed, and what linguistic forms are
appropriate. 2.3. Dual Nature: Written and Oral, Professional and
Popular Juridical discourse operates in two main spheres: Sphere
Characteristics ~ Examples Written (Primary) Precise,
formal, binding, permanent Statutes, court decisions,
contracts, procedural codes Oral (Secondary) Dynamic,
interactive, persuasive Court hearings, witness interrogations,
lawyer-client consultations, closing arguments The goal of juridical
discourse is not just to communicate legal information but to
achieve a legal result: to convict or acquit, to resolve a dispute, to
create legally binding obligations. 2.4. Cognitive Nature Juridical
discourse is fundamentally a cognitive process. It involves: * The
conceptualization of legal reality (defining crimes, rights,
obligations) ¢ The selection and organization of legal
information (what facts are relevant, what norms apply) * The
interpretation of legal phenomena based on existing legal
knowledge structures From a cognitive perspective, legal language
reflects how legal professionals and laypeople think about law,
justice, rights, and obligations. 2.5. Communicative-Pragmatic
Orientation Juridical discourse is goal-oriented. Communicants
engage in legal communication with specific intentions: Intention
Example To inform A lawyer explains the law to a client To
persuade A prosecutor argues for a conviction To decide A

69




Homep
pas3nena

HaunmeHoBaHme pa3jena
JUCHMIIIUHBI

HanMeHnoBaHnue TeMbI

Coaep:xanue TeMbl

Bun
y4yeOHoi
padoThI*

judge announces a verdict To regulate A legislature passes a
statute To record A court clerk documents the proceedings 3.
Properties of Juridical Discourse Modern legal linguistics has
identified several fundamental properties that characterize juridical
discourse as a distinct phenomenon. 3.1. Normativity (Connection
to Legal Norms) Juridical discourse is inherently normative. Every
statement is either based on, refers to, or is evaluated against legal
norms. Aspect  Description Legal grounding Statements
must be justified by reference to laws, regulations, or legal
principles Binding force  Certain legal texts (statutes, judgments)
are binding and enforceable Sanctionability Violation of legal
norms leads to legal consequences 3.2. Formality and Ritualization
Juridical discourse is characterized by a high degree of formality
and ritualization. This is not mere bureaucracy; it serves important
functions: ensuring predictability, demonstrating respect for the law,
maintaining order, and guaranteeing equal treatment. Aspect
Examples Fixed formulas "May it please the Court," "I swear to
tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth" Procedural
rules Who speaks when, how to address the judge, when to
stand Specialized terminology Legal terms that have precise
meanings different from everyday language Prescribed document
formats The structure of a contract, the form of an indictment 3.3.
Authoritative and Binding Nature Unlike everyday conversation,
juridical discourse has authoritative and binding force. When a court
says "Guilty," that statement has real-world consequences. Type of
Authority Example Legislative authority Statutes that
must be obeyed Judicial authority Court decisions that must be
followed Doctrinal authority Legal scholarship that
influences interpretation 3.4. Conflict-Based (Adversarial) Nature
Much juridical discourse is inherently conflict-based or adversarial.
It arises from disputes and is structured around opposing positions.
Aspect Example Adversarial system Prosecutor vs. defense
attorney Competing narratives Plaintiff's version vs.
defendant's version Opposing interpretations Different readings of
the same statute or contract 3.5. Complexity and Heterogeneity of
Structure Juridical discourse has a complex and non-homogeneous
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structure. The core consists of professional legal communication
(between lawyers, judges, scholars), while the periphery includes
non-professional legal discourse (citizens interacting with the legal
system). This complexity is reflected in the range of genres within
juridical discourse. 3.6. Intertextuality Juridical discourse is highly
intertextual. Legal texts constantly refer to, quote, and rely upon
other legal texts. Type of Intertextuality Example Reference to
statutes "According to Article 158 of the Criminal Code..."
Citation of precedent "As the Supreme Court held in case No.
1234..." Quoting legal doctrine "As Professor Ivanov notes..."
Incorporation by reference "As defined in clause 2.1 of this
contract..." 3.7. Precision and Unambiguity (as an ideal) Juridical
discourse strives for precision and unambiguity. The goal is to
express legal norms and decisions in a way that leaves no room for
misinterpretation. Means of Achieving Precision Example
Defined terms ~ "For the purposes of this contract, 'Force Majeure’'
means..." Lists and enumerations  "The following persons are
prohibited from..." Conditional clauses "If X occurs, then Y
shall happen..." Exceptions and qualifications "Unless
otherwise agreed by the parties..." However, as legal realists and
critical legal scholars have noted, perfect precision is an ideal that is
never fully achieved. Legal language inevitably contains ambiguity,
vagueness, and gaps. 4. The Essence (Content) of the Concept
"Juridical Discourse" 4.1. Core Definition The essence of juridical
discourse lies in its function as the verbalized expression and
realization of legal norms and legal power. It is the primary means
by which law is created, interpreted, applied, and enforced in
society. From a linguistic perspective, juridical discourse is a
particular subsystem of language that functions "with the aim of
regulating social relations through the creation, interpretation, and
application of legal norms." From a cognitive perspective, it is the
process by which legal concepts (rights, duties, crimes,
punishments) are formed, organized, and communicated. From a
social perspective, juridical discourse is both a reflection of legal
reality and a force that shapes that reality. Discourse, on one hand,
is formed by legal institutions and social relations; on the other
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hand, it actively constitutes them. 4.2. Two Interconnected Plans of
Juridical Discourse Juridical discourse has two interconnected
dimensions: Plan Focus Manifestation Linguo-Cognitive
Language consciousness, choice of linguistic means, text
production and perception Context, presupposition, legal reasoning
strategies Properly Linguistic The actual language resources
used Lexical, morphological, syntactic features of legal texts
These two plans are inseparable. The linguo-cognitive plan
influences which linguistic means are chosen, while the linguistic
plan provides the observable evidence for cognitive processes. 4.3.
The Discursive Formation of Law Juridical discourse is organized
as a discursive formation — a system that "unites various genres"
based on their position within the legal field: Genre Type

Audience Examples Legislative texts All subjects of
law Constitutions, codes, statutes, regulations Judicial texts
Parties to a case, legal professionals, the public Judgments,

decisions, rulings, orders Doctrinal texts (legal scholarship) Legal
scholars, students, judges, lawyers Monographs, law review
articles, commentaries Contractual texts Contracting parties,
courts  Contracts, agreements, memoranda of understanding
Procedural texts Court personnel, parties, lawyers Indictments,
motions, briefs, pleadings Consultative texts Clients, lawyers Legal
opinions, memoranda, client letters The position of a text within this
discursive formation — and consequently its structure, genre, and
linguistic means — is determined by "the point of origin," i.e., the
position of the producer in the legal field, their professional and
linguistic competence, and the role they perform. 5. Characteristics
of Juridical Discourse as a Process (Revisited) 5.1. As a Process vs.
As a Result Aspect Process (Discourse as activity)

Result (Discourse as product) Focus How legal meaning is
created, negotiated, argued The legal texts produced Key questions
What strategies and tactics are used? What cognitive operations
occur?  What linguistic features are present? What genres are
produced? Analysis level Cognitive, pragmatic, interactional

Textual, structural, stylistic, genre-based 5.2. Communicative
Strategies in Juridical Discourse In producing juridical discourse,
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legal professionals employ various cognitive and communicative
strategies. These include: Strategy Description Example
Persuasion Convincing a judge or jury of a particular
outcome A closing argument in a criminal trial Justification
Providing legal grounds for a decision A court's written
opinion explaining why the defendant is guilty Interpretation
Explaining the meaning of a legal text A statutory
interpretation in a legal memo Argumentation Presenting
reasons for or against a legal proposition A brief arguing for
summary judgment Narrative construction Telling a coherent
story of the facts A prosecutor's opening statement 5.3. Linguistic
Characteristics Analysis of juridical discourse reveals specific
linguistic patterns: Feature Examples Complex sentences with
conditional clauses If the seller fails to deliver the goods
within 30 days, the buyer may terminate the contract. Logical
connectors however, moreover, therefore, consequently,
nevertheless, on the one hand... on the other hand Passive voice
The defendant was charged with theft. (rather than The prosecutor
charged the defendant with theft.) Nominalization = The
termination of the contract (rather than The parties terminate the
contract.) Deontic modality (obligation, permission, prohibition)
shall, must, may, must not, may not 6. Practical Application:
Analyzing Juridical Discourse When analyzing juridical discourse,
researchers and students consider multiple dimensions: Dimension
Questions to Ask Participants Who is speaking/writing? To
whom? What are their legal roles and relationships? Purpose What
is the communicative goal? To regulate? To adjudicate? To advise?
Context What is the legal, social, political situation? Content What
legal issues or facts are being discussed? Form What genre?
What linguistic features? What is the structure? Effect What
legal impact is intended? What impact is achieved? 7. Practical
Exercises for Students (RFL B2-C1, Law) Exercise 1. Identify the
Sphere Read the following excerpts and determine whether they
belong to legislative, judicial, doctrinal, or contractual discourse.
Justify your answer. 1. "Article 158. Theft — 1. Theft, that is, the
secret theft of another's property, shall be punishable by a fine of up
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to 80,000 rubles or in the amount of the wages or other income of
the convicted person for a period of up to six months, or by
compulsory labor for a period of up to 360 hours, or by corrective
labor for a period of up to one year, or by restraint of liberty for a
period of up to two years, or by forced labor for a period of up to
two years, or by imprisonment for a period of up to two years." 2.
"The court finds that the plaintiff has failed to prove the defendant's
guilt beyond a reasonable doubt. Therefore, the court acquits the
defendant." 3. "The concept of 'good faith' in civil law has been
the subject of extensive scholarly debate. Some authors argue that it
is a general principle; others view it as a specific duty." 4. "The
Seller agrees to sell, and the Buyer agrees to buy, 100 units of
Product X at a price of 1,000 rubles per unit." Exercise 2. Identify
Properties Identify which property of juridical discourse
(normativity, formality, authoritativeness, conflict-based nature,
intertextuality, precision) is most evident in each of the following
examples. 1. "Pursuant to Rule 12(b)(6) of the Federal Rules of
Civil Procedure, the defendant moves to dismiss the complaint for
failure to state a claim upon which relief can be granted." 2. "The
prosecution argues that the defendant acted with malice
aforethought. The defense, however, contends that the defendant
acted in self-defense." 3. "As held by the Supreme Court in
Marbury v. Madison (1803), it is emphatically the province and
duty of the judicial department to say what the law is." Exercise 3.
Analyze a Legal Text Find a short legal text (e.g., an article from a
code, a court decision excerpt, a contract clause). Analyze it using
the dimensions in Section 6. Exercise 4. Write a Short Legal Text
Write a short legal text (5-7 sentences) in one of the genres of
juridical discourse (e.g., a simple contract clause, a hypothetical
court ruling, a statutory definition). Use appropriate linguistic
features (passive voice, conditional clauses, legal terminology).
Summary Table Aspect  Key Characteristics Essence
Verbalized expression and realization of legal norms and legal
power; both reflects and shapes legal reality As a Process
Institutional, hierarchical, cognitive, communicative-pragmatic,
goal-oriented Properties  Normative, formal, authoritative,
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conflict-based, complex, intertextual, striving for precision
Linguistic Features Specialized terminology, logical
connectors, conditional syntax, passive voice, nominalization,
deontic modality Structure (Genres) Legislative, judicial, doctrinal,
contractual, procedural, consultative Conclusion Juridical discourse
is a dynamic, complex, and authoritative form of communication
that plays a crucial role in modern society. Its essence lies in the
verbal representation and realization of legal norms and legal power.
Its characteristics as a process include institutional framing,
hierarchical structure, cognitive activity, and communicative
purpose. Its properties — normativity, formality, authoritativeness,
conflict-based nature, intertextuality, and striving for precision —
distinguish it from other types of discourse and make it a
particularly rich object of study. For learners of Russian as a foreign
language in law, understanding juridical discourse is essential for: ¢
Reading and comprehending legal texts (codes, court decisions,
contracts) ¢ Participating in professional legal communication
. Recognizing the linguistic and rhetorical strategies used in
legal argumentation ¢ Producing clear, effective legal discourse
in Russian The study of juridical discourse continues to evolve, with
researchers exploring its features in various contexts, including
courtroom interaction, legislative drafting, and online legal
communication. As legal systems and communication technologies
change, juridical discourse will continue to adapt, offering ongoing
opportunities for linguistic research.

2.5

Topic 5. The relationship of juxtaposition and
opposition. Objects. Lexico-grammatical
structures.

In legal scientific and professional communication, the ability to
compare and contrast legal objects, concepts, processes, and
institutions is fundamental. Two key logical relationships are
juxtaposition (simple comparison, noting similarities or differences
without explicit contrast) and opposition (direct contrast,
highlighting how legal objects differ on a specific attribute). These
relationships are expressed through specific lexico-grammatical
structures that signal to the reader how two or more legal objects are
related. This material is designed for advanced learners of Russian
as a Foreign Language in law (B2—C1), particularly those studying
legal theory, comparative law, civil law, criminal law, or other legal
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disciplines. 1. Juxtaposition and Opposition: Definitions in Legal
Context Term  Definition Key Question  Example
(Legal Context) Juxtaposition Placing two or more legal
objects side by side to compare them, noting similarities or
differences without creating a sharp contrast. How do these legal
concepts relate? What are their similarities and differences?
Criminal liability has feature X. Administrative liability also has
feature X. Criminal liability has feature Y, while administrative
liability has feature Z. Opposition A type of juxtaposition that
emphasizes direct contrast, often on a single legal attribute or a
binary scale. How do these legal concepts differ on a specific
attribute? Which is more/less severe? Criminal liability is
more severe, but administrative liability is less severe. Unlike
criminal liability, administrative liability does not result in a
criminal record. Key Distinction: Juxtaposition is the broader
category, including both similarity and difference. Opposition is a
subset of juxtaposition that focuses exclusively on difference, often
in a binary or graded opposition (lawful/unlawful, guilty/innocent,
public/private). 2. Objects of Comparison in Law Any legal object
(concrete or abstract) can be compared. In legal scientific texts, the
objects of juxtaposition and opposition are often: Type of Object
Examples Legal Concepts Crime vs. administrative offense;
contract vs. tort; legal entity vs. natural person Legal Processes
Criminal procedure vs. civil procedure; litigation vs. arbitration
Legal Properties Public law vs. private law; substantive law vs.
procedural law Legal Methods / Approaches Imperative vs.
dispositive regulation; judicial precedent vs. statutory law Legal
Institutions Court of first instance vs. court of appeal; general
jurisdiction court vs. arbitration court 3. Lexico-Grammatical
Structures for Juxtaposition in Law 3.1. Structures for Similarity
(Comparing) These structures indicate that two or more legal
objects share a property or characteristic. Structure  Russian
Example English Translation A u B o6manaror (o0rmmm) mpru3HaKoM
[MpectymieHne U aIMUHUCTPATUBHOE IPABOHAPYLIICHUE
007a1at0T 00IUM TIPU3HAKOM: OHHU 00 SBJISIOTCS
IPOTUBONPABHBIMU [ESHUSIMHU. A crime and an administrative
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offense have a common feature: they are both unlawful acts. Kak A,
Tak u B ... Kak marepuanbHoe, Tak U IIpoleccyalbHOe
MPaBO PEryJUPYIOT OOIIECTBEHHBIE OTHOIICHHS. Both
substantive and procedural law regulate social relations. A, Tax xe
Kak u B, ... JloroBop KyIum-nposaxu, Tak ke Kak 1 JJ0roBop
TIOCTaBKH, ABJISETCS KOHCEHCYaTbHBIM. A sale contract, as well
as a supply contract, is consensual. A cxomno ¢ B B ToMm, 9TO ...

Kpaxa cxonmHa ¢ rpabexoM B TOM, 9TO 00a SBIAIOTCS (hopMaMu
XUILEHHUS. Theft is similar to robbery in that both are forms
of theft. A u B umeroT cienyromue odmme 4epTsl: ... MckoBoe
TIPOM3BOJICTBO M 0CO00E MMPON3BOICTBO HMEIOT CIIEAYIONTIE O0IIre
4epThl: OHU 00€ SBJISIOTCS BUAMU I'PaXKAaHCKOTO
CYJIOIIPOU3BOJICTBA. Action proceedings and special
proceedings have the following common features: they are both
types of civil procedure. O0mmm ast A u B siBsetcs ...

OO61muM 11 JOTOBOpa apeH/Ibl U IOTOBOpa O€3BO3ME3THOTO
TIOJIb30BAHUS SBJISIETCSI BDEMEHHBIN XapakTep MOJIb30BaHUS
MMYIIIECTBOM. Common to a lease agreement and a gratuitous
use agreement is the temporary nature of the use of property. 3.2.
Structures for Difference (Juxtaposing without sharp opposition)
These structures indicate that legal objects differ, but without
creating a strong contrast. Structure Russian Example English
Translation A otimyaercst oT B Tem, uto ... YrojoBHas
OTBETCTBEHHOCTh OTIIMYAETCS OT aJMUHUCTPATUBHON TEM, 4TO
BJICYET CYTUMOCTb. Criminal liability differs from
administrative liability in that it entails a criminal record. Paznu4ue
Mexay A u B 3akirodaercs B ... Paznuune mexny
HEO0OX0AUMBIMH U (DaKyIbTaTUBHBIMU IIPU3HAKAMHU COCTaBA
MPECTYTIICHUsSI 3aKII0YaeTCs B X 0043aTeIbHOCTH IS
kBammpukanun.  The difference between necessary and optional
elements of a crime lies in their mandatory nature for qualification.
A, B otinuwme ot B, ... JoroBop, B OTJIMYHME OT OAHOCTOPOHHEN
C/ICNIKH, TpeOyeT COTIacoBaHMsI BOJIb JIBYX MIIM Oojiee CTOPOH. A
contract, in contrast to a unilateral transaction, requires the
coordination of the wills of two or more parties. Ecmu A ..., 0 B ...

Ecnu npectyniieHue BiIe4eT YroJOBHYIO OTBETCTBEHHOCTb, TO
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aIMHHHCTPATHBHOE PABOHAPYILICHUE — aIMHHHCTPATUBHYIO.
If a crime entails criminal liability, then an administrative offense
entails administrative liability. A He MeeT mpU3HaKa, XapaKTEPHOTO
st B Hexommepueckas opraHuzaiius He UMEeT LeTu
W3BIICYCHYSI PUOBUTH, XapaKTePHOU 1T KOMMEPUECKOH
OpTaHU3aIIH. A non-profit organization does not have the
purpose of profit-making characteristic of a commercial
organization. 4. Lexico-Grammatical Structures for Opposition in
Law Opposition structures emphasize direct contrast, often on a
binary scale. They are used to highlight which legal object is more
or less of something, or to present mutually exclusive legal
categories. 4.1. Binary Opposition (A vs. not-A) Structure

Russian Example English Translation A, a He B Pemrenme
3aBUCHT OT MaTEPHUALHOTO, a HE MPOIECCYabHOro mpaBa.  The
decision depends on substantive, not procedural, law. He A, a B
D10 He Kpaxa, a rpabex, Tak Kak UMYIIECTBO U3BIMAIIOCh

otkpsITo. This is not theft, but robbery, since the property was taken
openly. A poTuBOIION0XHO B [IpaBoMepHOE noBeeHUE
MPOTUBOIIOJIOKHO HEIPABOMEPHOMY. Lawful conduct is the
opposite of unlawful conduct. A nmpotuBoctour B OGBHHEHHE
MPOTUBOCTOMT 3aIUTE B YyTOJOBHOM ITpOIIEcce. The
prosecution opposes the defense in criminal proceedings. 4.2.
Graded Opposition (More/Less) Structure  Russian Example
English Translation A Gonee ..., yem B YMBllLLUIEHHOE
npecTyIuieHne 6ojiee omacHo, YeM HeoCTopoxHoe.  An intentional
crime is more dangerous than a negligent crime. A menee ..., uem B
AJIMUHHCTpPATUBHAS OTBETCTBEHHOCTh MEHEE CTPOrasi, 4eM
YTOJIOBHAS. Administrative liability is less severe than
criminal liability. uem A, Tem B UYeM BbIlIE CTENEHD
00IIIECTBEHHOW OTIaCHOCTH AESHHSA, TEM CTpOKe Haka3aHue. The
higher the degree of public danger of the act, the stricter the
punishment. A npeBocxoaut B 110 ... TTo ropuamueckoii cuie
KoHcTuTyms mpeBocxoauT geaepanbhble 3akoHbL.  In terms of
legal force, the Constitution surpasses federal laws. 4.3.
Conjunctions for Opposition Conjunction  Russian Example
English Translation a (contrastive) Mcrer HacTanBai Ha
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YAOBJIETBOPEHUHU UCKA, & OTBETUUK BO3paxKall. The plaintiff
insisted on granting the claim, while the defendant objected. Ho
JoroBop siBIsieTCs BO3ME3IHBIM, HO MOXKET OBITH H
6e3Bo3me3nubIM. The contract is compensated, but may also be
gratuitous. 0JJHAKO CyJ npU3HAI BHHY MOJCYIUMOTO;
OJJHAKO, HA3HAYWJI MHHIMaJIbHOE Haka3aHue. The court
found the defendant guilty; however, it imposed the minimum
sentence. B TO BpeMs Kak B To BpeMs Kak CyJ MepBOl WHCTAHIINHI
BBIHEC OOBMHUTEIILHBIN IPUTOBOP, alleJUIALIMOHHAs HHCTaHIHS €ro
OTMEHMIIA. Whereas the court of first instance rendered a
guilty verdict, the appellate court overturned it. Torna xak
I'paxxaaHCcKOE MPAaBO PEryIHPYeT UMYILIECTBEHHbBIC OTHOIICHNUS,
TOT/Ia KaK CeMeitHOe MPaBO PEryIupyeT TMIHbIC HEUMYIICCTBEHHBIC
OTHOIIICHUSI. Civil law regulates property relations, whereas
family law regulates personal non-property relations. 5. Lexico-
Grammatical Structures for Juxtaposition of Legal Properties When
juxtaposing properties (attributes, characteristics) of legal objects,
specific structures are used. Function Structure

Russian Example English Translation Stating a property of A A
obnanaer npm3HakoM X  Kpaka o0nagaeT npru3HaKoM TalHOCTH
U3BATHSA UMYIIECTBA. Theft has the feature of secrecy of taking
property. Stating a property of B B xapakrepuzyercs Y

['paberx xapakTepu3yercst OTKPBITHIM U3bITHEM UMYIIECTBA.
Robbery is characterized by open taking of property. Juxtaposing
properties A obmagaer X, B TO BpeMms kak B
xapakrepusyercst Y VYronoBHOe mpaBo obsaaet
HUMIICPATUBHBIM METOAOM PETYJIMPOBAHUA, B TO BPEMS KaK
IPAKIAHCKOE NPAaBO XapaKTEPU3YETCs JUCIIO3ZUTUBHBIM METOIOM.
Criminal law has an imperative method of regulation, whereas civil
law is characterized by a dispositive method. Opposing properties

A sBnsercs X, a B— He-X CyObeKTHBHOE TPaBO SIBISIETCS
Mepoi BO3MOXHOTO TIOBEJICHHUS, a IOpUANYECKast 00s3aHHOCTh —
Mepoil JOIKHOrO OBECHUS. A subjective right is a measure

of possible conduct, while a legal obligation is a measure of
required conduct. 6. Full Scheme for Juxtaposition and Opposition
of Legal Objects When writing a legal scientific text that juxtaposes
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or opposes two or more legal objects, the following logical-semantic
scheme is recommended: Step Operation Key Questions
Key Clichés 1. Introduction of objects What legal objects are
being compared? Cpaeuum A u B.; B pabote npoBoaurcs
cpaBHenue A u B. 2. Basis for comparison On what legal grounds
will they be compared?  CpaBHeHHE IPOBOAWTCS TI0 CIIEIYIOIIAM
MpU3HAKaM: ... 3. Similarities ~ What legal features are common
to both? A u B nmeroT cnenyromme cxonctsa: ...; Kak A, Taku B ...

4. Differences (Juxtaposition) How do they differ (without
sharp opposition)? A orimgaercs ot B tem, 4To0 ...;
Pazmiane mexny A u B 3akmrogaeTcsa B......... 5. Differences
(Opposition) Which is more/less severe? Which is the
opposite?A boiee ..., uem B; A, a ve B; A nporusomnonoxuo B

6. Conclusion / Evaluation Which legal consequence
applies? Which is more appropriate under given conditions?
Taxum 06pa3zom, st KBanu(pUKaLKUU JestHUS Kak A He00X0JUMO
..., @ U KBanuuKauu Kkak B mocrarouto.................. 7. Practical
Examples from Different Branches of Law Example 1: Criminal
Law (Theft vs. Robbery) Step Text IntroductionCpaBHUM 1Ba
COCTaBa IPECTYIICHHS IPOTUB COOCTBEHHOCTH: KPaXKy M Ipadex.
Basis  CpaBHeHHE MPOBOIUTCS MO MIPU3HAKY CIIOCO0a U3BSTHUS
umymiectBa. Similarities  Kak kpaska, Tak ¥ rpaOex sIBISTIOTCS
dbopmamu xuieHus yyxoro umyinectsa. Difference (Juxtaposition)
Kpaxa otnnyaercst oT rpadexa TeM, 4TO IPU Kpayke HMYIIECTBO
M3bIMaeTCs TaliHO, a pH rpadexe — OTKPHITO. Opposition

Kpaxa siBisieTcs: TAHBIM XUIIEHHEM, TOTJa KaK Tpadex —
oTkpbIThIM. Conclusion  Takum 00pa3oM, eciiu MOTEPIEBIIHIA He
0CO3HABAIT (PaKT U3BATHS UMYILECTBA, ACTHUE KBATU(DHUIMPYETCS
KaK Kpaka, a ecJii oco3HaBasl — Kak rpabdexx. Example 2: Civil Law
(Contract vs. Tort) Step ~ Text IntroductionCpaBuum nBa
OCHOBaHHS BOSHHKHOBEHHSI TP JaHCKO-TIPABOBOI
OTBETCTBEHHOCTH: JOTOBOPHYIO M BHEJIOTOBOPHYIO (ICJIMKTHYIO).
Basis  CpaBHeHHE NPOBOMUTCS MO CIACAYIOLIMM KPUTCPHUSIM:
OCHOBaHME BO3HUKHOBECHHS, XapaKkTep 00s13aHHOCTEH, 00beM
Bo3MemeHus. Similarities Kak moroBopHasi, Tak v JeTUKTHAS
OTBETCTBEHHOCTh HATPABJICHBI HA BOCCTAHOBJICHHE HAPYIICHHBIX
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npaB kpenuropa. Difference (Juxtaposition) JloroBopHas
OTBETCTBEHHOCTh OTJIMYACTCS OT ACTUKTHON TEM, YTO BO3HHKACT U3
HapYLICHHS YCIOBHIA TOTOBOPA, a ICNUKTHAS — U3 MPUYHUHEHHUS
Bpena. Opposition [Ipu 10roBopHOI OTBETCTBEHHOCTH CTOPOHBI
MOTYT COTJIACOBATh Pa3Mep BO3MEIICHHUSI, TOT1a KaK MPU ACTUKTHON
OTBETCTBEHHOCTH Pa3Mep BO3MEILCHHUS OIPEICIIAETCS 3aKOHOM.
Conclusion TakuMm 00pa3om, BEIOOP MEXITY TOTOBOPHOU U
JICTUKTHON OTBETCTBEHHOCTBIO 3aBUCHUT OT HAJIMYHUS IOTOBOPHBIX
oTHOWEeHNH Mexay cropoHamu. Example 3: Constitutional Law
(Republic vs. Monarchy) Step Text IntroductionCpaBauM 1Be
(hopMBI IpaBICHUS: pecyOIuKy u MoHapxuio. Basis CpaBHeHHe
OPOBOJIUTCS MO TPU3HAKY MOPSIAKA (GOPMHUPOBAHKS OPraHOB
BitacTH. Similarities Kak B pecryOnuke, Tak 1 B MOHapXHUU
cymiecTByeT riaBa rocynapcersa. Difference (Juxtaposition)
Pecnme/IKa OTJIINYACTCA OT MOHApXUH TEM, YTO I'JlaBa rocy1apCTBa
n30MpaeTcs, a B MOHAPXHU BJIACTh NIEPEAASTCS 110 HACIE/ICTBY.
Opposition PecniyOinnka, B OTJIMYKE OT MOHAPXHH,
MpeNnoaraeT CMEHsIEeMOCTh I1aBbl rocyapersa. Conclusion
Takum 06paszom, Poccus siBisieTcst pecyOIMKON, MOCKOIBKY
[Ipesunent nzbmpaercs Hapomom. 8. Practical Exercises for
Students (RFL B2-C1, Law) Exercise 1. Identify the Relationship
Read the following legal sentences. Label each as Juxtaposition (J)
or Opposition (O). 1. Both material and procedural norms are
part of the legal system, but they perform different functions. (J) 2.
Unlike a contract, a unilateral transaction does not require the
consent of a second party. (O) 3.  The difference between a felony
and a misdemeanor lies in the severity of the punishment. (J) 4.
Direct intent presupposes the desire to cause harm, whereas indirect
intent presupposes conscious allowance. (O) 5. Intentional
crimes are more dangerous than negligent crimes. (O) Exercise 2.
Choose the Correct Conjunction Fill in the blank with the
appropriate conjunction: a, Ho, 0IHaKO, B TO BpeMs KaK, TOT/1a Kak.
1. Cyn nepBoit HHCTaHITUU BBIHEC OTIPaBIATECIIbHBIN
TIPUTOBOP, MPOKypaTypa Imo1ajia aneuisanuio. (a / oqHaxo) 2.
HUcren TpeOyeT B3bICKaHHS YOBITKOB, __ OTBETYHMK HACTAUBAET
Ha OTCYTCTBHU CBOCH BHHBL (B TO BpeMsl KaK) 3. Jorosop
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MOJKET OBITh PACTOPTHYT IO COTJIAIICHHIO CTOPOH, ____ B
cynebnoMm nopsinke. (a / Ho) Exercise 3. Complete the Juxtaposition
Complete the following legal sentences to express the relationship
indicated. 1. CXO0JICTBO MEXTy ITyOJUYHBIM U YACTHBIM
NPABOM 3aKIFOYaeTCs B TOM, YTO ... 2. IOpuaunyeckoe nuro
OTIMYaeTCs OT (PU3NYECKOro JINNa TeM, 9To ... 3.

HMmnepaTuBHAs HOpMa, B OTIIMYHE OT AUCIIO3UTUBHOW, ... Exercise
4. Write a Paragraph Choose a pair of legal objects from your field
of study (e.g., "material law vs. procedural law," "plaintiff vs.
defendant," "appeal vs. cassation"). Write a paragraph (5-7
sentences) that introduces the objects, states the basis for
comparison, notes one similarity, and contrasts at least two
differences using both juxtaposition and opposition structures.
Summary Table Relationship Definition Key Clichés
Conjunctions Juxtaposition (Similarity) Noting shared legal
properties A u B o0namaroT oOmmM mpu3HakoM ...; Kak A,
Taku B ... u, TaK xe Kak Juxtaposition (Difference)

Noting legal differences without sharp contrast A oTimaaeTcs
oT B tem, uro ...; Paznuune mexny A u B 3akntouaerca B ...  a, B
To Bpems kak Opposition (Binary) Direct legal contrast; mutually
exclusive A, a e B; A mpoTtuBonosoxuo B a, Torna kak
Opposition (Graded) Comparison on a legal scale (more/less
severe) A Ooiee ..., ueM B; yem A, TeM B dem..., Tem...
Conclusion Mastering the lexico-grammatical structures for
juxtaposition and opposition is essential for clear, precise legal
scientific and professional communication in Russian. These
structures allow the legal writer or speaker to: 1. Present
complex legal comparisons logically and systematically 2.

Distinguish between similar legal concepts (e.g., theft vs. robbery,
contract vs. tort) 3. Guide the reader through nuanced legal
relationships between objects, concepts, and processes 4. Build
persuasive legal arguments by highlighting relevant similarities and
differences For law students studying Russian, understanding these
structures is crucial for: « Reading and understanding comparative
legal texts (e.g., comparing legal systems, distinguishing between
similar crimes) « Writing clear legal memoranda and briefs that
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analyze similarities and differences between legal positions ¢
Arguing effectively in court by contrasting the legal consequences
of different interpretations * Preparing for exams that require
distinguishing between related legal concepts The ability to
juxtapose and oppose legal concepts with precision is a hallmark of
sophisticated legal reasoning and writing in Russian.

2.6

Topic 6. Scientific style of speech.
Grammatical aspect. Grammatical classes of

words

The scientific style of speech is a functional style of the Russian
literary language that serves the sphere of science, including legal
science. Its primary function is to accurately, logically, and
objectively convey scientific legal information. This material
examines the grammatical aspect of the scientific style in legal
discourse, focusing on the specific features and usage patterns of
various grammatical classes of words (parts of speech) in legal
scientific texts. 1. General Characteristics of the Scientific Style in
Law The scientific style is characterized by several key features that
distinguish it from other functional styles, including the official-
legal style of statutes and codes. Feature Description

Example (Legal context) Precision (unambiguity)  Legal terms
have a single, clear meaning within the legal field. =~ «Cocras
NPECTYIUICHUsD» — COBOKYITHOCTh OOBEKTHBHBIX U CyOBEKTHBHBIX
MIPU3HAKOB, 00pa3yIOINX KOHKPETHOE OOIECTBEHHO OITacHOE
nestaue. Abstractness (generalization) Focus on general legal
concepts, laws, patterns, and categories, not specific instances.
[IpaBoBast HOpMa peryIupyeT THIHYHBIE OOMECTBEHHBIS
OTHOIIICHHMS, a HE CIMHUYHBIN ciydail. Logicality Clear,
consistent, and coherent presentation; use of logical connectors.
CrenoBarenbHO, TAKUM 00pa3oM, BO-TIEPBBIX, BO-BTOPBIX, C OJIHOM
CTOPOHBI, ¢ JApyroii ctoponsl Objectivity  Impersonal
presentation; focus on legal facts and norms, not the author's
emotions. Be10 yeTaHOBICHO, YTO...; CllexyeT OTMETHTh,
gT0... ConcisenessDense information; avoidance of unnecessary
words. Nominalizations, short participle forms, precise
terminology The scientific style in law is realized in various genres,

including: Genre Examples Primary (research) Monographs,
law review articles, dissertations Secondary (derived) Abstracts,
reviews, annotations, legal opinions Educational Textbooks,

C3
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study guides, lectures, casebooks Reference Legal encyclopedias,
dictionaries, commentaries 2. Grammatical Aspect of the Scientific
Style in Law The grammatical aspect of the scientific style refers to
the specific morphological and syntactic features that characterize
legal scientific texts. These features serve the broader goals of
precision, abstraction, logicality, and objectivity. 2.1. Key
Grammatical Features at a Glance Grammatical Feature
Manifestation in Legal Scientific Style Morphology Predominance
of nouns over verbs; use of abstract legal nouns; specific tense-
aspect forms of verbs; passive and impersonal constructions;
specific use of pronouns Syntax ~ Complex sentences with
subordinate clauses (especially conditional and causal); participial
and adverbial phrases; direct word order; extensive use of logical
connectors 3. Grammatical Classes of Words (Parts of Speech) in
Legal Scientific Style 3.1. Nouns Nouns are the dominant part of
speech in legal scientific texts. Their features include: 3.1.1.
Abstract legal nouns Legal scientific style strongly prefers abstract
nouns over concrete ones. This reflects the focus on general legal
concepts rather than specific objects. Concrete noun (less common)
Abstract noun (more common) cyzps (judge) mpaBocy/iie

(justice) 3akoH (law — concrete document) mpaBo (law — abstract
system), 3akoHOAaTenbeTBO (legislation) mpectymauk (criminal)
npectynHocTh (criminality), BuHOBHOCTS (guilt) 3.1.2. Verbal
nouns (nominalization) Verbal nouns (nouns formed from verbs) are
extremely common. They allow actions and legal processes to be

treated as legal concepts. Verb Verbal Noun Example in
Legal Scientific Text perynupoBarts (to regulate)
perysnupoBanue (regulation) [TpaBoBoe perynupoBaHue

OOIIECTBEHHBIX OTHOLICHHH OCYLIECTBIACTCS HOPMaMU IpaBa.
Haka3beBaTh (to punish)  Hakazanme (punishment) Hakazaxue
SBIISICTCS] MEPOU TOCY JAPCTBEHHOTO NPUHYKICHUS. HApyIIaTh (to
violate) mHapymenue (violation)  Hapymierne 1oroBopHBIX
00513aTEIIbCTB BIICYET OTBETCTBEHHOCTh. KBaIH(UIUPOBATH (t0
qualify) xBamm¢wukamms (qualification) Kpamngpukanus
NPECTYIUICHHS — 3TO YCTaHOBJIEHHE COOTBETCTBHUS JESTHUS
npu3HakaMm cocrasa npectymienus. 3.1.3. Nouns in the Genitive
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case Chains of nouns in the Genitive case are typical of legal
scientific style. Example Translation ananus cucremsl
MCTOYHMKOB I'pakaaHcKoro rnpasa analysis of the system of
sources of civil law npumMeHeHre HOPM HHCTUTYTA

aJIMUHUCTPATUBHOW OTBETCTBEHHOCTH application of the
norms of the institution of administrative liability 3.1.4. Suffixes
typical of legal scientific nouns Suffix Meaning

Examples -enn(e), -anu(e)process, result  perymmupoBaHue,
HapyIIeHNe, Haka3aHue, HCCIEeIOBaHUE -0CTh, -HOCTh abstract
property OTBETCTBEHHOCTb, 3aKOHHOCTb, IPABOCIIOCOOHOCTD,
BHHOBHOCTD, JICHCTBUTEIHLHOCTD -ITH(5T) process, result
KBaTH(UKALYS, FOPUCAUKIINS, pAaTH()UKALUS, TICTUTUMALUS ~TeJb
agent, instrument 3aKOHOJATEIIb, UCTIOJHHUTEIb, HAPYIINTENb,
pabotomatens -cTB(0), -ecTB(0) state, condition mpaBocyue,
rOCyZapcTBO, 3aKOHOAATENbCTBO, HACIEACTBO -U3M  system,
doctrine ¢enepanusm, KOHCTUTYILIHOHAIN3M, ITPABOBOM
no3utiBu3M 3.2. Adjectives Adjectives in legal scientific style are
primarily relative (indicating a relation to something), not
qualitative (describing a quality that can have degrees). 3.2.1.
Relative vs. qualitative adjectives Relative adjective (typical)
Qualitative adjective (less common) mpaBoBoii (legal)
xopommii (good) yromoBHbIH (criminal) mioxoi (bad)
rpaxaaHckui (civil) crnpaseuuBbIH (just) — but used
carefully cyne0nsiii (judicial) a¢dexruBHsblii (effective) — can
be used evaluatively 3.2.2. Short form adjectives The short form is
used to express a permanent legal property or state, often in
definitions and legal conclusions. Full form Short form

Example neiicTBuTenbHBII neiicreurenieH  Jloroeop
JICUCTBUTEIICH, €CITH COOJI0/IeHa TUChbMEHHast opMma.
HEJENCTBATEILHBIN HenelicteurenaeH Cruenka
HeJleHiCTBUTENbHA BCIIEACTBHE €€ HUYTOKHOCTH. BUHOBHBIN
BuHOBeHI10/ICy TUMBIii IPU3HAH BUHOBHBIM B COBEPIICHUH
MPECTYILICHUS. HEOOXOIUMBbIH HEO00XO0IM Just
KBaTH()UKAIMHU IPECTYILUICHNS HEOOXOIMM YMBICEI. PUCYIIU

npucy JIUCo3UTHBHBINA METO/T IPUCYII IPAKAAHCKOMY MPaBy.

3.2.3. Suffixes typical of legal scientific adjectives Suffix
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Meaning Examples -H-, -OHH-, -€HH- relating to
MPaBOBOM, YTOJIOBHBIH, MPaXXJaHCKHH, IPOLECCYaIbHBIH,
3aKOHOJATEIbHBIN *-ck-* relating to (person, place) cyneOHbIH,
aJIBOKATCKUi, CyJelCKUii, MPOKYPOPCKUM -ueCK- relating to
(often from -uka) OpUANYECKUH, TEOPETUUECKHHN, TPAKTHUECKHH,
IUaNIeKTHYeCKuil -abH-  relating to, characterized by
KPUMUHAJIBHBIHA, ()OpMaTBHBIN, MaTepHATFHBIN, MOPAIBHBIN -aB- (-
WB-) having the quality of IpaBOOOPA3yIOMINiA,
npaBoHapymaromuii (participles used as adjectives) 3.2.4.
Comparative degree The comparative degree is used for logical
legal comparison, not emotional evaluation. Usage = Example
Comparison of legal concepts VYMBIIIJIEHHOE PECTYIIICHUE
ormacHee, 4eM HeocTopokHoe. Expression of dependence Yem
BBILIE CTETICHb OOIIIECTBEHHOM OMACHOCTH, TEM CTPOXKE HaKa3aHHUE.
3.3. Verbs Verbs in legal scientific style have specific tense, aspect,
and voice preferences. 3.3.1. Present tense (praesens scientificus)
The present tense is used to express general, timeless legal

statements, principles, and regularities. Usage Example
Definition IIpaBo npexacraBmseT codoit cucremy
obmmeobs3arensHEIX HOpM. Legal principle / rule Cyn BEIHOCUT

pemenue umeHeM Poccuiickoit denepaunu. Property Zlorosop
obmamaer 00s3aTeNFHON CHIION IS cTOpoH. Process description
Cyz nepBoil HHCTaHIIMU pacCMaTPUBAET JEJIO MO CYIECTBY. 3.3.2.
Future and past tense These tenses are less common but used for
specific purposes. Tense Usage Example Past  To report
specific research results or historical legal developments B
XO0JI€ UCCIIeIOBaHUS OBLIO YCTaHOBIICHO, 4TO... Future To
state predictions or the legal consequences of actions Hapymierue
YCJIOBUHM AOrOBOpa MOBJIEYET OTBETCTBEHHOCTh. 3.3.3. Aspect
(perfective vs. imperfective) Aspect Usage Example Imperfective
(process, repetition) To describe legal processes, methods,
repeated actions B cTaThe paccMaTpuBaroTCs poOIEMBI
npaBoBoro peryimpoBanus. Perfective (result, single action) To
state legal results, completed actions 3axoHOHATEID
YCTaHOBWJI HOBBIH MOPSIOK perucTpanny mpas. 3.3.4. Passive voice
and reflexive verbs (-cs1) The passive voice emphasizes the legal
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action or result, not the agent. Active voice (less common)

Passive voice (more common) 3aKOHOJATEb MPHUHSIT 3aKOH.

3akoH ObUT IPUHAT 3aKoHOaTeNneM. Cybsi BBIHOCHUT PUTOBOD.

[purosop BeiHOCHTCS cyabeit. Common passive/reflexive forms in
legal scientific style: Form Example Translation *-cst*
JoroBop 3akirodaeTcs B IUICBMEHHON (opme. The contract
is concluded in written form. O61TE + short passive participle
[IpaBoHapymeHre OBLIO COBEPIICHO C MPSIMBIM yMBICTIOM.  The
offense was committed with direct intent. 3.3.5. Impersonal
constructions Impersonal constructions avoid mentioning the agent
(the "I" or "we"). Construction Example Translation
MOXHO + verb ~ MOHO NPEANOoI0KHTb, UTO... One can
assume that... HeoOxoaumo + verb Heo0X0guMO OTMETUTE, YTO...
It is necessary to note that... cneayer + verb Crnenyer
paccmotpeth...  One should consider... ynanocs + verb

VY 1anock yCTaHOBUTS, UTO... It was possible to establish
that... npencraBnsetcs + adjective IlpencraBnsercs
000CHOBaHHBIM BBIBOJI O TOM, 4TO...It seems reasonable to conclude
that... 3.4. Pronouns Pronouns in legal scientific style have specific
usage patterns. Pronoun type Usage Example Personal (MbI
—we)  "We" is used to include the reader or to avoid "I"  Mu1
paccMoTpuM naHHEIH Bompoc... (Let us consider this question)
Demonstrative (3ToT, TOT, Takoit) To refer to previously
mentioned legal concepts DITOT NPUHIIMIT ABJISIETCS
ocHoBoroJararonM. Takast HOpMa 3aKpeIvieHa B cTaThe 1.
Definitive (cam, cambiif) To emphasize precision B camom
3akoHe... B camoii oomeit popme... Avoided: 1 (I)  To maintain

objectivity Instead of 51 cumuTaro..., use MOKHO yTBEpKIaTh...

or [Ipencrasmsgercs, 4ro... 3.5. Numerals Numerals are used
extensively for precise quantitative legal information. Usage
Example Article numbers B cootrBercTBHH CcO cTaTheit 158
YromnoBHOro Konekca... Dates and periods ~ ®enepanbHbIil 3aK0H
obu1 ipuHAT B 2023 Toay. Limitation periodsCpok uckoBoit
JTABHOCTH COCTaBIIACT TpH rojga. Amounts (fines, damages)

[tpad cocrasmsier 100 000 py6neit. Thresholds  KpymabiM
pa3MepoM NpU3HAETCsl CTOMMOCTh UMYIIECTBa, NpeBblmatomas 250

87




Homep
pas3nena

HaunmeHoBaHme pa3jena
JUCHMIIIUHBI

HanMeHnoBaHnue TeMbI

Coaep:xanue TeMbl

Bun
y4yeOHoi
padoThI*

000 py0meii. 3.6. Prepositions and Conjunctions Prepositions and
conjunctions serve to express logical legal relationships. 3.6.1.
Prepositions for cause, purpose, condition, and legal basis

Preposition MeaningExample B cBsi3u ¢ due
to, in connection with B cBs13u ¢ u3aMeHeHNEM
3aKOHOIATENBCTBA... B COOTBETCTBHH C in accordance with

B cootBercTBuH co craTtheii 45 KoHcTHTyIHN... HA OCHOBaHHUA
on the basis of Ha ocHoBaHMM TpeCTaBICHHBIX
JIOKa3aTeNnbCeTB... B Ieisix  for the purpose of B memsix

3aLUTHI IPaB FPaXJaH... IPU YCIOBHU under the condition
[Ipu ycinoBum coOutoeHust MUICbEMEHHON (OPMBL... BCIEICTBHE
as a consequence of Bcenencreue HapylieHus 10roBopa...

3.6.2. Conjunctions for legal logical relations Type Conjunctions
Example Cause moromy 4ToO, TaK Kak, MOCKOJIbKY Jlorosop
NpH3HAH HEACHCTBUTENBHBIM, IIOCKOJIBKY OH 3aKJIFOUCH C
HapyleHneM 3akoHa. Consequence I03TOMY, CIIeJOBaTeIbHO,
TakuM obpa3zoM  DakT mpecTyIUIeHUs J0Ka3aH, CIeI0BaTeIbHO,
noacyauMelii BuHoBeH. Condition ecnu, pu ycnmoBur uto  Ecmm
ClIeNIKa COBEpIIeHa B MIMCEMEHHOM (opMe, OHa CUMTASTCS
3aKmodeHHOM. Concession XOTs, HECMOTPS HA TO YTO XOTS 3aKOH
JIOIYCKaeT YCTHYIO ()OpMY, CTOPOHBI IPEIIOWIN THCHbMEHHYIO.
Comparison Kak...TaK U, YeM...TEM Uewm BblIIIIE CTENIEHD
BUHBI, TEM CTpoke Haka3aHue. 4. Practical Exercises for Students
(RFL B2-C1, Law) Exercise 1. Identify Grammatical Features Read

the following legal scientific text excerpt and identify: 1. Three
abstract nouns 2. One verbal noun (nominalization) 3. One
passive construction 4. One impersonal construction "Ilpu

M3YYCHUH PABOBOTO PEryIHPOBAHHUS JOTOBOPHBIX OTHOIIECHHUIH
HEOOXOUMO YUHUTHIBATH MHOKECTBO (hakTopoB. JJoroBop
orpeiessieTCsl KaK COTJalieH e AByX Hiin OoJiee Jiui| 00
YCTAHOBIICHUH, U3MCHEHHUU WM NPEKPAICHUN IPaKJAHCKUX TIPaB
1 o0s13aHHOCTEH. OH MOXET OBITh 3aKIIFOYCH KaK B YCTHOM, TaK U B
nrchbMeHHOH (opme. BbIo yecTaHOBIIEHO, YTO COOIIOACHHE
MUCEMEHHON (OPMEI SIBJIIETCS 003aTENbHBIM ISl IOTOBOPOB Ha
cymmy cBbie 10 000 pyoueit." Exercise 2. Transform into
Scientific Legal Style Rewrite the following sentences in scientific
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legal style, replacing colloquial elements with appropriate
grammatical forms. 1. «MBI U3y4nim cyieOHyI0 IPaKTUKy U
YBHCIH, YTO CyJIbl Y4CTO NPHHUMAIOT pa3HbIe pereHus». 2. <«
CUHUTAIO, YTO ATOT 3aKOH HY)KHO CPOYHO MEHSTH, IIOTOMY 4TO OH HE
paboraer». 3. «B crartbe MBI pa3zdepeM npobIeMbl, KOTOPbIE
BO3HHKAIOT IIPH 3aKJIIOUYSHUH JOTOBOPA Yepe3 HHTEPHET». 4.

«Ecan nocMoTpeTh Ha CyieOHYIO IPAKTHKY, TO MOXHO 3aMETHTh,
YTO CyZBI II0-pa3HOMY TOJIKYIOT 3Ty HopMmy». Exercise 3. Choose
the Correct Form Fill in the blank with the appropriate form. 1.

JoroBop (3akiTrogaeT / 3aKIF09aeTCs) B MUCBbMEHHOH opme.
2. B cratse (paccmarpuBaeTcsi / paccMaTpUBAIOT)
npo6JiemMa IpaBOBOrO HUTHIIM3MA. 3. (Cnenyer /
Hy»HO0) OTMETHTB, YTO JaHHOE PEIICHUE HE SIBISIETCS
OKOHYATEJIbHBIM. 4. Ioncynumsrii (npuzHaHn /
npu3HaT) BUHOBHEIM. Exercise 4. Write a Legal Scientific Paragraph
Write a short paragraph (5-7 sentences) on a legal topic from your
field. Use: « At least 3 abstract legal nouns * At least 2
verbal nouns (nominalizations) * At least 1 passive construction *
At least 1 impersonal construction ® At least 1 logical
connector (cJIeI0BaTeNFHO, TAKIM 00pa3oM, MO3TOMYy) Summary
Table: Grammatical Classes of Words in Legal Scientific Style Part
of speechKey features Typical forms / examples Nouns
Abstract, verbal nouns (nominalizations), Genitive case chains
peryjampoBaHue, OTBETCTBEHHOCTD, aHAJIN3 CUCTEMbI HCTOYHHUKOB
npaBa Adjectives Relative (not qualitative), short forms,
comparative degree NIPaBOBO, JIeHICTBUTEIIEH, OllacHee
Verbs  Present tense (praesens scientificus), passive voice,
impersonal constructions, imperfective aspect MIPEACTABISCT
€000, OBIIO YCTAaHOBJICHO, MOXKHO MPENIOJIOKUTE Pronouns Ml
(inclusive), demonstratives; avoidance of 1 MBI paccMOTpPHM, 3TOT
npuHIun Numerals Precise quantitative legal data

cratbs 158, 3 roma, 100 000 py6ueii Prepositions  Cause,
purpose, condition, legal basis B CBSI3H C, B COOTBETCTBHUH C, HA
OCHOBaHMH, B IIeJIsIX, pu ycinoBuu Conjunctions Cause,
consequence, condition, concession, comparison MMOTOMY YTO,
CJIeIoBaTeNIbHO, eCid, X0T, 9eM...TeM Conclusion The grammatical
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aspect of the scientific style of speech in law is characterized by
specific patterns in the use of all grammatical classes of words. The
dominant features include: 1. Nominalization — the preference
for nouns (especially abstract and verbal nouns) over verbs 2.

Impersonality and objectivity — achieved through passive voice,
reflexive verbs, and impersonal constructions 3. Generality —
expressed through the present tense (praesens scientificus) and
abstract nouns 4. Precision and logicality — achieved through
specific conjunctions, prepositions, and comparative structures 5.
Legal specificity — reflected in the use of legal terminology,
references to articles, and precise quantitative data Mastering these
grammatical features is essential for law students studying Russian
as a foreign language who need to read, understand, and produce
legal scientific texts in their field. The ability to recognize and use
these patterns distinguishes fluent, natural legal scientific Russian
from everyday conversational language or even the official-legal
language of statutes and codes.

2.7

Topic 7. Work on the word as a unit of
vocabulary. Ways of semantizing vocabulary.

In teaching Russian as a foreign language to law students,
vocabulary acquisition is a cornerstone of professional language
competence. Legal terminology is not merely a set of specialized
words; it is a system of concepts that reflects national legal
traditions, the historical development of society, and its legal
principles and ideology . This material examines the specifics of
working with legal vocabulary as a unit of learning and explores the
various methods (ways) of semantizing legal terms for foreign
students. 1. The Word as a Unit of Vocabulary in Legal Discourse
1.1. The Word: Definition and Functions in Legal Context The word
is the basic unit of language that names objects, phenomena,
properties, processes, and relations. In legal discourse, working with
a word involves mastering several interconnected aspects: Aspect
Description Example (Legal term) Phonetic form
Pronunciation and stress xomATaiicTBo (not xXOmaTaiicTBo),
ocyxaErnEI (not ocYxknennsrit) Orthographic form Spelling
OTIepaTHBHO-PO3BICKHAS VS. OTIEPATUBHO-Pa3bICKHAs (controversial)
Grammatical form Declension, conjugation, agreement
coTJIacHo noroBopy (not goroopa) Lexical meaning Semantic

C3
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content Mck — a procedural document containing a claim
Compeatibility Which words it can combine with npenpsBuTh
UCK, TI0/1aTh UCK, yJIOBIETBOPUTH UCK Derivational potential What
other words can be formed ucten, nckoBoii, nCkoBast JaBHOCTH 1.2.
The Specificity of Legal Terms A legal term is a word or phrase that
denotes a specific legal concept. Legal terms have unique
characteristics that distinguish them from general vocabulary :
Property Description Example Systematicity — Legal terms
are organized into hierarchical systems (conceptual networks)
IIpaBo — Otpacne npaBa — MHCTHTYT ipaBa — HopmMma mpasa
Connection to national legal system Legal terms reflect specific
national legal traditions and may lack direct equivalents in other
languages MUpOBOH cyabst (justice of the peace),
MpUCSOKHBIC 3aceaarenu (jurors) Precision (unambiguity)

Within the legal field, a term should ideally have one clear meaning
Cocras npectyruienus — a clearly defined legal concept Formality
Legal terms are used in official, procedural, and scholarly contexts
MOJCYIMMBIH, IOTepIeBIINH, 00BHHsAeMBIH Derivational capacity
Legal terms can generate new words CYA — Cynbsi,
CyneOHBIN, CyANMOCTH, cymonpon3BoacTBo 1.3. Stages of Work on
Legal Vocabulary In RFL methodology for law students, work on a
legal term typically follows a sequence: Stage Activity
Example 1. Presentation Introducing the term in context (legal
text, case, situation) Presenting the term rckoBast TaBHOCTb in
a civil law context 2. Semantization Explaining the meaning of the
term Defining the concept of limitation period 3. Primary
reinforcement Exercises for recognition and understanding
Matching terms with definitions 4. Training Exercises for active use
in professional speech Using terms in sample legal documents
or case analyses 5. Activation Using the term in free legal
speech and writing Drafting a legal memo using the term 2.
Semantization: Definition and Goals Semantization is the process of
explaining or revealing the meaning of a linguistic unit (word,
phrase, term). The goal of semantization is to create a clear,
accurate, and memorable connection between the form of a legal
term (its sound and spelling) and its content (its legal meaning). In
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teaching RFL to law students, effective semantization is crucial
because: ¢ Legal terms often have no direct equivalents in
the student's native legal system * Legal concepts can be abstract
and complex +  The same term may have different meanings in
different branches of law « False friends (words that sound similar
but have different meanings) are common in legal terminology
across languages 3. Ways of Semantizing Legal Vocabulary There
are two main groups of semantization methods: non-translation
(monolingual) methods and translation-based methods. The choice
depends on the level of students, the type of legal term, and the
learning goals. 3.1. Non-Translation (Monolingual) Methods These
methods explain meaning without resorting to the student's native
language. They are preferred for developing direct associations
between the Russian legal term and its meaning. 3.1.1. Visualization
of Legal Concepts Legal concepts can be visualized through
diagrams, flowcharts, and schemes that illustrate legal relationships.
Concept Visualization Mepapxust HopmaTuBHbIX akToB (Hierarchy
of legal acts) Pyramid diagram showing Constitution at the top,
then federal laws, then by-laws Cucrema cynoB P® (Russian court
system) Chart showing courts of general jurisdiction, arbitration
courts, constitutional court CocraB npectymurenus (Elements of a
crime) Four-part diagram: object, objective side, subject,
subjective side 3.1.2. Contextual Guess (Inference from Context)
Placing a legal term in a clear, understandable sentence or short
legal text so that its meaning becomes evident. Example for
cyOcuanapHas OTBETCTBEHHOCTH (subsidiary liability): "Ecnn
OCHOBHOM JIOJDKHUK HE MOXKET IOIaCUTh JOJIT, KPEAUTOP BIIpaBe
TpeboBaTh €ro ¢ NopyuuTeNs. DTO Ha3bIBaeTCs cyOcuapHas
otBercTBeHHOCTR." The phrase "Tpe6oBaTh ero ¢ mopyuurens"
(demand payment from the guarantor) explains the meaning.
Example for anemmsanus (appeal): "Pemenne cyna nepBoit
WHCTAHIIMY HE YCTPOMIIO OTBETYHKA, ¥ OH ITOJIAJI alleIUISLHIO B
BBIIIECTOSIIUH CyI C MPOCKO0it mepecMmoTpeth aexno." 3.1.3.
Definition (Conceptual Semantization) Providing a scientific or
dictionary definition. A good definition should state the class
(broader legal category) and the distinguishing features. Term Class
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Distinguishing Features Definition Mck (claim)
HpoLeccyaIbHbIH TOKYMEHT COJICPKUT TpeOOBaHME HCTIA K
OTBETYHUKY Hck — 310 o0palueHne ucTua B cyJ ¢
TpeboBaHMEM O 3alllMTe HapyIIEHHOTO Mpasa. JJoroBop (contract)
COIJIallICHUE JIBYX min OoJiee Jiuil, 00 yCTaHOBJICHUH NPaB U
oOs3anHOCTE  JIOrOBOpP — 3TO COTJIAIIEHHE OBYX HWIIH Oojee
nur 00 YCTaHOBJICHWH, N3MEHCHHUH U TIPEKPAICHUN
TpaXxIaHCKUX IpaB U obs3anHOCTel. [IpecTymuienue (crime)
nestHre OOIIeCTBEHHO OMAacHOE, BHHOBHOE, 3amperieHHoe YK
[Ipecrymienne — 3TO BUHOBHO COBEPIIEHHOE OOIIECTBEHHO
OMacHOE JIesIHUE, 3alIPEIIEHHOE Y TOJIOBHBIM KOACKCOM IO yTPO30i
Hakazanus. 3.1.4. Synonymy and Antonymy Using words with
similar or opposite meanings that the student already knows.
Synonymy: Term Synonym Explanation Ucren

3asBUTETb Hcren — 3T0 11110, KOTOPOE IMOIAST UCK B CY,
TO €CTbh 3assBUTENb. OTBETUHK TpUBJIEKaeMasi CTOpOHa
OTBETYHK — 3TO JIUIO0, K KOTOPOMY TIpEeIbsIBICH HCK. Antonymy:
Pair Explanation Mcrermr — OtBerunk Mcrer — ToT, KTO
MTOJIAeT WCK, & OTBETYHK — TOT, K KOMY HCK IIPEIIbSIBIICH.
Oo6Bunenne — 3ammura  OOBHHEHHE yTBEP)KIaeT BAHOBHOCTh
MOZCYIUMOTO, a 3allluTa ee OlPOBepraeT. 3aKOHHbBIH —
Hezakonublit 3aKOHHBIN 03HAYAET COOTBETCTBYIOIIMI 3aKOHY,
a He3aKOHHBIN — Hapymaromui 3akoH. 3.1.5. Word-Formation
(Morphemic) Analysis Breaking a legal term down into its parts
(root, prefix, suffix) can reveal its meaning. Term  Root

Prefix / Suffix ~ Meaning of parts Full meaning
IIpaBocmoco6HOCTE mpas- (law/right) *-o-* (interfix), -
cnoco0- (ability), *-H-* (adj. suffix), -ocTs (abstract noun)

ability to have rights legal capacity [IpaBoHapymeHne mpas-
(law), *-0-* (interfix), *-pym-* (break) -ern(e) (process/result)
breaking the law offense, violation of law [Toxcymmmerii cyn-
(court) moa- (under), *-um-* (participle suffix), *-p1it* (ending)
one who is under the court defendant, accused
CowucrnonHuteap HCnoiH- (perform) *co-* (together), *-u-*
(verb suffix), -Tens (person) one who performs together with
others  co-perpetrator (in a crime) 3.1.6. Enumeration (Listing
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Members of a Category) Listing members of a legal category helps
students understand the scope of a concept. Category Members
Explanation Byl opuIn4eCcKOit OTBETCTBEHHOCTH yrOJNOBHAs,
aIMUHHUCTPATHBHAS, TPAKAAHCKO-TIPABOBAsI, TUCLIUIUIHHAPHAS
VronoBHasi, aAIMUHUCTPATHBHAS, TPAXKIAHCKO-TIPABOBAs U
JHCIUIUIMHAPHAS — 3TO BUIBI FOPHANISCKOH OTBETCTBEHHOCTH.
CyOBeKTHI TPAKAAHCKOTO TIpaBa  (pU3WYECKHE JIHIIA,
opuanieckne nmmna, PO, cyopextsl PO, MmyHHIIHTIANEHBIE
o0pa3zoBaHUs K cy0BexTaM TpaskJaHCKOTO IpaBa OTHOCSTCS
rpakIane, OpraHu3aliy, TOCy J1apCTBO M MyHHUIIUITAIbHbIE
obpazoBanms. 3.2. Translation-Based Methods These methods use
the student's native language (or an intermediary language like
English) to convey meaning. They are particularly useful for terms
that have direct equivalents in the student's legal system. Method
Description Advantages Disadvantages Direct
Translation (Equivalent) Providing a single-word equivalent in
the student's language Fast, efficient for terms with direct
equivalents May not capture nuances; assumes equivalence
across legal systems Translation with Explanation =~ Providing a
translation plus additional commentary about the legal concept
More precise; explains cultural or conceptual differences Takes
more time Comparative (Two-Language) Context ~ Presenting the
term in parallel legal texts (Russian and native language)

Shows usage in authentic legal context Requires well-prepared

materials Important Note: Legal terms are closely connected to
specific national legal systems . Direct translation may be
misleading because legal concepts often do not correspond perfectly
across different legal systems. For example: Russian term

Direct English translation Actual meaning IIpokyparypa
Prosecutor's office A unique Russian institution that both
prosecutes and supervises Cyn npucsokHbix Jury trial The
Russian model differs from the Anglo-American model in
significant ways 4. Specific Methods for Semantizing Legal
Terminology Legal vocabulary presents unique challenges: abstract
concepts, complex relationships between terms, and the need to
understand terms within the context of a specific legal system . The
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following methods are particularly effective for legal terms. 4.1.
Explanation through Legal System Context Legal terms must often
be explained within the context of the Russian legal system. This is
particularly important for terms that have no direct equivalents in
other legal systems. Example: [Ipokyparypa "[Ipokyparypa — 3to
CHCTEMa OPTraHoB, KOTOPBIE OT IMEHHU I'OCYJapPCTBA OCYIIECTBISIOT
HaJ30p 3a COOI0ICHUEM 3aKOHOB, TTOIICP)KUBalOT OOBHHEHUE B
cyne u BeimmonHsAI0T apyrue ysaknun." This explanation goes
beyond a simple translation ("prosecutor's office") to explain the
broader role of this institution in the Russian legal system. 4.2.
Explanation through Branches of Law Many legal terms are best
understood by situating them within a specific branch of law.
Branch of Law  Key Terms I'paxxaanckoe mpago (Civil law)
JIOTOBOD, ClIeJIKa, UCKOBasl JaBHOCTb, 00513aTEJILCTBO, IIPABO
cobcTBeHHOCTH YTO0n0BHOE npaBo (Criminal law)

npecTyIjieHue, Haka3aHue, BUHA, YMBICEI, HEOCTOPOKHOCTh
AnmMunucTpaTtuBHOe mpaBo (Administrative law)
aIMHHHUCTPATHBHOE MPaBOHApyLICHHE, ITpad, JTUIICHAE paB
Koncturynnonnoe npaso (Constitutional law) mpaBa u
cBOOOITBL, (heZepaTHBHOE YCTPOICTBO, pa3esicHIe BIacTel 4.3.
Explanation through Semantic Production Legal concepts are often
formed through semantic processes such as generalization,
narrowing of meaning, metonymic or metaphorical transfer .
Understanding these processes can help students grasp the meaning
of legal terms. Process Example Explanation Semantic
generalization muno (person)  In law, nuio refers not only to a
human being (physical person) but also to organizations (legal
persons) Narrowing of meaning  mgorosop (contract) In
general language, norosop means any agreement; in law, it has
specific requirements (form, parties, subject matter) Metonymic
transfer Kpemus Used to refer to the Russian presidential
administration Metaphorical transfer UCTOYHUK IpaBa
(source of law)  The term "source" is a metaphor; law does not
literally "flow" from a source, but the metaphor helps conceptualize
the origin of legal norms 4.4. Work with Polysemy (Multiple
Meanings) Many legal terms have different meanings in different
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branches of law or contexts . Students must learn to distinguish

these meanings. Term Meaning in Civil Law ~ Meaning in
Criminal Law OtBerctBenHocTs  Obligation to compensate for
harm (civil liability) Punishment for a crime (criminal

liability) [deiicTBue An act that creates legal consequences

An act that may constitute a crime (action vs. omission) CpokA
period of time established by law (e.g., limitation period) A
period of punishment (e.g., term of imprisonment) 4.5. Explanation
of Term Compatibility (Collocations) Legal terms do not exist in
isolation; they are used in specific combinations. Teaching
collocations is essential for active use. Term Common collocations
Translation Vick npenbsBUTh UCK, TIO/1aTh UCK, yJIOBJIETBOPHUTH
HCK, OTKJIOHUTb UCK to file a claim, to file a claim, to grant a
claim, to dismiss a claim J[oroBop 3aKJIHOYUTH JOTOBOP,
pPaCcTOpruyTh JO0roBOpP, UCTIOJTHUTH AOTOBOP, HAPYHIUTHL JOT'OBOP

to conclude a contract, to terminate a contract, to perform a
contract, to breach a contract Hakazanue Ha3HAYUTh HaKa3aHUe,
OTOBITh HAKA3aHUE, CMATYUTH Haka3aHHe  to impose a
punishment, to serve a punishment, to mitigate a punishment 5.
Practical Exercises for Students (RFL B2-C1, Law) Exercise 1.
Match the Term with Its Definition Match the legal term on the left
with its correct definition on the right. Term Definition 1. MckoBas
JmaBHOCTH A) CIIOCOOHOCTB JIUI[A CBOUMHE JICHCTBHSIMU IIPHOOPETATH
U OCYIIEeCTBIATH Ipasa 2. Jleeciocobnocts B) Ilepuon mns
3alIMTHI IPaBa 110 UCKY JIUIA, TIPAaBO KOTOPOTo HapyIIEeHO 3.
JHorosop C) O6parienue B Cy1 ¢ TpeOOBaHHUEM O 3aIUTE
HapylieHHoTo npasa 4. Mck D) Cornamenne aByx win
Oonee U1 00 yCTAHOBJICHHUH TIPaB U 00si3aHHOCTEH Answers: 1-B,
2-A, 3-D, 4-C Exercise 2. Guess the Meaning from Context Read
the sentences and write the meaning of the italicized legal term. 1.
Cyn BbIHEC OTIpaBJaTeIbHBIN IPUTOBOP, TAK KaK HE HaIlIe
JIOKa3aTeIbCTB BUHBI IOJCYUMOTO. 2. [MockonbKy 1oroBop
OB 3aKJII0UCH B yCTHOH (hopMe, CyJ] PU3HAT €r0 HUYTOXKHBIM. 3.
Hcren monan aneusiuoOHHYTO kKajJ00y B BBIIIECTOSIIHNA CY.
Exercise 3. Word-Formation Analysis Break down the following
legal terms into their parts (root, prefix, suffix). Explain how the
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parts contribute to the meaning. 1. IIpaBompeemcTBo 2.
Heneecnocobnocts 3. IIpaBonapymurens 4.
CynonpousBozctBo Exercise 4. Create Definitions Write a

definition for each legal term using the formula: Term = Class +

Distinguishing features 1. Amemmsmus 2. 3aor 3.
IopyuntensctBo Exercise 5. Translate and Semantize Choose 5

legal terms from a Russian legal text. For each term, semantize it

using at least two different methods (e.g., definition + contextual
guess; synonymy + word-formation analysis). Summary Table:

Ways of Semantizing Legal Vocabulary Method Best for

Example Visualization  Legal hierarchies, systems, procedures

Pyramid of normative acts, court system chart Definition
Abstract concepts, scientific legal terms  IIpectyruienne — 310

BUHOBHO COBEpIIIEHHOE 001IeCTBEHHO onacHoe nesiue. Contextual

guess  Any term in a clear legal context ITockonbky OcHOBHOI

JOJDKHHK He TUIATHT, KPSAUTOP TpeOyeT ¢ MOPYIHUTEIIs — 3TO

cyOcunuapHas oTBeTcTBeHHOCTh. Word-formation ~ Terms with

transparent morphology  IIpaBocmocoOHOCTE «— mpaBo +

cnocobHOCTh Synonymy  Terms with known synonyms

Hcren — 30 3asBHUTENE Antonymy Terms with clear
opposites3akoHHbBIH VS, He3akoHHBIH Enumeration ~ Terms that are
members of a legal category Buapl ropuandeckoit
OTBCTCTBCHHOCTHU: YIOJIOBHAA, aIMUHUCTPATUBHAA, I'PAKIAHCKO-
npaBoBas. Legal system explanation Terms specific to the
Russian legal system [Tpokypartypa — 3TO cucTeMa OpPraHoB,
OCYIIECTBIISIIOMNX HAI30p... Translation Terms with direct
equivalents in the student's legal system JoroBop = contract

Conclusion Work on legal vocabulary is a systematic process that
involves multiple stages: presentation, semantization,
reinforcement, training, and activation. The choice of semantization
method depends on the level of students, the type of legal term, and
the learning goals. For legal vocabulary, the most effective methods
are often a combination of: ¢ Definition (to provide
precision) * Contextual guess (to show usage in authentic
legal contexts) « Word-formation analysis (to reveal the internal
logic of Russian legal terminology) * Legal system
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explanation (to explain concepts specific to the Russian legal
system) As noted in the research, legal terminology reflects national
legal traditions, the historical development of society, and its legal
principles and ideology . The complexity of professional interaction
in the legal field is due to differences in the logic of codified law
and ordinary moral and legal beliefs . By mastering these methods,
students can move beyond simple translation to develop a deep,
conceptual understanding of legal terms in Russian, enabling them
to read, discuss, and produce professional legal discourse.

Paznen 3

Module 3: Functional and
semantic speech types in law

3.1

Topic 3.1. The type of text to be produced.
Characteristic features of narrative, descriptive
and reasoning text types.

In legal professional and scientific communication, the ability to
produce different types of texts is essential. Legal writing is not
monolithic; it varies depending on the communicative goal, the
audience, and the legal context. Understanding the characteristic
features of narrative, descriptive, and reasoning (argumentative) text
types is crucial for law students and legal professionals who need to
write clear, effective, and persuasive legal documents. This material
outlines the three main text types in legal discourse, their
characteristic features, and their specific applications in legal
writing. 1. General Overview of Text Types in Law Text Type
Primary Goal =~ Key Question  Typical Legal Genres Narrative
To tell what happened; to recount events in temporal sequence
What happened? Case summaries, witness statements, factual
sections of judgments, investigative reports Descriptive To
describe what something is; to present features, properties, or
components What is it? What are its parts? Definitions,
statutory provisions, contract clauses, descriptions of legal
institutions Reasoning (Argumentative) To persuade; to prove a
point through logical argumentation Why is this true? Why should
the court rule this way?  Legal memos, appellate briefs, judicial
opinions, scholarly articles 2. Narrative Text in Law 2.1. Definition
and Purpose A narrative text recounts a sequence of events in
temporal order. In legal contexts, narratives are used to present the
facts of the case — what happened, when, where, how, and to whom.
The purpose is to provide a clear, coherent, and persuasive account
of the factual background of a legal dispute. 2.2. Characteristic
Features of Legal Narrative Feature Description Example
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Temporal sequence Events are presented in the order they
occurred (chronologically) On January 10, the parties signed a
contract. On February 15, the seller delivered the goods. On March
1, the buyer discovered a defect. Use of past tense ~ Events have
already occurred; narrative uses past tense verbs The defendant
entered the store, took the item, and left without paying. Action
verbs  Dynamic verbs that describe actions and events

signed, delivered, discovered, entered, took, left Temporal markers
Words and phrases that indicate time sequence first, then,
after that, subsequently, later, on [date], at [time] Specific details
Concrete facts: dates, times, places, names, quantities On
March 15, 2024, at approximately 2:30 PM, at the store located at
10 Tverskaya Street... Focus on facts, not law Narratives
present factual events, not legal arguments The driver ran a red
light (fact) vs. The driver was negligent (legal conclusion) 2.3.
Example of a Legal Narrative "On April 1, 2024, the Plaintiff, Ivan
Ivanov, and the Defendant, Petrov Ltd., entered into a written
contract for the supply of 100 units of equipment. The contract
stipulated that the goods were to be delivered by June 1, 2024. On
May 25, 2024, the Defendant informed the Plaintiff that delivery
would be delayed due to production issues. On June 15, 2024,
having received no goods, the Plaintiff sent a written demand for
performance. The Defendant did not respond. On July 1, 2024, the
Plaintiff filed the present claim for breach of contract." 2.4.
Common Legal Genres Using Narrative Genre Purpose Case
summary To present the factual background of a judicial decision
Witness statement To recount what a witness saw, heard, or knows
Factual section of a judgment To state the facts as found by
the court Statement of claim To narrate the facts giving rise
to the claim Investigative report ~ To recount the sequence of
events in an investigation 2.5. Speech Clichés for Legal Narrative
Russian Clich¢ ~ English Equivalent [/laTa] cTopoHs! 3aKxiouniu
JIOTOBOD... On [date], the parties entered into a contract...
CoracHo ycnosusiM goroBopa...  According to the terms of the
contract... B yka3aHHbI{ CPOK OTBETUHUK HE BHITIOJHUIT
obs3arenscTBo...  Within the specified period, the defendant did not
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perform the obligation... BnocnexcrBuun ucren ooparuics B CyI...
Subsequently, the plaintiff filed a claim with the court... Kak
CJIe/TyeT U3 MaTepuasoB Jiena... As follows from the case file...
3. Descriptive Text in Law 3.1. Definition and Purpose A
descriptive text presents the features, properties, components, or
characteristics of a legal object, concept, or institution. Unlike
narrative (which tells what happened), description tells what
something is. The purpose is to provide a clear, systematic, and
precise account of a legal phenomenon. 3.2. Characteristic Features

of Legal Description Feature Description Example
Static (non-temporal) Description does not unfold in time; it
presents simultaneous features A contract has the following

elements: offer, acceptance, consideration, and intention to create
legal relations. Use of present tense Description uses present tense
to state timeless characteristics The Supreme Court is the
highest judicial body. Relational verbs Verbs that express
being, having, or relating is, are, consists of, includes, has,
possesses, refers to Lists and enumerations Features are often
presented in lists The main elements of a crime are: (1) object, (2)
objective side, (3) subject, (4) subjective side. Definitions
Description often begins with a definition A legal norm is a
generally binding rule of conduct... Categorization = Description
places the object within a broader class Administrative liability
is a type of legal liability. 3.3. Example of a Legal Description "A
legal entity is an organization that owns separate property and is
responsible for its obligations with that property. Legal entities can,
in their own name, acquire and exercise civil rights and bear civil
obligations, and be a plaintiff and defendant in court. Legal entities
are divided into commercial and non-commercial organizations.
Commercial organizations pursue profit-making as the main goal of
their activity, while non-commercial organizations do not have
profit-making as their primary goal." 3.4. Common Legal Genres
Using Description Genre Purpose Definition To define a
legal term or concept Statutory provision  To describe the
elements of a crime, contract, etc. Contract clause  To describe
the rights and obligations of the parties Commentary To explain the
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content of a legal norm or institution Textbook section To
describe a legal concept or institution 3.5. Speech Clichés for Legal
Description Russian Cliché English Equivalent ...
Hpe/CTaBIsieT cO0OH ... ... represents ... ... COCTOMT U3 ...
consists of ... K OCHOBHBIM IIpH3HAKAM ... OTHOCSTCH ... The
main features of ... are ... ... nenmures Ha ... ... 1s divided into ... ...
o0azaeT CleAyIOMHUMH CBOHCTBAMY ... ... has the following
properties ... B ropunndeckoit mureparype BBIACISIOT ... In

legal literature, scholars distinguish.... 4. Reasoning
(Argumentative) Text in Law 4.1. Definition and Purpose A
reasoning text (also called argumentative or persuasive text)
presents logical arguments to prove a thesis, support a legal
position, or persuade the reader (typically a court or a legal scholar)
of the correctness of a conclusion. The purpose is to persuade
through logic, evidence, and legal authority. 4.2. Characteristic
Features of Legal Reasoning Feature Description

Example Thesis statement The text begins with or clearly states the
position to be proved The defendant should be acquitted
because the prosecution has failed to prove intent. Logical structure
Arguments are organized logically: thesis — arguments —
evidence — conclusion  First... Second... Third... Therefore. ...Use
of legal authority Arguments are supported by citations to statutes,
precedents, and scholarly opinions According to Article 158 of the
Criminal Code... As held by the Supreme Court in case No. 1234...
Causal and conditional links Use of logical connectors to
show relationships because, therefore, consequently,
if.. then, however, nevertheless Present tense (for legal principles)
Legal rules are stated in the present tense  The statute of
limitations is three years. Deontic modality Expressions of
obligation, permission, prohibition must, shall, may, must not, may
not Hedging (cautious language)  Qualifying statements to avoid
overstatement It appears that... The evidence suggests that. .. It is
likely that... 4.3. The Structure of Legal Reasoning Legal reasoning
typically follows a standard pattern, often called the IRAC (Issue,
Rule, Application, Conclusion) model in common law systems, or a
similar logical structure in civil law systems. Step ~ Operation
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Key Questions  Key Clichés 1. Issue State the legal question
to be resolved ~ What is the legal issue? Bompoc 3akirouaercst B
ToM, ... 2. Rule  State the applicable legal norm  What does the
law say? B cootBercTBHHE cO cTaTheil 3. Application

Apply the rule to the facts How does the law apply to these facts?
B nanHoM cityyae... [IpuMeHHTENEHO K 00CTOSATENBCTBAM Jena. .. 4.
Conclusion State the legal conclusion What result follows?
Taxum o6pasom, ... CiiegoBaTensHo, ... 4.4. Example of Legal
Reasoning "The legal issue is whether the defendant is liable for
breach of contract. According to Article 309 of the Civil Code of the
Russian Federation, obligations must be performed properly in
accordance with the terms of the obligation and the requirements of
the law. In this case, the contract required delivery by June 1, 2024.
The defendant delivered the goods on June 15, 2024, which is 14
days after the deadline. Therefore, the defendant has failed to
perform properly and is liable for breach of contract." 4.5. Common
Legal Genres Using Reasoning Genre Purpose Legal memo
To analyze a legal issue and recommend a course of action
Appellate brief  To persuade an appellate court to reverse or
affirm a lower court decision Judicial opinion To explain the
court's reasoning for its decision Scholarly article To argue a
theoretical legal position Legal opinion To advise a client on
the legal merits of a position 4.6. Speech Clichés for Legal
Reasoning Function Russian Clich¢  English Equivalent
Stating the issue Bomnpoc 3axitouaercs B TOM,........... The issue is
whether ... Stating the rule B cooTBeTcTBUE CO CTATHEH ...
According to Article ... Applying the rule B nannowm ciyuae...
IIpumMeHuTeIHHO K 00CTOSATENBCTBAM Jieia... In this case.... With
respect to the facts... Drawing a conclusion Taxwum oOpa3zom...
CrnenoBarenbHo... Thus... Consequently... Citing authority Kax
ykazan Bepxosasrit Cya... As the Supreme Court held ...Making an
argument Bo-niepBbix... Bo-Bropsix... Kpome Toro... First...
Second... Furthermore... Counter-arguing  Onnako ... Bmecre ¢
teM...  However... Nevertheless ... 5. Mixed Text Types in Legal
Writing In practice, legal texts often combine two or more text
types. A judicial opinion, for example, typically includes: Section
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Text Type Purpose Factual background Narrative
To recount what happened Legal framework Descriptive
To describe the applicable law Analysis =~ Reasoning To
apply the law to the facts Conclusion Reasoning To

state the legal conclusion Example of a mixed text (judicial opinion
excerpt): "On January 10, 2023, the parties entered into a contract
(Narrative). A contract is an agreement between two or more
persons to establish, modify, or terminate civil rights and
obligations (Description). The contract required delivery by March
1, 2023. The defendant delivered the goods on March 15, 2023
(Narrative). According to Article 309 of the Civil Code, obligations
must be performed properly (Description). The defendant's delivery
was 14 days late. Therefore, the defendant has breached the contract
(Reasoning)." 6. Practical Exercises for Students (RFL B2-C1, Law)
Exercise 1. Identify the Text Type Read the following excerpts and
identify whether they are Narrative (N), Descriptive (D), or
Reasoning (R). 1. "The plaintiff and defendant signed a lease
agreement on June 1, 2024. The plaintiff paid the first month's rent.
The defendant refused to allow the plaintiff to move in." 2.  "A
lease agreement is a contract by which the lessor undertakes to
provide the lessee with property for a fee for temporary possession
and use." 3. "Because the defendant refused to allow the
plaintiff to move in, the defendant has breached the lease agreement.
Therefore, the plaintiff is entitled to terminate the contract and
recover damages." Exercise 2. Transform a Narrative into a
Reasoning Text Read the following narrative and write a short
reasoning text (3-4 sentences) that draws a legal conclusion from
these facts. Narrative: *The speed limit on the highway is 90 km/h.
The defendant was driving at 120 km/h. A police officer recorded
the speed with a radar gun.* Reasoning text:

Exercise 3. Complete the
Description Complete the following description of a legal concept:
*"A contract of sale is an agreement under which one party (the
seller) undertakes to transfer ownership of property to the other
party (the buyer), and the buyer undertakes to accept the property
and pay a specified price for it. The essential elements of a contract
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of sale are: (1) ,(2) ,(3)

Unlike a donation, a contract of sale is

(compensated/gratuitous)."* Exercise 4. Write a Legal Reasoning
Paragraph Write a short reasoning paragraph (5-7 sentences) on the
following legal issue: Facts: A tenant stopped paying rent because
the apartment had a gas leak that made it uninhabitable. The
landlord did not fix the leak for three months. Legal rule: Under the
Civil Code, a tenant may withhold rent if the landlord fails to
maintain the property in a habitable condition. Task: Write a legal
reasoning text arguing that the tenant was justified in withholding
rent. Exercise 5. Analyze a Legal Text Find a short legal text (e.g., a
judicial decision excerpt, a legal memo, or a contract clause).
Identify sections that are narrative, descriptive, and reasoning. Label
each section. Summary Table: Text Types in Law Feature
Narrative Descriptive Reasoning Primary goal To
recount events  To describe features To persuade Key
question What happened? What is it? Why is this true?
Temporal orientation Past (temporal sequence) Present
(timeless) Present / conditional Dominant verbs

Action verbs (past tense) Relational verbs (is, has, consists of)
Logical verbs (argue, prove, conclude) Key elementsDates, times,
places, actions  Definitions, lists, categories Thesis,
arguments, evidence, conclusion Typical genres Case
summary, witness statement Definition, statutory provision,
commentary Legal memo, brief, judicial opinion, scholarly
article Key clichés [Date] cTOpOHBI 3aKITFOYUMIIH. ..
npecTaBisieT coboi ...  Bompoc 3akimrouaeTcs B TOM, ...
Conclusion Mastering the three main text types — narrative,
descriptive, and reasoning — is essential for effective legal writing in
Russian. Each text type serves a different communicative purpose
and has distinct linguistic and structural features. For law students
and legal professionals, understanding these text types enables you
to: Write clear case summaries using narrative techniques Draft
precise definitions and statutory descriptions using descriptive
techniques Prepare persuasive legal memos and briefs using
reasoning techniques Analyze and interpret legal texts by
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recognizing their underlying text type Combine text types
appropriately in complex legal documents (e.g., judicial opinions)
The ability to produce each text type correctly and to switch
between them as needed is a hallmark of professional legal writing
in Russian. Whether you are narrating the facts of a case, describing
a legal institution, or arguing for a particular legal conclusion,
knowing the characteristic features of each text type will help you
write more clearly, effectively, and persuasively.

3.2

Topic 3.2. Basic lexical and grammatical
constructions and their meaning in texts-
descriptions in law.

In legal professional and scientific communication, texts-
descriptions play a crucial role. They are used to define legal
concepts, describe legal institutions, explain the elements of legal
norms, and present the structure of legal documents. Understanding
the basic lexical and grammatical constructions used in legal
descriptions is essential for law students and legal professionals who
need to read, interpret, and produce clear, precise legal texts in
Russian. This material outlines the key lexical and grammatical
constructions characteristic of legal descriptive texts, their
meanings, and their specific applications in legal discourse. 1.
General Characteristics of Texts-Descriptions in Law 1.1. Definition
and Purpose A text-description in law is a type of text that presents
the features, properties, components, or characteristics of a legal
object, concept, institution, or norm. Unlike narrative (which tells
what happened) or reasoning (which argues for a conclusion),
description answers the question: What is it? 1.2. Key Features of
Legal Descriptions Feature Description Example Static (non-
temporal) Description does not unfold in time; it presents
simultaneous features A contract has the following elements:
offer, acceptance, consideration, and intention. Use of present tense
Description uses present tense to state timeless legal characteristics
The Supreme Court is the highest judicial body. Relational verbs
Verbs that express being, having, or relating is, are,
consists of, includes, has, possesses, refers to Definitions
Description often begins with a definition A legal norm is a
generally binding rule of conduct... Categorization  Description
places the object within a broader legal class Administrative liability
is a type of legal liability. Enumeration Features are often
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presented in lists The main elements of a crime are: (1) object, (2)
objective side, (3) subject, (4) subjective side. 2. Basic Lexical
Constructions in Legal Descriptions 2.1. Constructions for Defining
Legal Concepts These constructions are used to introduce and
define legal terms and concepts. 2.1.1. Definition through Class and

Distinguishing Features Construction Meaning
Example ... — 23710 ... ...1s a ... JloroBop — 3T0 coriamiennue
JBYX WK 0OJIEE JIHIL. ... IPEACTABISAET COOOH ......eenveenneene represents

HUck npexncrasiser coboit oOpaieHne B CyJ ¢
TpeOOBaHHEM O 3alIUTe HApYLIEHHOTO npasa. [1ox ... moHnMaeTcs

By ... is meant .... [Tox nmpecTyruieHueM TOHUMAETCS
BHHOBHO COBEPIICHHOE O0IECTBEHHO OITACHOE AesiHue. TepMuH
«..»o3Hayaet ... Theterm"..." means......... Tepmun
«IOpPUNYECKOE JIMI0» O3HAYaeT OPraHU3aluio, KOTopas HMeeT
obocobnennoe nmymiectBo. 2.1.2. Constructions for Stating
Essential Features Construction =~ Meaning Example
OCHOBHBIMHY TIPU3HAKAMH ... ABJISIOTCS ... The main features of ...
are ......... OCHOBHBIMHU IPH3HAKAMH FOPUANYECKOTO JIUIA SBIISFOTCS:
OpTaHHU3alIOHHOE EANHCTBO, UMYILECTBEHHAS! 000COOJIEHHOCTD,
CaMOCTOATENbHAS! OTBETCTBEHHOCTb. .... 00JIa/IaeT CIECIYIOMINMH
cBoiicTBaMH ... ... has the following properties........ JHorosop
o0J1a1aeT CBOMCTBOM 00513aTEILHOCTH JIJIsSI CTOPOH. ...
XapaKTepU3yercs ... ... 1s characterized by ........ VYronoBHoe
IMpaBO XapaKTEPU3YETCA UMIICPATUBHBIM METOIOM PETYJIMPOBAHUA.
... TIPUCYII ... ... 1s inherent to ... JIMCTIO3UTHBHBIN
METOJ TIPUCYII TpaxkaaHckomy mpay. 2.1.3. Constructions for
Classification ConstructionMeaning Example.....nemutcs Ha

... is divided into ... IOpunudeckue nuiia aessITcs Ha
KOMMEpPYECKHUE U HEKOMMEPYECKHE OPraHU3al|H. ...
KiIaccu(pUIUPYOTCS Ha ... ... are classified into.......... Hopwmer ipaBa
KJ'IaCCI/I(bI/II_II/IpyIOTCH Ha UMIICPATHUBHBIC U TUCIIO3UTUBHBIC.
BhIIESIOT CIIEAYIONINE BUBI ......... The following types are
distinguished ....... Brimensrot cnemyromue BUABI FOPHIITIECKOM
OTBETCTBEHHOCTH: yrOJIOBHAsI, aIMUHUCTPATHBHAS, IPAXKIAHCKO-
npaBoBasi, IUcHUILIMHApHas. CylecTByeT HECKOIBKO ITOIX0J0B K
Kjaccu(UKaIuH ... There are several approaches to the
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classification of ...CymecTByeT HECKOIBKO MOJIX00B K
Kiaccuukanuy UCTOYHUKOB npasa. 2.1.4. Constructions for
Describing Structure Construction Meaning Example ...
COCTOMT U3 ... ... consists of ... Hopwma npasa coctour u3
THITOTE3BI, TUCIIO3UIUH ¥ CAaHKIIUH. ... BKIIIOYAET B CEOS ...
includes ... I'paxkmanckoe mpaBo BKIIFOYAET B ce0s
HOOTPACIH, HHCTUTYTHI U CYOUHCTHTYTHL B cTpyKTYpY ... BXOIAT
The structure of ... includes ... B ctpykTypy cynebHOi
CHCTEMBI BXOJIAT Cy bl OOIIeH IOPHUCANKIINH, apOUTpaXkHbIE CYABI H
Koncrurynnonnsrnii Cyn. 3. Basic Grammatical Constructions in
Legal Descriptions 3.1. Use of the Present Tense (Praesens
Scientificus) In legal descriptions, the present tense is used to
express timeless, general legal statements. Construction

ExampleMeaning Definition [IpaBo perymupyer
0O0ILIECTBEHHBIE OTHOILICHHSI. Law regulates social relations.
Statement of legal principle Cy1 BBIHOCUT PEUICHUC UMEHEM

Poccuiickoit ®eneparuu. The court renders a decision in the name
of the Russian Federation. Statement of property Horosop
uMeeT 0053aTeIbHYI0 CHILY JUISI CTOPOH. The contract has
binding force for the parties. 3.2. Use of Relational Verbs Relational
verbs express the relationship between a legal concept and its
attributes. Verb  MeaningExample sBnsTbes to be
Cyn siBIsieTcsl OpraHoM rocyJapCTBEHHOW BJIACTH. IIPEACTABIISATD
coboii  to represent JloroBop npenacTaBiseT co0oi
corJlallieHue CTOPOH. 001a1aTh to possess IOpuauueckoe
JM10 00J1a/laeT IPaBOCIIOCOOHOCTBIO. XapaKTEePH30BaThCS to be
characterized by YronoBHOe mpaBo xapakTepu3yeTcs
UMIIEPATHBHBIM METOJO0M. OTHOCHUTBCS to belong to

Kpaska 0THOCHTCS K IIPECTYIICHUSIM IPOTUB COOCTBEHHOCTH.
BKITIOYATh to include Cucrema nipaBa BKIIIOYaeT
OTpaciy, NOJOTPACTH U HHCTUTYTHL. COCTOSITH U3 to consist of
Hopwma mpasa cocrout u3 tpex anmementos. 3.3. Use of Passive and
Impersonal Constructions Passive and impersonal constructions are
used to maintain objectivity and focus on the legal object, not the
author. Construction Example Meaning Passive voice
JloroBop 3akio4aercs B MMCbMEHHOH (opme. The contract
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is concluded in written form. Impersonal with Mmoxxao MoxHO
BBLJICJIUTH CIIEIYIOLIUE IPU3HAKY [IPABA. One can identify the
following features of law. Impersonal with Heo6xormo
Heo0xoauMo 0TMETUTB, UTO... It is necessary to note that...
Impersonal with ciexyer Cnenyer pa3nnyaTh MaTepuajibHOE U
nporeccyanbHoe mpaBo.  One should distinguish between
substantive and procedural law. 3.4. Use of the Genitive Case
Chains of nouns in the Genitive case are typical of legal descriptive
texts. Construction Example Translation Definition
aHaIIN3 CHCTEMBI ICTOYHUKOB I'pakIaHCKOro mpaBa analysis of the
system of sources of civil law Classification BumbI FopuInIecKOit
otrBercTBeHHOCTH types of legal liability Structure  amemeHTbI
cocraBa npectymienus  elements of the elements of a crime 3.5.
Use of Adjectives Relative adjectives (indicating a relation to
something) dominate in legal descriptions. Adjective Example
Meaning npaBoBo#t npaBoBasi Hopma legal norm yrosnoBHbIi
YTOJIOBHAs OTBETCTBEHHOCTh criminal liability rpasknanckuit
rpa)xIaHCKOE TIPaBO civil law cyneOHbIIt cyneOHast
cucreMma judicial system aIMHHICTPaTHBHBIN

aJIMUHHACTPATUBHOE TIPAaBOHAPYIIICHUE administrative offense
4. Lexical-Grammatical Constructions for Specific Descriptive
Functions 4.1. Constructions for Defining the Scope of a Legal
Concept Construction Example Meaning ...
pacnpoctpansiercs Ha ... JlaHHas HOpMa paclpoCTPaHsIeTCs Ha
Bcex rpakaan.  This norm applies to all citizens..... nelcTByeT B
OTHOIICHUH ......... 3aKOH ACHCTBYET B OTHOILICHUH HHOCTPAHHBIX
rpaxxaan. The law applies to foreign citizens...... He IPUMEHSIETCS K

JlaHHOE NpaBUJIO HE NPUMEHSIETCS K

HecoepmieHHoneTHM.  This rule does not apply to minors. 4.2.
Constructions for Describing Legal Capacity and Competence

Construction Example Meaning ... Bpase ...

Hcren BripaBe oTkazarbes oT ucka. The plaintiff has the right to
withdraw the claim. ... 00s13aH ......... CTOpOHBI 00513aHBI UCTIOTHUTH
nmoroBop. The parties are obliged to perform the contract...... umMeeT
Ipago .... [ pakIaHuH UMEET MPaBo Ha CYACOHYIO 3aIUTy. A
citizen has the right to judicial protection. ... MOXeT ... Cyn
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MOXET IPUMEHUTD obecnieunTensHbie Mepbl. The court may apply
interim measures. 4.3. Constructions for Describing Legal
Consequences Construction Example Meaning ...
Biteuer ...Hapymenue norosopa BiieueT OTBETCTBEHHOCTb.

Breach of contract entails liability. ... aBis€TCS OCHOBaHUEM JUIA ...

Pemenne cyna sBIsIETCSI OCHOBAHHMEM JUISl PETUCTPALIUH TIpaBa.

A court decision is the basis for registration of a right...... npuBoauT
K ... Hewncnonnerne 00s13aTenbCTBA IPUBOJUT K PACTOPKEHUIO
JIOTOBOPA. Non-performance of an obligation leads to
termination of the contract. 4.4. Constructions for Describing
Hierarchical Relationships Construction Example

Meaning ... UMEET BBICIIYIO IOpUaAnYecKyto cuury  KoHcruryums

MMEET BBICIIYIO IOPHIHYECKYIO CHITY. The Constitution has
supreme legal force. ... HE JODKHO NPOTUBOPEUHTS ....3aKOHBI HE
JIOJKHBI TPOTHBOPEUNTH KOHCTUTYITHH. Laws must not

contradict the Constitution..... IBISE€TCA BBIIIECTOAIINM II0
OTHOIICHUIO K...... BepxoBHbli Cy SBIISICTCS BEILISCTOSALINM I10
OTHOIICHHIO K 00macTHEIM cynaMm. The Supreme Court is superior
to regional courts 5. Practical Examples of Legal Descriptions 5.1.
Description of a Legal Concept: "Legal Norm" "IIpaBoBas Hopma
— 3T0 001me00sA3aTeNIbHOE PABUIIO TTOBEICHHS, yCTAaHOBIICHHOE
rocynapctBoM. OCHOBHBIMH IIPH3HAKaMH IIPABOBOH HOPMEI
SBISIIOTCS: 001e0053aTeNbHOCTD, GOpMalbHas ONpPEACICHHOCTS,
CBSI3b C TOCYapCTBEHHBIM MpUHYKAcHUEM. [1o MeToxy
pEryJIMpOBaHUs HOPMBI IIpaBa ACATCS Ha UMIEPATHBHbIC U
JMCIIO3UTHBHBIC. IMIIepaTHBHBIC HOPMBI COICPIKAT BIIACTHBIC
NPEIIUCaHHs, OT KOTOPBIX CTOPOHBI HE MOTYT OTCTYIATh, TOIA KaK
JIICIIO3UTHBHBIE HOPMbI ITO3BOJISIIOT CTOPOHAM CAMHUM OIPEICIUTh
cBoe noBejeHne. HopMa rmpaBa cOCTOUT U3 TPEX JIEMEHTOB:
TUIOTE3bI, JUCTIO3UIINY 1 caHKIHU." Analysis of constructions used:

. ... — 970 ... (definition) * OCHOBHBIMH IIPHU3HAKAMH ...
SIBISTIOTCS ... (stating features) ¢ ... genstcs Ha.... (classification)
. ... COCTOMT W3 ... (structure) 5.2. Description of a Legal

Institution: "Contract" " JloroBop mpeacTaBisieT co00H COrameHne
JBYX WK OoJiee Jini 00 yCTaHOBJICHUH, N3MEHEHUH HITH
MpeKpaIleHIH IPAXKAAHCKUX MpaB U 00s3aHHOCTE. JJoroBop
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o0J1aiaeT clieIyOIIMMHU CBOHCTBAMU: 3aKOHHOCTh COJICPIKaHUS,
J0OPOBOJILHOCTB, 00513aTENILHOCTH UCTIONHEHM. B 3aBucuMocTy ot
MOMEHTA 3aKJIFOUEHHUSI JIOTOBOPHI JIENISITCS. HA KOHCEHCYalIbHBIE U
peanbHble. KoHCEHCYaIbHBIN I0TOBOP CYMTAETCS 3aKJIFOUEHHBIM C
MOMEHTa JJOCTHKEHHS COTJIALICHUs], @ peabHbI — C MOMEHTa
nepeaayn UIMyIIecTBa. B cTpyKTypy ZoroBopa BXOAAT: mpeamOyia,
HpeaMeT, IpaBa U 005S3aHHOCTH CTOPOH, OTBETCTBEHHOCTH CTOPOH,
CPOK JeHCTBHA, peKBH3HUTH cTOpOoH." Analysis of constructions

used: ... mpexcraBisAeT coOoi ... (definition) © ... obmamaer
CIICIYIOIIMMHY CBOHCTBAMH ... (stating properties) * ... meiarcs Ha
... (classification) * B cTpykTypy ... BXOIAT ... (structure) 5.3.

Description of a Legal Process: "Legislative Process"
"3akOHOJaTeIBHBIH MPOIECC — 3TO MPOLeypa NPUHATUS 3aKOHOB.
3aKOHOIATEbHBIN MPOIIECC BKIIIOYAET B ce€0s CIICTYIOLINE CTAANN:
3aKOHO/aTeJIbHAs MHULIUATHBA, 00CYKIEHUE 3aKOHOIIPOEKTA,
NPUHATHE 3aKOHA, MOJNMCaHue U 0OHapoJ0BaHKeE 3aKoHa. [IpaBom
3aKOHO/aTeIbHON MHUIMATHBEI oOnanatoT [Ipesnnent PO, Coser
Oeneparun, wiensl CoBera Denepanuu, NIy TaTh
T'ocynapctBennoii {ymsl, [lpaButensctBo PO, 3akoHogaTenbHble
opransl cyobpekToB PD. 3aK0oH cunTaeTcst MPUHSATHIM, €CIIH 38 HETO
MPOTOJI0CcOBalIO O0JIEe TIOJIOBHHBI Iy TaTOB I 0Ccy1apCcTBEHHOM
HdywmeL." Analysis of constructions used: © ... —2370 ... (definition)
. ... BKITIIOUaeT B cebs cuenyromue craaut ... (describing
stages) ¢ ... obmagaror ... (stating who has the right) « ... cauraercs
... TIpu yciioBuH ... (stating condition for legal consequence) 6.
Practical Exercises for Students (RFL B2-C1, Law) Exercise 1.
Identify the Construction Read the following sentences and identify
the lexical-grammatical construction used. 1.FOpunuueckas
OTBETCTBEHHOCTh — 3TO MPUMEHEHHE MEP TOCYJaPCTBEHHOTO
MIPUHYKJCHUS K IPAaBOHAPYIIUTEIIO. 2. OCHOBHBIMHI
MPU3HAKAMH aAMUHHUCTPATUBHOTO ITPABOHAPYIIECHUS SBISIOTCS:
MPOTHUBOINPABHOCTH, BHHOBHOCTb, HaKa3yeMocTh. 3. Cucrema
[paBa COCTOUT U3 OTpaciel, NOOTPACIEH U HUHCTUTYTOB. 4.
BeinensioT cneayromue BUIbI HICTOYHUKOB MPaBa: HOPMaTHBHBIH
MIPaBOBOM aKT, CyIeOHBIN IpeleIeHT, IPaBOBOM 00BIYaM. 5.
I'paskiaHMH HMEET NPaBO Ha 3alUTy CBOMX IPaB U 3aKOHHBIX
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unrepecoB. Exercise 2. Complete the Description Complete the
following legal description using appropriate constructions. "Cyx —
9TO OpraH rocyJapCTBEHHON BJIACTH, KOTOPBIN paBocCy JIe.
Cyn HE3aBUCUMBIM M NOAYUHSETCS TONbKOo KoHcTHTYIMK 1
(denepanpHOMy 3akoHy. Cuctema cynoB B Poccuiickoit deneparmu
Ha cypl enepalibHbIe H CyIbl CyOBhekToB PD. B cTpykTypy
cyna npeacenarelns, CyapH u anmnapar cyaa." Exercise 3.
Transform into a Description Transform the following bullet points
into a coherent descriptive paragraph. Topic: Legal liability ¢
Definition: application of state coercion to an offender ¢
Features: state coercion, negative consequences, legal grounds
(commission of an offense) ¢ Types: criminal, civil,
administrative, disciplinary ¢ Functions: punitive,
compensatory, preventive Exercise 4. Write a Legal Description
Write a legal description (5-7 sentences) of one of the following
legal concepts using the constructions from this material: 1.
IOpuanueckoe nuno (Legal entity) 2. JloroBop KyTmu-
npoxaxwu (Contract of sale) 3. IIpaBo coOcTBEHHOCTH
(Property right) 4. VickoBast naBHOCTH (Statute of limitations)
Exercise 5. Analyze a Legal Text Find a legal description in a
textbook, code, or commentary. Identify and list all lexical-
grammatical constructions used. Summary Table: Basic
Constructions in Legal Descriptions Function Construction
Example Definition .. —ITO ... IIpaBoBas Hopma —
3TO 001Ie00s3aTeIbHOE TPaBMIIO moBeaeHus. Definition
npecTaBisieT coboi ... JloroBop mpeactaBisieT co0oi
cornarieHue ctopoH. Stating features OCHOBHBIMH
IMpU3HAKaMU ... ABJIAIOTCA ... OCHOBHBIMH IIpU3HAKaMU
MPECTYIJICHUS ABISIOTCS 0OIECTBEHHAS OITACHOCTh, BAHOBHOCTD,
Haka3yeMmocTh. Stating properties ... obmamaer ...  FOpuauueckoe
nuro obianaeT nmpaBocnocooHocThio. Classification ... menmrTcs Ha
HopMmsl nipaBa JessiTcsl Ha MaTepHaIbHbIC U
nporeccyanbhbie. Classification — BeLaensroT cieryromue BUIbL
Beiensior cienyromue BUIbl FOPUANIECKOH

OTBETCTBEHHOCTH... Structure ... coctout u3 ... Hopma npasa
COCTOMT M3 'MIIOTE3bl, JUCIIO3MIMH ¥ CaHKIUH. Structure
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BKJIIOYAET B ceO ... Cuctema npaBa BKIIIOYaeT B ce0s
OTpPAaciIi ¥ MHCTUTYTHI. Scope ... pacrpocTpaHseTcs Ha ...
JlanHast HopMa pacrpocTpaHsercst Ha Bcex rpaxaas. Legal
capacity ... BIOpaBe ... Hcrer BripaBe 0TKa3aThCs OT HCKA.
Legal consequence ... BIIGYET ... Hapymenue norosopa
BJICYET OTBETCTBEHHOCTh. Hierarchy ... IMEET BBICIIYIO
IOPUINYECKYIO CHITY KoHCTUTYIUS MMEeT BEICIITYIO
opunnaeckyto cuiy. Conclusion Mastering the basic lexical and
grammatical constructions used in legal descriptions is essential for
law students and legal professionals working in Russian. These
constructions allow you to: 1. Define legal concepts precisely
and clearly 2. Describe legal institutions and their features 3.

Classify legal phenomena systematically 4. Explain the structure of
legal norms and documents 5. State legal consequences and
relationships By learning these constructions, you can produce
clear, accurate, and professionally appropriate legal descriptions in
Russian. Whether you are writing a definition, describing a legal
institution, or explaining the structure of a legal norm, these
constructions provide the linguistic tools you need to communicate
effectively in the legal field.

Pasnen 4

Module 4: Specifics of
professional speech for
lawyers

4.1

Topic 4.1. Rhetoric in law.

Rhetoric in law is the art and science of persuasive communication
in the legal field. It encompasses the strategies, techniques, and
principles that lawyers, judges, and other legal professionals use to
argue cases, persuade courts, influence juries, and advocate for
clients. In the legal profession, rhetoric is not merely an academic
discipline but a practical necessity: the ability to speak and write
persuasively is often the difference between winning and losing a
case. This material explores the nature of legal rhetoric, its historical
foundations, its key components, and its practical application in
modern legal practice. 1. The Nature of Rhetoric in Law 1.1.
Definition of Rhetoric Rhetoric is the art of persuasion — the ability
to discover, in any given situation, the available means of
persuasion. In the legal context, rhetoric is the art of persuading a
court, jury, or other decision-maker to accept a particular legal
position. Aspect Description Art Rhetoric requires creativity,
judgment, and skill, not just mechanical application of rules Science

C3
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Rhetoric has principles, methods, and techniques that can be
studied and taught Practice Rhetoric is ultimately about real-world
persuasion in actual legal proceedings 1.2. The Importance of
Rhetoric for Lawyers Reason Explanation Persuasion is
central to law Legal disputes are resolved through argument, not
force Facts do not speak for themselves Facts must be selected,
organized, and presented persuasively Law is interpreted

Statutes, precedents, and contracts require interpretation, and
interpretation requires argument Audiences vary Different
audiences (judges, juries, arbitrators, clients) require different
rhetorical approaches Professional success depends on it
Lawyers who cannot persuade will not succeed 1.3. Historical
Foundations: From Aristotle to Modern Times Period Key Figures
Contributions Ancient Greece AristotleDeveloped the three
modes of persuasion (ethos, pathos, logos) Ancient Rome

Cicero, Quintilian Applied rhetoric to legal practice;
developed the canon of rhetoric Renaissance Numerous scholars
Revived classical rhetoric; applied it to law and politics Modern era
Perelman, Toulmin Developed "new rhetoric" and
argumentation theory for law 2. The Three Modes of Persuasion
(Aristotle) Aristotle identified three fundamental modes of
persuasion: ethos, pathos, and logos. These remain central to legal
rhetoric today. 2.1. Ethos: The Character of the Speaker Ethos refers
to the credibility, trustworthiness, and authority of the speaker. In
legal rhetoric, ethos is established through: Factor =~ How to
Establish It Example Competence ~ Demonstrating
knowledge of the law, facts, and procedure "As the Court is aware
from the brief submitted, the relevant precedent is..." Goodwill
Showing concern for justice and the interests of the client/audience
"The defense does not seek to evade responsibility, but only to
ensure that the punishment fits the crime" Character Behaving
ethically, respectfully, and with integrity =~ Avoiding personal
attacks, speaking respectfully of opposing counsel Presence
Dressing appropriately, speaking clearly, maintaining eye contact

Professional attire, confident posture, calm demeanor Key insight:
Ethos is established not only by what the speaker says but also by
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how the speaker behaves. A lawyer who is rude, disorganized, or
unprepared will lack ethos regardless of the logical strength of the
arguments. 2.2. Pathos: Emotional Appeal Pathos refers to the
appeal to the emotions of the audience. In legal rhetoric, pathos is
used to: Emotion When to Use Example Sympathy When
the client has suffered harm "Imagine being unable to
provide for your children because of the defendant's actions"
Indignation When opposing party has acted outrageously
"The defendant's conduct was not merely negligent; it was callous,
deliberate, and cruel" Fear of injustice When the wrong
decision would lead to unfairness "An acquittal here would send a
message that corporate misconduct goes unpunished" Trust in
justice  When appealing to the jury's sense of fairness "You
have the power to restore what was taken from the plaintiff"
Important caveat: Pathos must be used judiciously. Excessive or
manipulative emotional appeal can backfire, especially with
professional judges. As A.F. Koni noted, "To be truly moving, one
must speak calmly and dispassionately about what is moving" — the
contrast between the calm speaker and the emotional content creates
the effect. 2.3. Logos: Logical Argument Logos refers to the logical
structure of the argument — the reasoning, evidence, and legal
authority that support the conclusion. In legal rhetoric, logos
includes: Component Description Example Deductive
reasoning Applying general legal rules to specific facts
"All contracts require consideration. This agreement lacks
consideration. Therefore, it is not a contract." Inductive reasoning
Drawing general principles from specific cases "In three
similar cases, the court found for the plaintiff. Therefore, the same
result should follow here." Analogical reasoning Comparing
the present case to prior cases "Just as the court in Smith held
that a delay of 30 days was unreasonable, a delay of 45 days here is
also unreasonable." Legal authority Citing statutes, precedents, and
scholarly opinions"According to Article 158 of the Criminal Code,
theft is defined as..." Factual evidence Presenting documents,
witness testimony, expert opinions "The defendant's signature
appears on the contract, dated June 1, 2024" 3. The Canon of
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Rhetoric (Cicero, Quintilian) Classical rhetoric divided the process
of preparing a speech into five parts, known as the canon of
rhetoric. This framework remains highly useful for preparing legal
arguments. Canon Description Legal Application 1. Invention
(Inventio) Discovering the available arguments

Identifying legal theories, facts, precedents, and policy arguments
that support the client's position 2. Arrangement (Dispositio)
Organizing the arguments effectively Structuring a brief or
oral argument for maximum impact 3. Style (Elocutio)

Choosing the appropriate language Selecting precise legal
terminology, clear phrasing, and effective rhetorical devices 4.
Memory (Memoria) Memorizing the speech  Knowing key
points, citations, and transitions without reading from a script 5.
Delivery (Actio/ Pronuntiatio) Presenting the speech
effectively Managing voice, gesture, eye contact, and
demeanor 3.1. Invention (Finding Arguments) Legal arguments can
be drawn from multiple sources: Source Examples Textual
The plain language of a statute or contract Intentional The
purpose or legislative history of a statute Precedential Prior court
decisions interpreting similar issues Analogical Similar cases
or situations Policy-based The consequences of adopting one
interpretation over another Factual The evidence in the case 3.2.
Arrangement (Organizing Arguments) The classic structure of a
legal argument: Part Purpose Introduction (Exordium)

Capture attention, establish credibility, state the issue Narration
(Narratio) Present the facts of the case (in a persuasive light)
Proposition (Propositio)  State the conclusion to be proved Proof
(Confirmatio) Present the arguments and evidence supporting
the proposition Refutation (Refutatio) Anticipate and answer
opposing arguments Conclusion (Peroratio) Summarize, appeal to
emotions, state the requested relief 3.3. Style (Choice of Language)
Stylistic Level ~ When to Use Characteristics Plain (Subtle)
Most legal writing Clear, precise, unadorned; focus on
clarity Moderate (Grand-lite) Briefs, memos, some oral
arguments Clear but with some rhetorical flourishes;
occasional metaphors, parallel structure Grand (High)Closing
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arguments, ceremonial speeches  Figurative language, emotional
appeal, rhythm, repetition 3.4. Delivery (Presentation) Element
Effective Practice Voice Clear, audible, varied in pitch and pace;
not monotone Eye contact Engage with the judge, jury, or audience;
do not read from a script Gestures Natural, not excessive; used to
emphasize key points Posture Confident, upright, not
slouching or fidgeting Demeanor  Calm, respectful, professional,
not aggressive or overly emotional 4. Rhetorical Strategies in Legal
Argument 4.1. Framing Framing is the strategic selection and
presentation of facts, issues, and legal standards to influence how
the audience perceives the case. Frame Example Justice frame
"This case is about whether a corporation can avoid responsibility
for the harm it causes" Fairness frame "The question is
whether it is fair to hold the defendant liable for something they
could not have foreseen" Rights frame "At stake is the
fundamental right to property" Efficiency frame "Adopting the
plaintiff's interpretation would create uncertainty and increase
litigation" 4.2. Narratives (Storytelling) Legal arguments are more
persuasive when presented as coherent narratives (stories). A good
legal narrative has: Element Description Plot A sequence of
events with a beginning, middle, and end Characters Identifiable
actors with motives and interests Conflict A dispute or problem
that requires resolution Resolution The legal outcome that will
resolve the conflict Example: Instead of simply listing facts ("The
defendant drove at 80 mph. The speed limit was 55 mph. The
plaintiff was injured"), a narrative might say: "The defendant,
rushing home after a long day, ignored the speed limit on a
residential street where children were playing. When the plaintiff's
child ran into the street, the defendant could not stop in time." 4.3.
Stasis Theory Stasis theory helps identify the point of disagreement
between the parties. There are four levels of stasis: Level

Question Example Fact  Did something happen? "Did
the defendant run the red light?" Definition What is the legal
classification? "Was the defendant's conduct 'negligent' or
‘reckless'?" Quality Was the act justified or excused? "Was
the defendant acting in self-defense?" Jurisdiction  Is this the
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right forum? "Should this case be heard in federal or state
court?" Identifying the correct stasis level helps focus argument on
the real point of disagreement. 4.4. Anticipatory Refutation
Anticipatory refutation (prolepsis) involves raising and answering
opposing arguments before the opponent can make them. Technique
Example Direct "The prosecution will likely argue that the
defendant had motive. But motive alone does not prove guilt."
Indirect "One might ask whether the delay was reasonable. The
answer is yes, because..." Advantage: Responding to opposing
arguments before they are made demonstrates confidence and
allows the speaker to control the narrative. 4.5. The Rhetorical
Triangle in Legal Argument A successful legal argument balances
all three. Too much logos without pathos may be dry and
unpersuasive; too much pathos without logos may seem
manipulative; without ethos, neither logos nor pathos will be
effective. 5. Rhetoric in Written Legal Advocacy 5.1. The Legal
Brief Section Rhetorical Function Statement of the case

Frame the facts favorably without misrepresentation Summary of
argument Give the court a roadmap; state the conclusion up front
Argument Present logical reasoning supported by authority
Conclusion Request specific relief 5.2. Principles of
Persuasive Legal Writing Principle Explanation State the
conclusion first Do not keep the reader in suspense Use headings
Guide the reader through the argument Keep sentences short Long
sentences are hard to follow Use active voice "The court
held" not "It was held by the court" Avoid legalese  Use clear,
plain language where possible Cite authority Every proposition must
be supported Acknowledge weaknesses Address contrary
authority rather than ignoring it 6. Rhetoric in Oral Legal Advocacy
6.1. The Opening Statement Purpose Rhetorical Techniques
Tell the story Use narrative structure; present facts persuasively
Establish credibility Demonstrate preparation and command
of the facts Frame the issues Present the legal questions in a
favorable light Example opening: "Your Honor, this case is about a
promise that was broken. The plaintiff agreed to deliver 100 units
by June 1. The defendant relied on that promise. But the goods did
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not arrive until July. The evidence will show that the defendant's
business suffered as a result." 6.2. The Closing Argument Purpose
Rhetorical Techniques Summarize the evidence Selectively
remind the jury of favorable evidence Apply the law Explain how
the legal standard leads to the requested verdict Appeal to justice
Use pathos to appeal to the jury's sense of fairness Request a
verdict Be specific about what the jury should decide Example
closing: *"You have heard the evidence. You have seen the
contract. You have heard the witness confirm the delay. The law is
clear: a breach of contract entitles the non-breaching party to
damages. We ask you to return a verdict for the plaintiff in the
amount of 100,000 rubles."* 6.3. Handling Questions from the
Court Principle  Example Answer directly Do not evade; answer
the question asked Be concise Give a short answer, then offer
to elaborate Use questions to your advantage Use a question as an
opportunity to emphasize a key point Never argue with the judge
Respectfully disagree if necessary, but do not argue 7. Ethical
Limits of Legal Rhetoric While rhetoric aims to persuade, legal
rhetoric operates within ethical constraints. Prohibition
Explanation No false statements =~ Lawyers may not knowingly
make false statements of fact or law No suppression of authority
Lawyers may not conceal legal authority directly contrary to their
position No personal attacks Lawyers may not attack
opposing counsel or parties personally No appeals to bias

Lawyers may not appeal to racial, ethnic, religious, or other
improper bias No misleading the court Lawyers may not
mislead the court by omission or half-truth The ethical core of legal
rhetoric: The goal is persuasion through truthful, fair, and respectful
argument, not manipulation or deception. 8. Practical Exercises for
Law Students Exercise 1. Identify the Mode of Persuasion Read the
following statements and identify whether they primarily appeal to
ethos, pathos, or logos. 1. "The defendant has practiced law for 30
years without a single disciplinary complaint" 2. "The
statistical evidence shows that accidents at this intersection
increased by 200% after the speed limit was raised" 3.

"Imagine the fear of a child waiting alone at a bus stop when a
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speeding car loses control" Exercise 2. Apply the Canon of Rhetoric
Take a simple legal issue (e.g., "Should a landlord be able to evict a
tenant for non-payment of rent?") and work through the five canons:
1. Invention: What arguments support each side? 2.
Arrangement: How would you organize a brief? 3. Style: What
language would you use? 4. Memory: What key points must
you remember? 5. Delivery: How would you present the argument
orally? Exercise 3. Reframe a Case Take a simple set of facts and
write two openings: one framing the case favorably for the plaintiff,
one framing it favorably for the defendant. Facts: A driver ran a red
light at 2 AM on an empty street and hit a pedestrian who was
crossing against the light. Exercise 4. Write a Short Closing
Argument Write a 2-minute closing argument (200-300 words) for
one side in the following case: Case: A tenant stopped paying rent
because the apartment had a gas leak. The landlord did not fix it for
three months. The tenant claims the apartment was uninhabitable.
The landlord claims the tenant should have paid and then sued for
damages. Summary Table: Rhetoric in Law Concept Definition
Legal Application Ethos Credibility of the speaker

Demonstrating competence, goodwill, and character Pathos
Emotional appeal Appealing to sympathy, indignation, or sense of
justice Logos Logical argument Presenting reasoning,
evidence, and legal authority Invention Finding arguments
Identifying legal theories, facts, and precedents Arrangement
Organizing arguments  Structuring briefs and oral arguments
Style Choosing language Selecting precise, clear, and
effective phrasing MemoryMemorizing speech Knowing key
points without reading Delivery =~ Presenting speech

Managing voice, gesture, eye contact, demeanor Framing
Presenting facts/issues  Influencing how the audience perceives
the case Narrative Storytelling Presenting facts as a coherent
story Stasis Identifying the issue Focusing argument on
the real point of disagreement Conclusion Rhetoric is the art of
persuasion, and in law, persuasion is the essence of advocacy.
Understanding and mastering the principles of legal rhetoric — ethos,
pathos, logos; invention, arrangement, style, memory, delivery;
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framing, narrative, and stasis — is essential for effective legal
practice. Key takeaways for law students: 1. Persuasion is not
manipulation. Effective legal rhetoric is grounded in truth, fairness,
and respect for the legal process. 2. All three modes matter. Logical
argument (logos) alone is insufficient; credibility (ethos) and
emotional appeal (pathos) are also essential. 3. Audience
matters. What persuades a judge may not persuade a jury; what
works in a brief may not work in an oral argument. 4. Rhetoric is a
skill. Like any skill, it can be learned, practiced, and improved. 5.
Ethics are paramount. The best rhetoric is worthless — indeed,
harmful — if it violates ethical duties to the court, the client, and the
legal system. As Cicero wrote, "The lawyer's weapon is the word."
Mastery of that weapon — the art of persuasion — is what
distinguishes the competent advocate from the great one.

42

Topic 4.2. Legal discourse.

Legal discourse is a complex, multifaceted phenomenon that lies at
the heart of the legal system. It encompasses all forms of
communication — written and spoken, formal and informal,
professional and lay — that relate to law. Understanding legal
discourse is essential for law students, legal professionals, and
anyone who needs to navigate the legal system. This material
explores the nature, structure, properties, and types of legal
discourse, as well as its practical implications for legal practice and
language learning. 1. The Concept of Legal Discourse 1.1. Defining
Discourse Before examining legal discourse specifically, it is
necessary to understand what "discourse" means as a broader
category. In modern linguistics, discourse is understood as "speech
immersed in life" (N.D. Arutyunova) — that is, language in use,
considered together with the social, cultural, and psychological
context in which it occurs. Aspect Description Text The actual
words, sentences, and paragraphs Context  The situation,
participants, goals, and social setting Function What the
communication is intended to achieve Interpretation How meaning
is constructed by participants 1.2. Defining Legal Discourse Legal
discourse is a type of institutional discourse that encompasses all
forms of verbal communication in the legal sphere. It includes
everything from Supreme Court decisions and criminal codes to

C3
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police interrogations and lawyer-client consultations. Key
definitions: Source Definition General definition
Verbalized speech-mental activity in the legal sphere; a structure as
process and result; a shared world for communicants within the
legal system As a process The cognitive activity of producing and
interpreting legal texts (lawmaking, adjudication, legal
argumentation) As a result The corpus of texts generated through
legal communication (statutes, judgments, contracts, legal opinions)
1.3. Participants in Legal Discourse Group Examples Role
Professionals Judges, prosecutors, defense attorneys, notaries,
legal scholars, arbitrators Active producers of legal discourse Non-
professionals Plaintiffs, defendants, suspects, witnesses,
victims, jurors  Participants who engage with legal discourse
(often as recipients) Support participants ~ Court clerks,
translators, experts, bailiffsFacilitators of legal communication 2.
Characteristics of Legal Discourse as a Process Legal discourse is
not a static entity but a dynamic process of legal communication.
Understanding this process involves examining several key
characteristics. 2.1. Institutional Nature Legal discourse is a type of
institutional discourse — that is, communication bound to a specific
social institution (the legal system) that follows established norms,
conventions, and role relationships. Implication Description
Role-based Participants speak from specific roles (judge,
lawyer, witness) Rule-governed =~ Communication follows
procedural rules (who speaks when, how to address the court)
Purpose-driven ~ Communication aims to achieve legal outcomes
(conviction, acquittal, settlement) 2.2. Hierarchical (Status-Based)
Structure Legal discourse is characterized by significant asymmetry
— participants have different statuses, rights, and obligations.
Participant Status Communicative Rights Judge
Highest (in court) Directs the process, asks questions,
makes rulings, decides the case Prosecutor / Lawyer High
(professional) Active participation, argumentation, objections
Defendant / Plaintiff Medium Right to speak, respond, but
limited by procedural rules Witness Low  Obligation to testify
truthfully, limited to answering questions 2.3. Dual Nature: Written
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and Oral, Professional and Popular Legal discourse operates in two
main spheres: Sphere Characteristics ~ Examples Written
(Primary) Precise, formal, binding, permanent

Statutes, court decisions, contracts, procedural codes Oral
(Secondary) Dynamic, interactive, persuasive Court
hearings, witness interrogations, lawyer-client consultations, closing
arguments Professional ~ Specialized terminology, complex
reasoning Academic articles, judicial opinions, expert
testimony Popular Simplified language, explanatory Legal advice
columns, lawyer websites, client communications 2.4.
Communicative-Pragmatic Orientation Legal discourse is goal-
oriented. Communicants engage in legal communication with
specific intentions: Intention Example To inform A
lawyer explains the law to a client To persuade A prosecutor
argues for a conviction To decide A judge announces a verdict To
regulate A legislature passes a statute To record A court clerk
documents the proceedings 3. Properties of Legal Discourse Modern
legal linguistics has identified several fundamental properties that
characterize legal discourse as a distinct phenomenon. 3.1.
Normativity (Connection to Legal Norms) Legal discourse is
inherently normative. Every statement is either based on, refers to,
or is evaluated against legal norms. Aspect Description Legal
grounding Statements must be justified by reference to laws,
regulations, or legal principles Binding force Certain legal texts
(statutes, judgments) are binding and enforceable Sanctionability
Violation of legal norms leads to legal consequences 3.2. Formality
and Ritualization Legal discourse is characterized by a high degree
of formality and ritualization. This serves important functions:
ensuring predictability, demonstrating respect for the law,
maintaining order, and guaranteeing equal treatment. Aspect
Examples Fixed formulas "May it please the Court," "I swear to
tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth" Procedural
rules Who speaks when, how to address the judge, when to
stand Specialized terminology Legal terms that have precise
meanings different from everyday language Prescribed document
formats The structure of a contract, the form of an indictment 3.3.
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Authoritative and Binding Nature Unlike everyday conversation,
legal discourse has authoritative and binding force. When a court
says "Guilty," that statement has real-world consequences. Type of
Authority Example Legislative authority Statutes that
must be obeyed Judicial authority Court decisions that must be
followed Doctrinal authority Legal scholarship that
influences interpretation 3.4. Conflict-Based (Adversarial) Nature
Much legal discourse is inherently conflict-based or adversarial. It
arises from disputes and is structured around opposing positions.
Aspect Example Adversarial system Prosecutor vs. defense
attorney Competing narratives Plaintiff's version vs.
defendant's version Opposing interpretations Different readings of
the same statute or contract 3.5. Intertextuality Legal discourse is
highly intertextual — legal texts constantly refer to, quote, and rely
upon other legal texts. Type of Intertextuality Example
Reference to statutes "According to Article 158 of the
Criminal Code..." Citation of precedent "As the Supreme Court
held in case No. 1234..." Quoting legal doctrine "As Professor
Ivanov notes..." Incorporation by reference "As defined in clause
2.1 of this contract..." 3.6. Precision and Unambiguity (as an Ideal)
Legal discourse strives for precision and unambiguity. The goal is to
express legal norms and decisions in a way that leaves no room for
misinterpretation. Means of Achieving Precision Example
Defined terms ~ "For the purposes of this contract, 'Force Majeure’'
means..." Lists and enumerations  "The following persons are
prohibited from..." Conditional clauses "If X occurs, then Y
shall happen..." Exceptions and qualifications "Unless
otherwise agreed by the parties..." 4. The Essence (Content) of the
Concept "Legal Discourse" 4.1. Core Definition The essence of
legal discourse lies in its function as the verbalized expression and
realization of legal norms and legal power. It is the primary means
by which law is created, interpreted, applied, and enforced in
society. From a linguistic perspective: Legal discourse is a
particular subsystem of language that functions "with the aim of
regulating social relations through the creation, interpretation, and
application of legal norms." From a cognitive perspective: It is the
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process by which legal concepts (rights, duties, crimes,
punishments) are formed, organized, and communicated. From a
social perspective: Legal discourse is both a reflection of legal
reality and a force that shapes that reality. Discourse, on one hand,
is formed by legal institutions and social relations; on the other
hand, it actively constitutes them. 4.2. Two Interconnected Plans of
Legal Discourse Legal discourse has two interconnected
dimensions: Plan Focus Manifestation Linguo-Cognitive
Language consciousness, choice of linguistic means, text
production and perception Context, presupposition, legal reasoning
strategies Properly Linguistic The actual language resources
used Lexical, morphological, syntactic features of legal texts
These two plans are inseparable. The linguo-cognitive plan
influences which linguistic means are chosen, while the linguistic
plan provides the observable evidence for cognitive processes. 4.3.
The Discursive Formation of Law Legal discourse is organized as a
discursive formation — a system that unites various genres based on
their position within the legal field: Genre Type Audience
Examples Legislative texts All subjects of law
Constitutions, codes, statutes, regulations Judicial texts

Parties to a case, legal professionals, the public Judgments,
decisions, rulings, orders Doctrinal texts (legal scholarship) Legal
scholars, students, judges, lawyers Monographs, law review
articles, commentaries Contractual texts Contracting parties,
courts  Contracts, agreements, memoranda of understanding
Procedural texts Court personnel, parties, lawyers Indictments,
motions, briefs, pleadings Consultative texts Clients, lawyers Legal
opinions, memoranda, client letters 5. Linguistic Features of Legal

Discourse 5.1. Lexical Features Feature Description
Example Terminology  Specialized legal vocabulary ICK,
JIOTOBOD, OACYAUMBIN, Fopucauknus Archaisms Words no

longer used in everyday language ceif, HIKeTTOMMEHOBAaHHBIH, 11a
Oyzner Latinisms Latin borrowings alibi, habeas corpus, status quo,

de facto Doublets and triplets Multiple synonyms for
precision give, devise, and bequeath; null and void Clichés and
formulas Standardized phrases Ha OCHOBaHHHU
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BBILIEU3JI0)KEHHOTO, PYKOBOACTBYSICh cTaThei 5.2. Grammatical
Features Feature Description Example Nominalization
Actions expressed as nouns "the termination of the contract"
(not "terminating the contract") Passive voice Emphasis on
action, not actor "The contract was signed" (not "The parties
signed the contract") Conditional constructions Expressing
legal consequences "If the goods are defective, the buyer
may return them" Long, complex sentences Multiple clauses for
precision "The seller, who is obligated to deliver the goods by June
1, shall be liable for any delay..." Genitive case chains

Multiple nouns in genitive"aHann3 cUCTEMBbl HCTOYHHUKOB
rpaxxaaHckoro npasa” 5.3. Syntactic Features FeatureDescription
Example Logical connectors Marking logical relationships
however, therefore, consequently, nevertheless Conditional clauses
Expressing conditions ~ "if..., then..." Enumerations

Listing elements "The following are prohibited: (1)..., (2)..., (3)..."
Definitions Stating the meaning of terms "For the
purposes of this Act, 'person' includes..." 6. Types of Legal
Discourse 6.1. By Sphere of Communication Type  Description
Examples Legislative discourse ~ Creation of legal norms
Statutes, codes, legislative debates Judicial discourseApplication of
law to specific cases Judgments, opinions, oral arguments
Administrative discourse Implementation of law by agencies
Regulations, rulings, agency decisions Private legal discourse
Transactions between private parties Contracts, wills,
agreements Scholarly legal discourse Academic study of law
Law review articles, monographs, treatises 6.2. By Mode of
Communication Mode Characteristics ~ Examples Written
Planned, edited, permanent, formal Statutes, judgments, contracts,
briefs Oral Spontaneous or semi-spontaneous, transient,
interactive Court hearings, oral arguments, client
consultations 7. Practical Implications for Legal Practice and
Language Learning 7.1. For Law Students Understanding legal
discourse helps law students: ¢ Read and interpret statutes,
cases, and contracts ® Write clear, precise legal documents *
Argue effectively in moot court and clinical practice *
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Transition from lay to professional legal language 7.2. For Lawyers
Understanding legal discourse helps practicing lawyers: ¢ Draft
documents that will be understood by courts and clients * Make
persuasive oral arguments * Communicate effectively with
clients, opposing counsel, and judges ¢ Identify ambiguities
and weaknesses in opposing arguments 7.3. For Learners of Russian
as a Foreign Language in Law For foreign law students studying
Russian, understanding legal discourse is essential for: ¢

Reading legal texts in Russian (codes, cases, contracts) ¢

Writing legal documents in Russian ¢ Participating in
Russian legal proceedings * Understanding the Russian legal
system and its conceptual framework 8. Practical Exercises for
Students Exercise 1. Identify the Discourse Type Read the
following excerpts and identify whether they are legislative,
judicial, contractual, or scholarly legal discourse. 1. "Article 158.
Theft — 1. Theft, that is, the secret theft of another's property, shall
be punishable by a fine of up to 80,000 rubles..." 2. "The court
finds that the plaintiff has failed to prove the defendant's guilt
beyond a reasonable doubt. Therefore, the court acquits the
defendant." 3. "The Seller agrees to sell, and the Buyer agrees to
buy, 100 units of Product X at a price of 1,000 rubles per unit." 4.
"The concept of 'good faith' in civil law has been the subject of
extensive scholarly debate. Some authors argue that it is a general
principle; others view it as a specific duty." Exercise 2. Identify
Linguistic Features Identify the lexical and grammatical features of
legal discourse in the following sentence: "Pursuant to Article 309
of the Civil Code of the Russian Federation, obligations must be
performed properly in accordance with the terms of the obligation
and the requirements of the law, and the debtor is not entitled to
unilaterally refuse performance." Exercise 3. Transform into Legal
Discourse Transform the following everyday sentence into legal
discourse: "The guy who owns the apartment said the renter could
stay there for a year if they paid every month." Exercise 4. Analyze
a Legal Text Find a short legal text (e.g., a statute section, a contract
clause, or a court decision excerpt). Analyze it for: « Type of legal
discourse ° Lexical features (terminology, archaisms,
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Latinisms) ¢ Grammatical features (nominalization, passive
voice, conditionals) Syntactic features (logical connectors,
enumerations) Summary Table: Legal Discourse at a Glance Aspect
Key Characteristics Essence Verbalized expression and
realization of legal norms and legal power As a process
Institutional, hierarchical, cognitive, communicative-pragmatic,
goal-oriented Properties ~Normative, formal, authoritative,
conflict-based, intertextual, striving for precision Linguistic features
Specialized terminology, archaisms, Latinisms, nominalization,
passive voice, conditionals, complex sentences Structure (genres)
Legislative, judicial, contractual, scholarly, procedural, consultative
Modes  Written (planned, permanent, formal) and oral (dynamic,
transient, interactive) Conclusion Legal discourse is a dynamic,
complex, and authoritative form of communication that plays a
crucial role in modern society. Its essence lies in the verbal
representation and realization of legal norms and legal power. Its
characteristics as a process include institutional framing,
hierarchical structure, cognitive activity, and communicative
purpose. Its properties — normativity, formality, authoritativeness,
conflict-based nature, intertextuality, and striving for precision —
distinguish it from other types of discourse and make it a
particularly rich object of study. For learners of Russian as a foreign
language in law, understanding legal discourse is essential for:
Reading and comprehending legal texts (codes, court decisions,
contracts) * Participating in professional legal communication
. Recognizing the linguistic and rhetorical strategies used in
legal argumentation ¢ Producing clear, effective legal discourse
in Russian The study of legal discourse continues to evolve, with
researchers exploring its features in various contexts, including
courtroom interaction, legislative drafting, online legal
communication, and cross-cultural legal settings. As legal systems
and communication technologies change, legal discourse will
continue to adapt, offering ongoing opportunities for linguistic
research and practical application.

43

Topic 4.3. Affective-communicative intentions
in legal discourse. Transmission of an

Legal discourse is traditionally viewed as a rational, logical, and
objective domain of communication, focused on facts, norms, and
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emotional attitude.

reasoned argumentation. However, law is not merely a cold,
mechanical application of rules to facts. It is a human activity, and
human beings — judges, jurors, lawyers, clients, witnesses — have
emotions. These emotions inevitably find their way into legal
communication, whether through the strategic use of emotional
appeals by advocates, the expression of empathy or outrage by
judges, or the raw fear, grief, or anger of parties and witnesses. This
material explores the often-overlooked affective dimension of legal
discourse: the affective-communicative intentions of legal speakers
and the transmission of emotional attitudes in law. Understanding
these phenomena is essential for law students and legal
professionals who seek to communicate persuasively, ethically, and
effectively. 1. The Place of Emotion in Legal Discourse 1.1. The
Traditional View: Law as Rational The traditional conception of law
emphasizes rationality, objectivity, and impartiality. Emotions are
seen as potential sources of bias, distortion, and injustice.
Traditional View Implication "The law is a science of reason"”
Emotion has no legitimate place in legal reasoning "Judges must be
impartial" Emotional involvement threatens impartiality
"Juries must decide based on evidence, not sympathy"

Emotional appeals are suspect 1.2. The Contemporary View: Law
as Human The contemporary understanding recognizes that law is a
human activity, and human beings cannot be stripped of their
emotions. Contemporary View Implication "Emotions are
inevitable" The question is not whether emotions are present,
but how they are managed "Emotions can serve justice"

Empathy, compassion, and moral outrage can support just
outcomes "Emotional appeals are part of persuasion" Effective
advocacy requires attention to the emotions of the audience 1.3. Key
Insight The issue is not whether emotions belong in legal discourse,

but rather: ¢ Which emotions are appropriate in which
contexts? How should emotions be expressed (or
suppressed) by different legal actors? ¢ What rhetorical

strategies can be used to transmit emotional attitudes effectively and
ethically? 2. Affective-Communicative Intentions 2.1. Definition
Affective-communicative intentions are the speaker's intentions to
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express, evoke, or manage emotions through communication. In
legal discourse, affective-communicative intentions include:
Intention Description Example Expressing one's own emotion
Conveying how the speaker feels "I am outraged by the
defendant's conduct" (prosecutor) Evoking emotion in the audience
Making the listener feel something "Imagine the victim's fear"
(closing argument) Managing the audience's emotion Calming or
redirecting emotions "Let us remain calm and focus on the
facts" (judge to jury) Acknowledging the other's emotion
Recognizing how others feel "I understand that this is a
difficult time for the family" (judge to victim's family) 2.2. Who
Has Which Affective-Communicative Intentions? Legal Actor
Appropriate Affective Intentions Judge To manage courtroom
emotions; to express empathy (but not partiality); to maintain calm
and dignity Prosecutor To evoke moral outrage; to express
righteous indignation; to convey seriousness of the offense Defense
attorney To evoke sympathy; to express compassion; to humanize
the defendant Witness To convey genuine emotion (fear, grief,
anger) as part of testimony Victim To express pain, loss, and
suffering (victim impact statements) Defendant To express
remorse or maintain innocence 3. Transmission of Emotional
Attitude Emotional attitudes are transmitted in legal discourse
through multiple channels: lexical (word choice), syntactic
(sentence structure), rhetorical (figurative language), and
paralinguistic (tone, pace, volume). 3.1. Lexical Means of
Transmitting Emotion Lexical Device How It Works
Example Emotion-laden words ~ Directly naming emotions "The
victim suffered horrible, unbearable pain" Evaluative adjectives

Expressing judgment "a callous, deliberate, and cruel act”
Intensifiers Amplifying emotional weight "absolutely
certain," "utterly without justification" Diminutives Reducing

emotional threat (or expressing sympathy) "the poor child," "a
little misunderstanding" Pejoratives Expressing negative evaluation
"a scheming liar," "corrupt practices" Euphemisms Softening
negative emotions"passed away" (instead of "died"), "downsizing"
(instead of "firing") Examples in legal context: Neutral

129




Homep
pas3nena

HaunmeHoBaHme pa3jena
JUCHMIIIUHBI

HanMeHnoBaHnue TeMbI

Coaep:xanue TeMbl

Bun
y4yeOHoi
padoThI*

Emotionally Charged "The defendant caused the victim's death"
"The defendant brutally and senselessly ended the victim's life"
"The contract was breached" "The defendant cynically
violated its contractual obligations" "The witness may be mistaken"
"The witness is deliberately lying" 3.2. Syntactic Means of
Transmitting Emotion Syntactic Device How It Works
Example Exclamatory sentences Expressing strong emotion
"This court cannot, must not, and will not tolerate such conduct!"
Rhetorical questions Implying a strong answer "Can we truly
call this justice?" Parallelism Creating rhythm and emphasis
"The evidence is clear. The evidence is overwhelming. The
evidence is conclusive." Short, abrupt sentences Conveying
anger, shock, or urgency "The defendant knew. He planned. He
executed." Long, flowing sentences Conveying solemnity or gravity
"In the annals of this court's history, few cases have presented such
a stark choice between the demands of justice and the letter of the
law..." Repetition Amplifying emotional intensity =~ "No warning.
No remorse. No excuse." 3.3. Rhetorical Means of Transmitting

Emotion Rhetorical Device How It Works  Example
Metaphor Creating vivid emotional images "The defense's
argument is a house of cards" (contempt) Simile Making
emotional comparisons  "The defendant treated the victim like a
piece of garbage" (indignation) Personification Attributing
human emotions to abstractions  "Justice weeps at such an
outcome" Hyperbole Exaggerating for emotional effect "This

is the most outrageous conduct this court has ever seen"
Understatement  Downplaying for ironic or sympathetic effect
"The defendant's conduct was, shall we say, less than exemplary"
Apostrophe Addressing an absent person or abstraction "Oh,
Justice, where are you?" 3.4. Paralinguistic Means of Transmitting
Emotion In oral legal discourse (court hearings, oral arguments,
client consultations), paralinguistic features are crucial for
transmitting emotional attitude. Feature How It Transmits
Emotion Tone of voice =~ Warm, cold, angry, sympathetic,
sarcastic Volume Loud (anger, passion), soft (sympathy, solemnity)
Pace Fast (excitement, urgency), slow (gravity, sadness) Pitch
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High (fear, excitement), low (seriousness, authority) Pauses
Silence before a key point (emphasis); hesitation (uncertainty,
emotion) Facial expression Smile, frown, look of concern, look of
outrage Gestures Open hands (honesty, appeal), pointing
(accusation) Important note: Paralinguistic cues must be congruent
with verbal content. A lawyer who speaks of outrage while smiling
will not be believed. 4. Emotional Attitudes in Different Legal
Contexts 4.1. The Prosecutor: Righteous Indignation The
prosecutor's legitimate emotional stance is righteous indignation —
moral outrage at the violation of society's laws. Emotional Attitude

Expression Moral outrage "The defendant's actions are an affront to

civilized society" Seriousness "This is not a minor infraction;
this is a serious felony" Solemnity "We stand here today because a
life was senselessly taken" Confidence "The evidence will

prove, beyond any reasonable doubt..." Affective-communicative
intention: To evoke in the jury a sense of moral outrage,
seriousness, and the need for accountability. 4.2. The Defense
Attorney: Sympathy and Compassion The defense attorney's
legitimate emotional stance includes sympathy for the defendant
and compassion for human frailty. Emotional Attitude

Expression Sympathy "My client is not a monster; he is a
human being who made a terrible mistake" Compassion

"Consider the circumstances that led to this moment — poverty,
addiction, desperation" Empathy  "Put yourself in my client's
shoes. What would you have done?" Remorse "My client has
expressed deep and genuine remorse for his actions" Affective-
communicative intention: To evoke sympathy, compassion, and
understanding in the jury; to humanize the defendant. 4.3. The
Judge: Impartial Calm The judge's legitimate emotional stance is
impartial calm — neither cold indifference nor emotional
involvement. Emotional Attitude = Expression Calm authority

"The court will now hear from the defense" Empathy without
partiality "The court understands the emotional difficulty of these
proceedings" Solemnity  "Before imposing sentence, the court has
considered the impact on the victim's family" Disapproval (of
misconduct) "Counsel's remarks are inappropriate and will be
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stricken from the record" Affective-communicative intention: To
maintain order, convey dignity, and demonstrate fairness. 4.4. The
Witness: Genuine Emotion Unlike lawyers who use emotion
strategically, witnesses are expected to express genuine emotion —
fear, grief, anger, relief. Emotional Attitude Expression Fear
Trembling voice, hesitations, tears Grief "I miss him every day"
(through tears) Anger "He ruined my life!" Relief "I'm
just glad it's over" Affective-communicative intention: To convey
truthfulness and the real human impact of legal events. 4.5. The
Victim (Victim Impact Statement): Pain and Loss Victims are
permitted (in many jurisdictions) to express their emotional pain and
loss in victim impact statements. Emotional Attitude Expression
Grief  "A part of me died with him" Loss "I will never see my
daughter graduate, get married, have children" Anger "He took
everything from us and feels no remorse" Fear "I am afraid to
leave my house now" Affective-communicative intention: To make
the court understand the real human cost of the crime. 5. The Ethics
of Emotional Appeal in Legal Discourse 5.1. Permissible vs.
Impermissible Emotional Appeals Permissible Impermissible
Appealing to the jury's sense of justice Appealing to racial,
ethnic, or religious bias Humanizing the defendant or victim
Attacking the opposing party or counsel personally Expressing

moral outrage at proven facts Inflaming passion to distract
from weak evidence Showing genuine remorse Faking
remorse or emotion Empathizing with suffering Exploiting

suffering for rhetorical advantage 5.2. The Principle of
Proportionality Emotional appeals must be proportional to the
evidence and the seriousness of the case. A prosecutor who weeps
in a minor theft case appears manipulative. A defense attorney who
jokes in a murder case appears callous. 5.3. The "Golden Mean"
(A.F. Koni) As the great Russian jurist A.F. Koni observed, the
most effective emotional appeal is often understated: "To be truly
moving, one must speak calmly and dispassionately about what is
moving." The contrast between the speaker's calm demeanor and the
emotional content of the message can be more powerful than overt
emotional display. 6. Cultural Differences in Emotional Expression
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in Legal Discourse Emotional expression in legal discourse is not
universal; it varies significantly across legal cultures. Legal Culture
Attitude to Emotion in Court United States Emotional appeals are
common, especially to juries; lawyers may be passionate England
More restrained; emotional appeals are viewed with suspicion
Germany Highly restrained; focus on rational argumentation Russia
Historically restrained (Soviet period), but becoming more
expressive; influenced by both European and American models
Japan  Highly restrained; emotional displays are considered
inappropriate 7. Practical Recommendations for Lawyers 7.1. For
Using Emotional Appeals Recommendation Explanation Ground
emotions in facts Emotion without factual support is manipulation
Be genuine Faked emotion is easily detected and destroys
credibility Be proportional Match the emotional intensity to the
seriousness of the case Use understatement Sometimes, less
emotion is more effective Know your audience What moves a
jury may not move a judge 7.2. For Responding to Opposing
Emotional Appeals Response Explanation Acknowledge, then
refocus "My opponent's appeal to sympathy is understandable, but
the law requires us to focus on the evidence" Counter with facts
"While we feel for the victim, the facts do not support my
opponent's claims" Appeal to the jury's rationality =~ "You have
taken an oath to decide based on the evidence, not on emotion" 8.
Practical Exercises for Law Students Exercise 1. Identify the
Emotional Attitude Read the following excerpts and identify: 1.
The emotional attitude being expressed 2. The lexical, syntactic,
or rhetorical means used "The defendant's conduct was not merely
negligent — it was wanton, reckless, and utterly indifferent to
human life." "My client is not asking for pity. He is asking for
justice — the same justice that every person deserves under the
law." "Ladies and gentlemen of the jury, you have heard the
evidence. You have seen the photographs. You have listened to the
witnesses. Now is the time for justice." Exercise 2. Transform
Neutral to Emotional Transform the following neutral statements
into emotionally charged statements appropriate for a prosecutor's
closing argument: 1. "The defendant took money from the
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victim." 2. "The defendant did not stop to help." 3. "The
defendant has prior convictions." Exercise 3. Ethical Analysis
Identify the ethical problem in the following emotional appeal: "The
defendant is an immigrant. People like him come to our country and
think they can break our laws with impunity. Send a message that
this will not be tolerated." Discuss: Why is this appeal
impermissible? What ethical rules does it violate? Exercise 4. Write
a Short Emotional Appeal Write a 2-minute closing argument (200-
300 words) for a defense attorney in a case involving a defendant
who stole food to feed his starving children. Use appropriate
emotional appeals while maintaining ethical boundaries. Summary
Table: Emotional Attitudes in Legal Discourse Legal Actor
Appropriate Emotional Attitude  Primary Affective-
Communicative Intention Prosecutor Righteous indignation,
seriousness, confidence ~ Evoke moral outrage, demand
accountability Defense attorney ~ Sympathy, compassion,
understanding Evoke sympathy, humanize the defendant Judge
Impartial calm, solemnity, empathy without partiality

Maintain order, convey dignity, demonstrate fairness Witness
Genuine emotion (fear, grief, anger) Convey truthfulness,
show human impact Victim Pain, loss, grief Make the
court understand the real human cost Conclusion Affective-
communicative intentions and the transmission of emotional
attitudes are not peripheral to legal discourse; they are integral to
how law is practiced, experienced, and understood. Emotions are
not merely obstacles to rational decision-making but can serve
legitimate functions in legal communication: motivating moral
judgment, expressing appropriate responses to wrongdoing,
humanizing abstract legal categories, and supporting just outcomes.
Key takeaways for law students and legal professionals: 1.

Emotions are inevitable in legal discourse — the question is how to
manage them, not whether to eliminate them. 2. Different legal
actors have different legitimate emotional stances — what is
appropriate for a prosecutor may not be appropriate for a judge. 3.

Effective emotional appeals are grounded in facts — emotion
without factual support is manipulation. 4.  Ethical limits apply —
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appeals to bias, personal attacks, and exploitation of suffering are
never permissible. 5. Cultural context matters — emotional
expression in court varies across legal systems and should be
adapted accordingly. 6.  Understatement can be powerful — as
A.F. Koni noted, calm speech about moving events can be more
effective than overt emotional display. The lawyer who masters the
art of appropriate emotional expression — neither coldly indifferent
nor manipulatively sentimental — is the lawyer who can truly
connect with judges, juries, and clients. Emotion, properly
channeled, is not the enemy of justice but one of its servants.

4.4

Topic 4.4. Business communication and its
varieties

Business communication is the foundation of professional
interaction in the legal field. Lawyers constantly engage in
communication with clients, colleagues, courts, opposing counsel,
government agencies, and other stakeholders. The effectiveness of
this communication directly impacts case outcomes, client
satisfaction, professional reputation, and career success. This
material explores the nature of business communication in law, its
varieties, and the specific skills required for each type. 1. The
Concept of Business Communication in Law 1.1. Definition
Business communication is a type of professional communication
aimed at achieving specific practical goals related to professional
activity. In the legal context, business communication encompasses
all forms of interaction — written and oral, formal and informal —
that lawyers engage in to fulfill their professional responsibilities.
1.2. Key Characteristics of Business Communication in Law
Characteristic Description Example Purposeful
Communication is directed toward achieving specific legal goals
Persuading a judge, informing a client, negotiating a settlement
Professional Communication occurs within a professional
context and uses professional language Legal terminology,
procedural formulas Structured Communication follows
established formats and protocols Courtroom procedures,
document formats, email etiquette Documented Much legal
communication must be recorded ~Written opinions, email records,
meeting minutes Confidential Much legal communication is
protected by privilege Attorney-client communications 1.3.

C3
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Functions of Business Communication in Law Function

Description Informative Transmitting legal information to clients,
courts, and colleagues Persuasive ~Convincing courts, juries, or
opposing parties of a legal position Regulatory Establishing
legal rights and obligations through contracts and agreements
Representational Acting as a representative of the client's interests
Coordinative Organizing work within law firms and legal
departments Relational ~ Building and maintaining professional
relationships 2. Classification of Business Communication in Law
Business communication in law can be classified according to
several criteria. 2.1. By Mode of Communication Mode
Characteristics Examples Oral Spontaneous or prepared;
dynamic; interactive; transient Client consultations, court
hearings, negotiations, telephone calls Written Planned;
edited; permanent; formal Contracts, legal memos, emails, letters,
briefs Electronic Hybrid of oral and written; often less formal,
rapid Emails, instant messages, video conferences 2.2. By
Direction of Communication Direction Description

Examples Vertical Communication between different
hierarchical levels Partner to associate, supervisor to paralegal,
judge to clerk Horizontal Communication between peers
Colleague to colleague, co-counsel communication External
Communication with outside parties Client communication,
opposing counsel, government agencies 2.3. By Formality Level
Characteristics ~ Examples Formal Strict adherence to
protocols; documented; official Court filings, formal opinions,
official letters Informal  Less structured; may be undocumented;
casual  Quick emails, hallway conversations, telephone calls
Semi-formal Structured but not overly formal  Client emails,
internal memos, meeting notes 3. Varieties of Business
Communication in Law 3.1. Lawyer-Client Communication
Lawyer-client communication is the most fundamental variety of
legal business communication. It is protected by attorney-client
privilege and governed by professional ethics rules. Type

Purpose Key Skills Initial consultation Understand the client's
problem; determine if representation is appropriate  Active
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listening, questioning, explaining fees, managing expectations Case
updates Keep client informed of progress Clear, regular
communication; managing bad news; avoiding jargon Legal advice
Explain legal options and recommend a course of action

Clarity, honesty about risks, empathy Document review

Explain legal documents to clients Simplifying complex language,
identifying key provisions Fee discussions Explain billing and
collect payments Transparency, professionalism, tact Key
principles of lawyer-client communication: Principle Explanation
Clarity Explain legal concepts in terms the client can understand
Honesty Be truthful about risks, timelines, and likely outcomes
Timeliness Respond promptly to client inquiries
Confidentiality ~ Protect all client communications Documentation
Keep records of significant communications 3.2. Lawyer-Court
Communication Communication with courts is highly formalized
and governed by procedural rules and ethical obligations. Type
Purpose Key Skills Written submissions ~ Present legal
arguments in writing (briefs, motions, memoranda) Legal writing,
citation, organization, persuasion Oral arguments Present legal
arguments orally to a judge or appellate panel Public
speaking, persuasion, responding to questions Examinations
Question witnesses (direct, cross, redirect) Questioning
techniques, listening, adaptability Status conferences Discuss case
management with the judge Professionalism, brevity, clarity
Settlement conferences ~ Negotiate settlement with judicial
oversight Negotiation, persuasion, realism Key principles of lawyer-
court communication: Principle Explanation Respect

Address the court appropriately; follow courtroom protocols
Candor Do not mislead the court; disclose adverse authority
Brevity Be concise; respect the court's time Preparation

Know the facts, the law, and the procedural rules 3.3. Lawyer-
Opposing Counsel Communication Communication with opposing
counsel is governed by professional ethics rules and can range from
cooperative to adversarial. Type ~ Purpose Key Skills Meet and
confer  Discuss case management, discovery, scheduling
Professionalism, cooperation, documentation Settlement

137




Homep
pas3nena

HaunmeHoBaHme pa3jena
JUCHMIIIUHBI

HanMeHnoBaHnue TeMbI

Coaep:xanue TeMbl

Bun
y4yeOHoi
padoThI*

negotiations Attempt to resolve the case without trial
Negotiation, persuasion, creativity Discovery communications
Request and produce documents and information ~ Organization,
clarity, professionalism Scheduling Coordinate dates for
depositions, hearings, meetings Flexibility, clarity, follow-
through Professional courtesy Maintain civil professional
relationships Respect, professionalism, emotional control Key
principles of lawyer-opposing counsel communication: Principle
Explanation Civility Treat opposing counsel with respect,
even in adversarial situations Honesty Do not misrepresent
facts or law Promptness = Respond to communications in a timely
manner Documentation ~ Confirm important agreements in writing
3.4. Internal Law Firm Communication Effective internal
communication is essential for law firm operations and client
service. Type Purpose Key Skills Supervision  Assigning and
reviewing work  Clarity, feedback, mentorship Collaboration
Working together on cases Sharing information, dividing
tasks, communication Administrative Firm management,
billing, scheduling Organization, clarity, professionalism
Training Developing junior lawyers and staff Teaching,
feedback, patience 3.5. Lawyer-Government Agency
Communication Lawyers frequently communicate with government
agencies on behalf of clients. Type Purpose Key Skills Inquiries
Requesting information or guidance Clarity, specificity,
documentation Filings Submitting required documents
Accuracy, timeliness, adherence to procedures Representations
Advocating for clients before agencies Persuasion, knowledge
of agency procedures Compliance Ensuring client compliance with
regulations Thoroughness, clarity, follow-up 3.6. Lawyer-
Media Communication In some cases, lawyers communicate with
the media on behalf of clients or their firms. Type  Purpose Key
Skills Press statements Announcing case developments

Clarity, brevity, strategic messaging Interviews Providing
information to journalists Clarity, control of message,
confidentiality awareness Background briefings Providing

context without attribution Discretion, strategic communication Key

138




Homep
pas3nena

HaunmeHoBaHme pa3jena
JUCHMIIIUHBI

HanMeHnoBaHnue TeMbI

Coaep:xanue TeMbl

Bun
y4yeOHoi
padoThI*

principle: Lawyers must balance the client's interest in public
relations with ethical obligations to maintain client confidentiality
and avoid prejudicing proceedings. 4. Written Business
Communication in Law 4.1. Types of Written Business
Communication Type Characteristics  Examples Formal legal
documents Highly structured; legally binding; filed with
courts or agencies Briefs, motions, contracts, wills Business letters
Structured; professional; documented Engagement letters,
demand letters, opinion letters Internal memoranda Informal but
professional; internal use only Case memos, research memos,
internal updates Email Varies from informal to formal; rapid;
documented Client emails, opposing counsel emails, internal
emails Reports  Structured; analytical; often lengthy
Investigation reports, expert reports, due diligence reports 4.2.
Principles of Effective Legal Writing Principle Explanation
Clarity Use clear, precise language; avoid ambiguity Conciseness
Be brief; eliminate unnecessary words Organization Use headings,
paragraphs, and transitions to guide the reader Accuracy

Check facts, citations, and legal authority Tone Match tone to
audience and purpose (formal for court, less formal for clients)
Professionalism  Follow formatting conventions; proofread
carefully 5. Oral Business Communication in Law 5.1. Types of
Oral Business Communication Type Characteristics
Examples Client consultations Interactive; problem-focused;
confidential Initial client meetings, case updates Negotiations
Strategic; persuasive; goal-oriented Settlement
negotiations, contract negotiations Court appearances Formal;
procedural; persuasive Oral arguments, hearings, status
conferences Depositions  Structured questioning under oath
Witness examinations, party depositions Telephone calls

Varies from informal to formal; undocumented (unless recorded)
Client calls, opposing counsel calls, court calls Video conferences
Hybrid of in-person and telephone; increasingly common

Remote hearings, client meetings, team meetings 5.2. Principles of
Effective Oral Communication Principle Explanation
Preparation Know your purpose, audience, and key points
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Clarity  Speak clearly; avoid jargon with non-lawyers Conciseness
Be brief; respect time limits Active listening Pay attention;
respond appropriately Professionalism Maintain appropriate
tone and demeanor Adaptability ~ Adjust to the audience and
situation 6. Electronic Business Communication in Law 6.1. Types
of Electronic Communication Type Characteristics Examples
Email  Most common; documented; varies in formality

Client emails, opposing counsel emails, internal emails Instant
messaging Rapid; often informal; may be documented
Slack, Teams, WhatsApp (for business) Video conferencing Real-
time visual communicationZoom, Teams, WebEx meetings and
hearings Case management systems Structured communication
within case management software Client portals, document
sharing, task assignments E-filing Electronic submission to courts
E-filing briefs, motions, and other documents 6.2. Email Etiquette
for Lawyers Principle Explanation Clear subject lines ~ Help
recipients prioritize and find messages Professional salutations

Use appropriate greetings ("Dear Mr. Smith" not "Hey") Concise
content Get to the point; use bullet points for multiple issues

Professional closings Use appropriate signatures ("Sincerely,"
"Best regards") Confidentiality notices Include standard
confidentiality footer Prompt responses Respond within 24-48

hours (or acknowledge receipt) Reply vs. Reply All  Use Reply All
only when necessary 6.3. Special Considerations for Electronic
Communication Consideration Explanation Confidentiality
Email is not inherently secure; use encryption for sensitive
information Permanence Email records can be discovered in
litigation Informality risks Casual email tone can be misinterpreted
or create unintended obligations Time stamps Email timing
can be important (deadlines, offers) 7. Ethical Dimensions of
Business Communication in Law 7.1. Confidentiality Lawyers must
protect client confidences in all forms of communication.
Requirement Explanation Secure channels Use
appropriate security for sensitive communications Avoid discussing
cases in public Do not discuss client matters in elevators,
restaurants, or other public places Proper labeling ~ Mark
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confidential documents appropriately 7.2. Candor Lawyers must be
truthful in all communications. Requirement Explanation No false
statements Do not knowingly make false statements of fact
or law No misleading omissions Do not omit material facts
Disclose adverse authority Disclose legal authority directly contrary
to your position 7.3. Communication with Represented Persons
Lawyers generally may not communicate directly with persons
represented by counsel. Rule Explanation No direct contact
Communicate through opposing counsel Exceptions May
communicate with represented persons with counsel's consent or as
authorized by law 7.4. Communication with Unrepresented Persons
When communicating with unrepresented persons, lawyers must:
Requirement Explanation Identify themselves Clearly state
that they are lawyers Avoid giving legal advice Advise the
person to obtain independent counsel if their interests conflict with
the client's 8. Practical Recommendations for Law Students 8.1.
Developing Business Communication Skills Skill ~ How to
Develop Legal writing Take legal writing courses; write
frequently; seek feedback Oral advocacy  Participate in moot
court; practice presentations; seek feedback Client communication
Participate in clinics; observe experienced lawyers Negotiation
Take negotiation courses; participate in negotiation competitions
Email professionalism Review emails before sending; study
examples of professional emails 8.2. Common Mistakes to Avoid
Mistake Correction Overly casual tone Match tone to audience
and purpose Excessive jargon Explain legal terms to non-
lawyers Poor organization Use headings, bullet points, and
transitions Typos and errors Proofread carefully; use spell
check Delayed responses Respond promptly; acknowledge receipt
if full response will take time Emotional reactions  Pause before
responding to provocative communications Summary Table:
Varieties of Business Communication in Law Variety Primary
Participants Mode Key Skills Lawyer-client Lawyer, client
Oral, written, electronic  Listening, clarity, empathy, honesty
Lawyer-court Lawyer, judge  Oral, written Persuasion,
respect, preparation Lawyer-opposing counsel LawyersOral,
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Section Course module title

S

Course module contents (topics)

Course module contents

Acade
mic
activities
types

written, electronic Professionalism, negotiation, documentation
Internal firm Colleagues Oral, written, electronic
Collaboration, clarity, feedback Lawyer-government Lawyer,
agency Written, oral Accuracy, procedure knowledge
Lawyer-media  Lawyer, journalists Oral, written
Discretion, clarity, strategic messaging Conclusion Business
communication in law encompasses a wide range of varieties, each
with its own purposes, participants, modes, and required skills.
Effective lawyers must master all these varieties, adapting their
communication style to the audience, purpose, and context. Key
takeaways for law students and legal professionals: 1. Different
varieties require different skills — what works with a client may not
work with a judge. 2. Professionalism is essential — all
business communication should reflect professional standards. 3.

Ethical obligations apply — confidentiality, candor, and respect for
represented persons govern all legal communication. 4.
Documentation matters — much legal communication must be
documented for ethical and practical reasons. 5. Continuous
improvement is necessary — business communication skills can and
should be developed throughout one's career. The lawyer who
communicates effectively with clients, courts, colleagues, and
opposing counsel is the lawyer who succeeds. Business
communication is not a peripheral skill; it is the core of legal
practice.

*_* _ to be filled in only for full -time training: LC - lectures; LW - lab work; S - seminars.
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6. CLASSROOM EQUIPMENT AND TECHNOLOGY SUPPORT REQUIREMENTS

Table 6.1. Classroom equipment and technology support requirements

Type of academic

Classroom equipment

Specialised educational / laboratory
equipment, software, and materials

activities for coursestudy
(if necessary)
A set of specialized furniture; technical
means:
Alecture hall for lecture-type classes, | Monoblock
equipped with a set of specialised | Myltimedia projector
Lecture . .
furniture; board (screen) and technical | Screen for projector
means of multimedia presentations. Marker board
WiFi
A set of specialized furniture; technical
A classroom for laboratory work, | Mcans:
e . Monoblock
individual consultations, current and Multimedia proiector
Lab work mid-term assessment; equipped with pro)
o . Screen for projector
a set of specialised furniture and | \1aiker board
machinery. .
WiFi
' . A set of specialized furniture; technical
A classroom for conducting seminars, | means:
group and individual consultations, | Monoblock
) current andmid-term  assessment; | Muyltimedia projector
Seminar equipped with a set of specialised | Screen for projector
furniture and technical means for | Marker board
multimedia presentations. .
WiFi,
A classroom for conducting classes, A set of specialized furniture; technical
group and individual consultations, | Tans:
current andmid-term  assessment, Mongblogk )
Computer Lab equipped with personal computers (in | Multimedia projector
the amount of 30 pes), a board (screen) | Screen for projector
and technical means of multimedia | Marker board
presentations. WiFi
) A set of specialized furniture; technical
Aclassroom for independent work of | jeans:
students (can be used for seminars and | Monoblock
] consultations), equipped with a set of | Multimedia projector
Self-studies specialised furniture and computers with | Screen for projector
access to the electronic information and | Marker board
educational environment. o
WiFi

* - The premises for students’ self-studies are subject toMANDATORYmention

7. RESOURCES RECOMMENDED FOR COURSE STUDY

Main literature:
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L.B. Volkova, T.I. Warning. - St. Petersburg: St. Petersburg Publishing House un-ta, 2018. - 214
s. ISBN 978-5-288-05823-3

-22. Korovina .V., Chubarova Yu. E., Shikina T. S. Russian as a foreign one
for

-23. Internships and graduate programs throughout the year Fulbright
Internship: educational and methodological manual/I.V. Korovin, Yu. E. Chubarova, T., S.
Shikina; Mordov. gos. un-t. - Saransk, 2013. - 110 s

-24. Rodimkina, A., Landsman, N. Presentday Russia : texts and exercises
(electronic publication). — 2nd ed. — St. Petersburg : Zlatoust, 2008/ — 232 p.

Resources of the information and telecommunication network "Internet":

1. EBS RUDN and third-party EBS, to which university students have access on the basis of
concluded contracts:

- Electronic library system RUDN - EBS RUDN http://lib.rudn.ru/MegaPro/Web

- EBS "University Library Online http://www.biblioclub.ru"

- EBS Juright http://www.biblio-online.ru

- EBS "Student Consultant www.studentlibrary.ru"”

- EBS "Lan" http ://e.lanbook.com/

- EBS "Troitsky Bridge"

2. Databases and search engines:

- electronic fund of legal and regulatory and technical documentation
http://docs.cntd.ru/

- search engine SInmexc https:/www.yandex.ru/

- search engine Google https://www.google.ru/

- abstract database SCOPUS http://www.elsevierscience.ru/products/scopus/

- http://library.thinkquest.org/26451/newmenu.html (materials on the history of
communication)

- http://www.icahdq.org/ website of The International Communication Association,
founded in 1950.

- Russian National Corpus http://www.ruscorpora.ru/search-main.html

- Electronic logs on the platform www.elibrary.ru
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Reference and information portal. Regulatory documents on the Russian language,
spelling dictionary, explanatory dictionary, dictionary of difficulties of the Russian
language http://www.gramota.ru/

Electronic journal "Legal Technologies" http://www.lawtech.ru/journal/pravovye-
tehnologii-0

Journal of International Law and International Relations on the UN website
http://evolutio.info/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=145&Itemid=137

Journal "Human Rights Practice of the European Court of Human Rights" http://jpr-
pechr.ru/

Journal "Jurisprudence" http://www.jurisprudence-media.ru/

Law and Protection Magazine http://pravo-mag.ru/about/

Terms and concepts of jurisprudence. Terminology base. Legal Dictionary A to Z
http://pravo-mag.ru/translate/index.htm

Training toolkit for self- studies to master the course *:

* The training toolkit for self- studies to master the course isplaced on the course page in the
university telecommunication training and information system under the set procedure.

8. ASSESSMENT TOOLKIT AND GRADING SYSTEM* FOR EVALUATION
OF STUDENTS’ COMPETENCES LEVELUPON COURSECOMPLETION

The assessment toolkit and the grading system™ to evaluate the competences formation
level (competences in part) upon the course study completionare specified in the Appendix to
the course syllabus.

* The assessment toolkit and the grading system are formed on the basis of the requirements of the relevant
local normative act of RUDN University (regulations / order).

DEVELOPERS:

rofessor of the Department of Russian
Language and Linguoculturology
position, department signature name and surname

Scnarev D.

ssociate Professor of the Department
of Russian Voropaeva Yu.
Language and Linguoculturology

position, department signature name and surname
[EAD OF EDUCATIONAL
DEPARTMENT: Vorobyov V.V.

lead of the Department of Russian
anguage and Linguoculturology

name of department signature name and surname

HEAD OF THE HIGHER
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Associate professor of the
Department of International Law,
Candidate of Legal Sciences

S.M. Kopylov

Position, Name of the Department

Signature

Full name
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